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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION 


(Volumes | & Il) 
Ape iUcat cue eee 
Keeping in view the Bifurcated Syllabi and Courses 
published by the Central Board of Secondary Education, 
New Delhi, for Secondary School Examinations (Delhi & 
All India) 1986 and onwards, the book has been divided 
into two volumes. This volume, meant for class X, 
contains: Unit I—lmperialism, Unit Il—From the First 
World War to Contemporary World & Unit II!—India’s 
Awakening and Struggle for Freedom: 
A Special.Appendix on “Map Work’ has been given 
to help students in attempting Questions on Map filling. 
We hope the book in its present form shall prove to 
be more useful for the students. 
Suggestions for improvement are welcome. 
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 
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onwards introduced i 
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by the Central Board of 
hi, in the subject of History 
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n its affiliated schools. 


As required in the syllabus we have made a sincere 
effort to give a systematic cou 


kind from pre-h 
of Indian Histor 
VI to VIII, so th 


istoric times to 
y forms a part 
at idea of co-r 


book with important aspects 


ept in mind. 


the syllabus have been el 


The main o 


have also tried to keep the 
as Simple as Possible. A far. 


een incorpora 


The efforts of the aut 


teachers find th 


The topics on 


rse in the History of Man- 
the present day. The study 
of the curriculum in classes 
elating the study of this 


of Indian History has been , 


Indian History included in 


aborately dealt with. 


l bjectives of teaching the ċourse in history 
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in a vivid and systematic manner and 
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Syllabus in History Prescribed by the Central Board of 


Secondary Education, New Delhi for 


Class X 
Marks : 40 
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UnitI : Imperialism—Rise of Socialism 12 
Unit II : From First World War to the 
Contemporary World 9 
Unit III: India’s Awakening and Struggle for 
Freedom 15 
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and methods of imperialism, imperialist conquest of Asia 
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conditions. The October Revolution, Impact on Russia 
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Imperialism 


The term ‘imperialism’ denotes the policy of a state to build 
up an empire by grabbing land of other people. In the recorded 
‘history down to the end of the nineteenth century, imperialism has 
appeared in one form or the other. Itwas, however, atits climax 
in the nineteenth century when the industrialised nations of Europe, 
jn desperate need of raw materials and markets for their manu- 
factured goods, set up colonies in different parts of Asia and Africa. 


In this unit, you will read that the imperialistic countries of 
Europe adopted different methods to establish their colonies in 
Asia, Africa and America. Apart from economic motives, several 
other factors such as the pressure of increasing population, mission- 
ary propaganda, national glory, etc.. prompted them to bring far 
off lands within the sphere of their control. 


The study of the following pages will tell you that imperialism 
has done more harm thar. good to the people of the colonies. While 
the imperialistic countries exploited the culonies for their selfish 
interests and became richer and powerful, the colonial people, on 
the other hand, were reduced to abject poverty and backwardness. 
You will further read that the conflicting interests of the imperial 
powers often led to terrible wars resulting in destruction of humanity- 


1, RISE AND GROWTH OF IMPERIALISM 


‘Meaning of Imperialism 

The word imperialism is derived from the Latin word 
“imperium’ which means power. According to the authors of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Imperialism is the policy of a state aim- 
ing at establishing control beyond its borders over people unwilling 
to accept such control.” To quote William L. Langer, “If you try 
‘to divorce imperialism from territorial control, you get nowhere.. 
deae» » Thus imperialism is the policy ofa state to build up an 
empire by forcibly occu pying land of other people. It involves the 


use of power against its victims. 


" 


Imperialism is not only hateful but morally unjustified 
Imperialistic powers generally exploit the colonies for their own 
selfish interests, They drain away the natural wealth of the colonies 
under their control. They often impose irksome restrictions on the 
colonial people. No wonder, weaker nations are, even today, under 
constant fear of imperialism. 

Imperialism in Ancient Times 

Imperialism is as old as human civilization. You have already 
read tha: e ancient Greeks, Romans, Persians and Chinese built 
up vast empires for themselves. The Greeks established. colonies in 
all directions along the coasts of the Mediterranean and the Black 
Seas. The Romans conquered lands aíter lands. Their empire 
extended from the Tigris-Euphratcs in the east to Spain in the on 
and from the African desert in the south to Britain in the north. 
Cyrus, the Persian monarch, laid the foundation of a vast empire. 
In Eastern Asia, the Chinese empires of Chou, Ch’in, Han and UR 
dynasties extended their sway over vast territories. We can iod 
examples like this. The Arabs built up a vast empire which comprise 
Western Asia, Northern Africa and South Western Europe. Later 
on the Turks' also extended their imperial rule over vast areas in 
Western Asia and South-Eastern Europe. 


Ancient imperialism was viewed differently. Mencius, iie 
Chinese scholar condemned it outrightly and called itan acto 
sheer greediness of rulers. Majority of the rulers, on the other hand, 
believed that in building their empire they were fulfilling a divine 
mission, 

Post-Renaissance Imperialism 

The first 
Renaissance. 
people of Euro 
in different pa 
there arose riv. 


great wave of European imperialism began after ms 
The Renaissance or the ‘New Learning’ made the 
pe bold and adventurous. They discovered new lands 
rts of the world. Stimulated by the prospect of tade 
alry among different European powers for colonial 
expansion. Thus between the fifteenth century and the middle of 
the eighteenth century, England, Portugal, Holland, Spain and 
France built up colonial empires in America, Africa, India and East 
Indies, 

During this 
cally d 
that th 
the im 
conce 


period, the colonies were politically and economi- 
Ominated by the imperial powers. The common belief was 
€ colonies existed for the benefit of the mother-country, i.e., 
perial Country. [t was, therefore, an imperia'ism based on the 
pt of mercantilism. Init, the colonies were exploited to the 
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fullest extent by the mother-country and they were forbidden to 
nave economic relations with any other country. Obviously, it led 
to a strong reaction by the colonial people. 


Modern Imnerialism 


Another wave of imperialism which was more powerful than 
the earlier types of imperialism spread after the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. Apart from England and France, tnere arose new imperialistic 
countries such as Germany, Italy, U.S.A, Belgium, Russia and 
Japan etc, In the nineteenth century, these powers brought various 
parts of Africa and Asia under their control and established their 
colonies, These colonies were to be used as sources of raw materi- 
als, opportunities for investment cf surplus capital and markets for 
manufactured goods. Added to these economic reasons, there was a 
revival of intense nationalism. The European governments en- 
couraged their citizens to keep national interests before everything. 
else. This led to fierce competition in trade and colonial expafision 
and often resulted in aggressive wars. Thus, it was an era of aggres- 
sive imperialism. 


This phase of imperialism is also known as New liaperialism. 
After the American Revclution, England, the chief colonial power, 
adopted a new policy towards her colonies, It was based on the 
principle of granting self-government to the colonies in successive 
degrees. The example of England was, more or less, followed by 
other imperial powers too. Adam Smith and Lord Durham played 
an important part in Shaping the New Imperialism. 


Methods of Imperialism 


The imperialists adopted different methods to establish their 
control over different areas. First was outright military conquest, 
The British conquered Canada from the French and South Africa 
and Ceylon from the Dutch. Second was outright fraud. The more 
civilized nations of Europe used “gold, grime racks or gun powder'* 
to cheat innocent native leaders. Most part of Africa was acquired! 
inthis way. Stanley purchased a large territory in Congo for the 
King of Belgium just for a few pieces of gold. Third was the prospect. 
oftrade which gradually led to the political control. The English 
and other Europeans entered India as traders, but in course’ of time, 
occupied different parts of the country. Lastly some colonies 
Were acquired as the spoils of war. For example, England retained 
Malta ‘and Mauritius which she capiured during her wat against 


Napoleon. 
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Factor. wsich Led to Imperialism 


The major factors which led to the rise and development of 
imperialism were as under : 


i, Discovery of New Lands. The discovery of new lands 
"Ted to the establishment of colonies. Spain and Portugal set up 
'colonies in Central and South America after the discovery of 
American continent by Columbus. The discovery of a new sea route 
to India by Vasco-da-Gama enabled Portugal to set up her colonies 
in India. Later on, the English, the Dutch and the French founded 
colonies in the remaining parts of America and India. The explo- 
rations of Livingstone and Stanley helped in the establishment of 
European colonies in Africa in the nineteenth century. 


2. Economic Motive. The imperial powers like England, 
France, Spain and Portugal built up their colonial empires in 
America, Asia and Africa mainly for economic gain. In fact, the 
European powers found the three continents rich in wealth and 
Natural resources. So they wanted to exploit them for their interests. 
The imperial powers also carried on slave trade which they found to 
be very profitable, They established slave trading settelments 10 
Africa. One may say that the colonies were ‘milch cow’ for the 
“Imperial nations and the latter enriched themselves at the cost of 
the former. The Mercantile system completely forbade a colony to 


have trade relations with any other country other than the Imperial 
colony, 


_ 3. Demand for Raw Materials. It was Industria] Revolu- 
tion which inaugurated new imperialism in the nineteenth century. 
The industrialised countries of Europe needed sufficient raw materi- 
als to feed their industries. So they were keen to acquire colonies 
"Which could fulfil their demand for raw materials. To cite an exam- 
ple, England wanted to have control over Egypt because of the 
Egyptian cotton which she needed for her textile industry. England 
also used her colonies in North America as sources of raw materials 
for her own industries, So was the case with other European 
nations. They obtained cheap raw material for their industries. 


4. Search for New Markets, Besides fulfilling their need 
for raw materials, the industrial countries of Europe wanted colonies 
‘to Serve as markets for their manufactured goods. After the 
Napoleonic wars, England lost her markets in Europe. So she 
turned her attention towards America, Africa and Asia to search 
for new markets. The English East India company created a vast 
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marketin India for English goods. Soon a struggle for markets 
began among the European nations in different parts of the World. 


5, Investment of Surplus Capital. As a result of Industrial 
Revolution, the European industrialists had become very rich. They 
considered the newly founded colonies useful for investment of their 
surplus capital so as to earn greater profits. During the British rule 
in India, many British capitalists had invested their money in diffe- 
rent industries in India such as railways shipping and mining etc., 
and thus earned huge profits. Similarly, the European capitalists 
invested their capital in mining industry in Africa. 


6. Increase in Population. The growth in population was 
another factor of colonial expansion, so that the surpius population 
could be migrated to the colonies. The pressure of increasing 
population forced Japan and Germany to carve out their colonial 
empires. As Japan had a vast population, she wanted colonies. 
where she could send her surplus population. Similarly, the pressure 
of population led Germany to establish colonies in distant lands. 
To.meet the situation, Japan conquered a good part of Chinese 
territory, and Germany built up a colonial empire in Africa. We 
also learn that surplus population of Britain was also absorbed in 
Canada, Australia and South Africa. 


7. Transportation and Communication, You have 
already read that the Industrial Revolution led to improvements in 
transport and communication. This made the spread of imperialism 
easier. Manufactured goods could now be sent from the industrialis- 
ed countries of Europe to newly acquired colonies in Asia and 
Africa in much faster vessels. The imperialist countries also built 
rail roads and inland waterways in conquered lands. "Thus changes 
in transport and communication quickened the pace of imperialism. 


8. Civilising Mission. Some of the European nations 
thought it was their duty to civilise the backward Asians and 
Africans. Cecil Rhodes, the famous British coloniser, once said “I 
contend that we are the first race in the world, and that the more 
of the world we inhabit, the better it is for the human race.” 
Rudyard Kipling, the famous British poet, spoke of the “white 
man’s burden”. In his view, a white man had a duty to civilise his 
‘backward’ brothers. Jules Ferry said, “Superior races have the 
duty of civilising the inferior races". As the natives of the colonies. 
became more ‘civilised’, they would adopt many western ways and 


buy western goods. 


istianit 

9. Missionary Motives. The desire to spread d 
always engaged the attention of the Church. "i ae Thé dd 
were often sent to different lands for this Buses at RUE 
followed by the merchants and the soldiers. E UT 
Asia and Africa were colonised in this way. Mc a y ERER 
the reasons for annexing Philippines in these ks is the Fitipinos 
nothing left to do but to take them all, and to educa e RA 
and uplift and civilize and Christianize them as a M. 
whom Christ also died." Sometimes, the policy o toad 
persecutions followed by certain rulers forced pk: 2 pees 
colonies abroad. The Pilgrim Fathers went from Eng T Nr. 
America and thus laid the foundation of the Bish en ARCU 
Tn the past, the Arabs also conquered vast areas in $ pe E ds played 
Europe with a purpose to spread Islam. Thus s ÉCRAN. 
an important role in the acquisition of colonies by Imp 


er 
10. NationalGlory. A nation which had a iR 
of colonies enjoyed the status ofa world power Aen 
colonies, thus, became a symbol of national glory and aie m xdi 
in fhis race, no European power wanted to lag pes p kd 
national prestige which compelled Bismarck of Cosme "A iiit 
colonies in Africa. Sometimes, naval and Stes Gibraltar 
up to have an effective control on the colonies? a is condendi 
"Singapore, Ceylon and outer Tibet by the English wer icd ABS, 
on the plea of ‘national Security. France also occup 
Tunisia and Morocco in Africa for the same purpose. 


: ies. 
ll. Political Instability of the Afro-Asian LE gs : 
The disunity and weakness of the Afro-Asian peoples eather 
the powerful countries like England, France, penta tie EU 
to conquer their lands. These industrialised powers establi ! 


à y s ited them 
colonies in different parts of Africa and Asia and exploit 
fully for their own interests. 


In comparison to the industrialised European Coe ns 
people of the Continents of Africa and Asia were XE RA MA 
@cience and technology, They were not aware of the latest Pas able 
of production, Besides, they were militarily yay NAE T idea of 
to face the armed strength of the European powers. T s fs 
Strong nation states had not yet developed in these continen LA s 
local rulers hardly cared for the welfare of the people. These 


fonditions obviously helped the imperialist nations of the West to 
Conquer these lands, 


| 
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i. Imperialism in Asia 


Imperialism in Asia can be divided into two distinct phases. 
In the Post-Renaissance Imperialism, the European nations like the 
Portuguese, the Dutch and the English established their trading 
settlements in India and the East Indies or Indonesia. Later, in the 
second phase of imperialism, which began in the nineteenth century, 
‘China, Tibet, Korea, Indo-China, Persia, and other Asiatic 
‘countries came under the sway of different imperial powers as we 
‘shall see below : 


(a) India. In 1497, Vasco-da-Gama, a Portuguese explorer 
‘sailed from Lisbon and next year reached Calicut in India. This 
fled to the Portuguese settlements in India. Ultimately, they occupied 
‘Goa, Daman and Diu. The example of the Portuguese was 
followed by the Dutch, the English and the French and they all 
were keen to have a commercial and political footing in India. 
The Dutch and the Danes established colonies in India, but they 
failed to keep them under their control due to the supremacy of the 
English. 


In order to exploit the riches of India,-the British merchants 
formed the English East India Company in 1600, syhich set up 
‘several trade settlements in India and other parts ofAsia. In the 
‘seventeenth century, the French East India Company was also 
established to do trade with India. As in America, so in India, the 
British and the French powers clashed for supremacy, After the 
three Carnatic Wars, the English succeeded in destroying the 
french power in India. 

The English East India Company. followed a systematic policy 
‘of political expansion in India. Taking advantage of the weakness 
of the native rulers, the company gradually annexed their territories 
to the British Empire in India. The British Governor-Generals like 
Lord Wellesley and Lord Dalhousie alienated the feelings of the 
Indians by their policy of oppression and exploitation. It led to the 
‘Great Rising of 1857. After the Revolt of 1857, the rule of the 
East India Company came to an end, and the British government 
took over direct control of India. The princely states were also 
under the influence of the British rulers. The conquest of India by 
Britain was, therefore, complete. 


During the rule of the East India Company, the vast Tesources 
of India fell into the hands of the English. The company used its 
‘Political power to dictate terms to the weavers of Bengal who were 
forced to sell their products ata cheaper price, even ataloss. The 


officials of the company collected land revenue with aer 
ness even if the peasants had to suffer hardships. Now ' zs s Dr 
traders could purchase Indian goods with the money made x 
from British conquests in India and sold in England and ur pem 

The Industrial Revolution in England further jpover dra 
the Indians. The British goods were sold in the Indian m 


Even the railways were laid on a large scale with the sole ed 
of promoting British manufactured goods in different parn s a 
country. Besides, India was forced to export raw materia 2 hs 
the British industries needed. As a result, Indian han Eum 
industries were totally ruined. India's wealth and resources ud 
exported to Britain without any material return. This peque 
Drain’ was pecuiliar to British rule in India. John Sullivan, President 
of the Board of Revenue, Madras, remarked "Our system acts Mes 
much like a sponge, drawing up all the good things from the dod 
of the Ganges, and squeezing them down on the banks of the 
Thames”, 5 
The Indiens hated the British imperialism which was atits 
worst. The British rulers imposed oppressive laws to suppress the 
Indians. They also passed discriminatory acts against them. The 
educated Indians were deprived of holding responsible positions n 
government. Allthese measures only added fuel to the fire. The 


Indians were determined to get their country freed from the English 
rule, 


(b) South and South-East Asia includes Ceylon, Malaya, 
Burma, Indorfesia, Indo-China, Thailand and the Philippines. Most 
of these countries were dominated by the Europeans before the rise 
of the new imperialism in the nineteenth century. 

Ceylon was first occupied by the Portuguese, then by the 
Dutch and later by the British during the Napoleanic wars. England 
introduced tea and rubber plantations which formed seventh-eighths 
of the exports of Ceylon. 

The British extended their empire in the Malaya Peninsula- 
They conquered different states of Malaya, North Borneo and 
Singapore. Conquest of Malaya and Singapore enabled the British 
to have control of all the trade of the Far East that passed through 
the Straits of Malacca. Moreover, the British control over Malay 


Peninsula, Singapore and Burma provided security to the British: 
empire in India. 


In 1885, the King of Burma signed a commercial treaty wit» 
France. The British merchants feared that the rich Burmese market 
would be captured ‘by their French rival and it might even lead tc 
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the establishment of a French dominion in Burma. The British 
government, therefore, started an aggressive war with Burma. The: 


Burmese king was captured. Burma was finally annexed to the 
British-Indian empire. 


} Though the Portuguese conquered Malacea in Spice Islands: 
in 1511, they lost it to the Dutch in 1640. By the middle of the 
seventeenth century, the Dutch had set up their fortified stations: 
all over the East Indies (i.e., the Islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo,. 
Bali etc.). Taking advantage of the Anglo-French struggle in India, 
they captured these settlements and thus established a vast colonial 
empire consisting of Indonesia and the surrcunding islands in South- 
East Asia. 


The French gradually established their colonial empire im 
Indo-China (Cochin-China, Cambodia and Annam) and Laos, They 
spread their culture in the region and exploited the resources of 
the peninsula to their advantage. In spite of frequent revolts. 
against the French, their rule continued. 

Thailand, or Siam was an independent kingdom between Indo- 
China and Burma. It made great progress in education. Though 
independent, both France and England tried to exercise their autho- 
rity over its affairs. : 

In 1898, the United States went on war with Spain on the 
ground that Cuba should be freed, and Spain should withdraw from 
here. At this time, the United States also defeated Spain and 
occupied the Philippines. The Fillipinos revolted against the 
American occupation but were suppressed, Thus the Philippines 
became an American colony. 

(c) China. About the middle of the nineteenth century, the 
European nations began to exploit the backward Chinese. The 
British defeated them in the Opium Wars and forced them to part 
with the parts of Hong-Kong, Canton and Shanghai and to pay 
heavy damages. China was also compelled to open her ports to 
European traders, permit the opium trade and grant facilities to 
Christian missionaries, The Chinese government could no longer 
try the British subjects for their crimes, in Chinese courts. In course 
of time, Russia captured Port Arthur and a large part of Manchuria;. 
Germany acquired Kiao-Chow; France took possession of Kwang- 
Chow Wan and England seized Wei-Hai-Wei (1898). Thus these 
Western countries divided China into spheres of their influence 
where they could fully exploit the resources. It i$ cutting of the: 
*Chinese melon'. 
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By the end of the nineteenth century, Japan rose to be a great 
Asiatic colonial power. She conquered Korea and Formosa from 
China, and gavea crushing defeat to Russia in 1904-1905, Mean- 
while the U.S.A. advocated an ‘Open Door’ policy. According 
to this policy, all ports of China should be thrown open, on equal 
terms, to all foreigners for trade. The Britain supported this policy 
as it would check the annexation of China by Japan and Russia. In 
Order to oust the foreign influence, the Chinese started a national 
movement known as ‘Boxer Movement’, but they failed to free their 
Country from the yoke of foreign domination. China was gradually 
reduced to the position of an international colony. 

After the First World War, Japan had increased her power 
considerably. Defying the League of Nations, she captured 
Manchuria in 1932 and Started a full scale war with China. During 
the Second World War, her rulers expected to Conquer the whole of 
China and South-East Asia. At this time, the Japanese imperialism 
Posed a great threat and challenge to the Western supremacy. 
Ultimately, the Allies (England, America, etc ) showed their might 
to the world by dropping two Atom Bombs on the Japanese cities 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August, 1945, 


(d) Central Asia. In the later half of the nineteenth 
century, Russia occupied Tashkent, Samarkand and Bokhara in 
Central Asia, She failed to bring Afghanistan under her influence 
due to the British Opposition. In fact, England and Russia were the 
great rivals in the struggle to control Persia, Afghanistan and Tibet. 
Although both had economic interests in these countries, but 
Britain Was worried about defending India against the expansion of 
Russia, Finally in 19/7, the two imperial powers arrived at an 
agreement over’ these countries. Both powers agreed not to inter- 
fere in Tibet. Russia agreed to withdraw from Afghanistan and 
considered it to be under British influence. The Anglo-Russian 
agreement alsa defined the spheres of their political influence in 
Persia—The Northern Part of Persia within Russia’s sphere of 
influence and the Southern Part under Britain’s, The agreement 
foiled the plans of Germany to build a railway line between Berlin 
and Baghdad and Consequently checked her desire to do trade with 
Turkey and India across the Middle East. After the Russian 
Revolution (1917),"the new Soviet government rejected the agree- 
ment of 1907 and gave up her rights in Persia, The whole Persia 
was subsequently brought under the British control. The following 
map will show that almost whole of Asia had been occupied uy 
the imperialist powers by the beginning of the twentieth century : 
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2, Imperialism in Africa 
(a) Slavery and Slave trade 
Of the Europeans, the Portuguese were the first to attack the: 
coastal areas of Africa, They captured the Africans and sold them 
as slaves. There was a regular market in Lisbon, the capital of 
Portugal, for sale and purchase of the African slaves. It was from 
here that the Spanish merchants bought slaves and took them 
to their American colonies. These slaves were forced to work like 
animals in the fields, mines and plantations, They were mercilessly 
beaten and often tortured to death. 


In this way, the inhuman trade in slaves continued till the 
middle of the 19th century. The English followed the Portuguese 
and Spainards in this respect. Sir John Hawkins made a voyage 
to Africa during the reign of Elizabeth I and brought a large number 
of slaves. Soon, slavery became a recognised feature of the civi- 
lised world. 

Gradually, the brutal conditions to which these slaves were 
subjected roused the'conscience of many right thinking persons in 
Europe and America. Some Christians considered the slave trade 
against Christian morality. Others believed that the slave trade was. 
a very cruel system of labour supply. By an act passed in 1833, 
slavery was abolished in the British Isles. The British also persuaded 
the Spanish and the Brazilians to enforce laws against the slave: 
trade. But the united states took a revolutionary step in this 
direction. In 1862, the American President Abraham Lincolm 
abolished slayery and declared that slaves were free citizens with no 


bonds, Lincoln had to lay down his life for this bold and humani- 
tarian step, 


y Although the slave trade came to an end, Africa was once 
again conquered in the nineteenth century by the imperialist nations. 


The Tesults were the partition of Africa and the beginning of colo- 
nial rule. 


(b Scramble for Africa 


Until the end of the eighteenth, most part of Africa was 
monn, n 1H ‘Dark continent’, Only the coastal regions were in 
Hed 8 of the Portuguese, the Dutch, the English and the French. 

nine-tenths of Africa had still not been explored and conquered. 
At last, during the Second half of the nineteenth century, brave 
explorers and missionaries such as Morton Stanley and David 
Livingstone made the world known about the wealth of Africa. 
The explorers and missionaries were followed by the traders- 
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Thereafter, the European powers sent troops for conquest of Africa. 
"This sc-a.. ble for power in Africa began in the nineteenth century. 
‘Soon tne different countries set up colonies on account of the 
weakness of the Africans, as we shall see below : 

(a) Golonies of Belgium. King Leopold II of Belgium 
financed the voyages of Morton Stanley who explored the rich 
‘Congo Basin. Stanley founded the Congo Association and forced 
the African chiefs to hand over large tracts of land. He called 
the occupation of Congo (now, Zaire) a unique humanitarian and 
political enterprise but it was a sheer exploitation of the unlettered 
Congo people. So the Congo free state became the monopoly of 
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the king. There was a lot of criticism against this. At last in 1908, 
the government of Belgium took over the territory from the king. 
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As the colony was rich in ivory and rubber, the Belgium earned 
huge profits in trade, 


Later she also set up the colony of Mozambique. Spain possessed 


pieces of territory on the coast of Guinea and Morocco, Ria-de-Oro 
and Adrar. 


(c) Italy. Italy captured Eritrea and Italian Somaliland in 
the east. She tried to bring the mountainous state of Abyssinia 
(modern Ethiopia) under her control but Was not successful. 
Further, she Occupied Libya and Tripoli in the north, 

(d) Germany. Towards the end of the nineteenth century. 
Germany acquired the t : 
Africa » but she was not satisfied 
She also wanted the Portuguese colonies of 
and Beigian Congo herself, but Germany’s 
the first world war, however, shattered all her dreams. 


he even lost her Colonies of Togoland and Cameroons to the 
England and France, 


(e) F rance 


- France first established her control over Algeria. 
It was the 


Most profitable possession of France, and provided E 
Vast market for French goods. Gradually she brought Tunis, the 
Sahara region, the island of Madagascar, Senegal and Morocco etc., 
under her Control. In the beginning, she had control over Egypt, 
but she gave up her claim in favour of Great Britain. But when 


France and Germany nearly went to War over Morocco, the former 
Was assured of mil 


f) Great Britain, 
parts of Africa— 


D h statesman, played a notable part in 
setting up British colonies in South Africa. He helped England in 


the Dutch settlers 
d other rich settle- 
l with them. First 
* But in the subsequent Wars, Orange 


ments of Oran 
the English Occupied Nata] 
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Free State and Transval also came under the British control. In: 
1909, all these Dutch settlements were united in the ‘Union of South: 
Africa’. They were later on granted self-government within the: 
British Empire. 

As early as 1858, the Suez Canal was built by the Egyptian 
governor with the help of the French- Ferdinand De Lesseps, the 
French engineer, designed the canal which was opened for traffic 
in 1869. As the financial position of Egypt became serious, Lord 
Disraeli, the British Prime Minister, took advantage ofif. He 
purchased about half of the shares in. the Suez Canal, considered to 
be the ‘Life-line of the British Empire’, on behalf of his government. 
It was the possession of these shares which ultimately led to the 
occupation of Egypt by England. The latter could now control the 
best route to India. 5 

Egyptian Sudan was also brought within the sphere of British 
control. The French sent an expedition against this, but the affair 
was settled without a war. France was given a free hand to expand 
in central and western Sudan, and the Sahara. 


, Thus in a quarter of a century, the partition of Africa among 
different European powers was completed. The Europeans no 
doubt built roads and railways and also reclaimed the dense forests 
of Africa, but they exploited its natural resources and vast wealth 
for their personal interests, They harshly treated the African 
natives and sold them as slaves in other countries, as stated earlier. 


Effects of Imperialism 

A host of European and American writers highlight tne good 
effects of imperialism in their writings. They justify imperialism 
by laying emphasis on such factors as schools and colleges, roads 
and railways, canals and bridges, medicine and sanitation, law and 
order, trade and commerce etc. They claim that the imperialistic 
countries took many steps to improve the social and material 
condition of the people of the backward countries in Asia and 
Africa. Further, there is no denying the fact that Imperialism 
exposed the colonial people to new ideas and aspirations for 
freedom. 
In contrast to the above, there are writers who associate 
imperialism with exploitation, misery, power, cruelty, conversion, 
degradation and racial segregation. To quote John Conard, “In 
many cases the motives for empire building have been selfish and. 
the people living in the colonies have frequently been exploited for 
the benefit of the mother-country.” J.A. Holison also regards. 
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imperialism as being rapacious and immoral. The following were 
the frightful effects of impertalism. 

1. Exploitation of the Colonies. It is true that the Asians 
and Africans by their contact with the Europeans got rid of many 
of their evil customs and traditions and learnt about the progressive 
ideas of the West. But it is not difficult to deny that the imperial 
powers exploited their colonies both politically and economically. 
Parker Moon observed: “The reason why the British first entered 


India, and the primary reason they have remained there was not to. 


benefit India but to benefit Great Britain". This naked exploitation 


of the colonial people led to their misery and poverty in no small 
measure. 


2. Loss of Morality. The imperialist countries forsook 
all norms of morality to rule over the colonial people. They often 
followed the policy of *divide and rule' so as to prolong their rule 
in the colonies. They sowed the seeds of dissension among the 
natives and made them fight among themselves. Such was the 
policy followed by the British which ultimately led to the division 
of India into two dominions i.e., India and Pakistan. 


3. Racial Segregation. The Europeans took pride in their 
ace and culture. They always considered themselves superior to 
the black and yellow races of Africa and China. It gave rise to the 
policy of apartheid or racial segregation which is so vigorously 
pursued in South Africa even today. The recent report of the 
WHO says that the poor health of Africans is due to the apartheid 
policy. While there is one doctor for every 400 whites; for blacks 


the ratio is 1:44,400—the former being the best and the latter the 
worst ratio in the world. 


4. International Rivalry and Conflicts, Modern imperia- 


lism led to bitter rivalry amon i 
t g the Euro ; ards 
the end of the nineteenth century, Cae etal dade 


German ired to 
Surpass each other in the race fi Men Seach 


or colonial possessions. Similarly, 
France and Germany had clash of interests over Morocco in Africa. 


Zn jealousy and hatred were generated among powers, and they 
p up armaments to measure their Strength with each other, 


5. Destruction of Humanit: i 
i y. Rivalry among great powers 
Pap in dreadful wars. The’ Russo-Japanese Was, the war 
Ih against the ‘Boers’, the war of Ital i iopi 
and the two Great World W; f ad 193971965 ere 
| ars of 1914-1918 and 1939- 
fought on account of i ialisti i on 
ug! „Ot imperialistic policies of great pow 
Millions of people died in these wars for no fault of fure a0 
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End of Imperialism 

The twentieth century brought a death-knell to imperialism. _ 
"The imperial powers found themselves faced with numerous politi- 
cal and social problems in their colonies.: The development of 
‘education and press, growth of democratic ideas and a collective 
self-consciousness led to the demand for self-government in colonies. 
The foreign powers had to yield before these forces of nationalism. 
‘Moreover, the two world wars had made the European nations So 
much weak that they gradually withdrew from many of their 
«colonies. 3 

Today most of the countries of Asia and Africa have attained 
their independence. Imperialism, thanks to the efforts of the. 
U.N.O., is on the decline. Nevertheless, the undeveloped and 
underdeveloped nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America need to 
"be oe the guard against the imperial ambitions of the developed 
world. 


Points to Remember 


1. Imperialism denotes the policy of a state to build up an 
empire by grabbing land of other people. 

2. Imperial powers generally exploit the colonies for their 
own selfish interests. 

3. Imperialism is as old as human civi 
times, the Greeks, the Romans, the Pers.ans and the 
Chinese built up vast empire for themselves. 

A, The Post-Renaissance imperialism was based on the 
concept of mercantilism. The chief imperial powers in 
this period were England, Portugal, Holland, Spain and 
France. 

5. Modern Imperialism began after the Industrial revolution 
in Europe. 

6. England, France, Germany, Italy, U.S.A., Belgium, 
Russia and Japan were the major imperialist countries in 
the nineteenth century. Their rivalry over trade and 
colonies often resulted in aggressive wars. N 

7. The imperialistic countries adopted different methods to 
establish their control over different areas in Asia, Africa 
and America. These included military conquests, frauds, 
trade activities followed by political control. Colonies 
were also acquired as spoils of war. 


lization. In ancient 
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There were numerous factors which led to the rise and 
development of imperialism. These included PANI 
of new lands, demand for raw materials, search for ne 
markets, investment of surplus capital, pressure of popu- 
lation, missionary motives and national glory etc. 
Vasco-da-Gama, a Portuguese explorer, discovered a new 
sea route to India in 1498 and the Portuguese established: 
settlements at Goa, Daman and Diu in India. 


The British merchants formed the English East India 
Company in 1600. 


The British and the French powers clashed for supremacy 
in India, After the three Carnatic wars the English 
succeeded in destroying the French power in India. 


The English East India Company followed a systematic 
policy of political expansion and wholesale exploitation 
in India. It ultimately led to the Great Rising of 1857. 
The Dutch established a vast colonial empire in South- 
East Asia. 


In order to secure their empire in India, the English 
brought Burma, Singapore and Malaya Peninsula within 
the sphere of their control. 


The French established their colonial empire in Indo- 
China (Cochin-China, Cambodia and Annam) and Laos. 


The backward Chinese were exploited by England, Russia, 


France and Germany who set up colonies in different 
parts of China. 


The U.S.A. advocated an "Open Door” policy in China. 


By the end of the nineteenth century, Japan rose to be a. 
great Asiatic colonial power, 


Russia occupied Tashkent, Samarkand and Bokhara in 
Central Asia. Besides, Northern Persia came within. 
Russia’s sphere of influence, 

Morton Stanley, an explorer, 


PA. and David Livin 
missionary, opened up the ‘D igstone, a 


ark continent’ to the world, 
sea ett European countries, such as Belgium, Portugal, 
UO E France and Great Britain 
AA es in the vast unclaimed regions of 


Germany, 
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22. Cecil Rhodes, the famous British statesman, played an 
important part in setting up British colonies in South 
Africa. ^ 

23. Suez Canal was designed by the French engineer, 
Ferdinand De Lesseps and was opened for traffic in 1869. 


24. The good features of imperialism include opening of 
Schools and colleges, building of roads and railways, 
canals and bridges, maintenance of law and order and 
development of trade and commerce. 


25. Imperialism is rightly associated with exploitation, misery, 
cruelty, conversion, degradation and racial segregation of 
the colonial people. 

26. Rivalry among the European nations led to dreadful- 
wars, and consequently, there was a great destruction of 
humanity. 

27. The twentieth century brought a death-knell to imperia- 
lism. Today most of the countries of Asia and Afric 
have attained their independence. 


Revision Questions 


Essay Type Questions 


1. What do you understand by ‘Imperialism’ ? Examine its different 
phases to the end of the nineteenth century. ty 
2. Discuss the causes of the rise of imperialism. 
(ALL India Sec. School Examination, 1978) 
(Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1978). 
3. What were the different methods employed by the European nations. 
to establish colonies in the world ? Support your answer with examples. 


4, Describe the rise of colonial Empires in India and China. 
5, Explain how the European powers entered and captured different. 


parts of Africa. 
6, What were the effects of Imperialism on Asia and Africa during the: 


„nineteenth century ? 
7. Discuss t 
in conquering a large 


he causes of the success of European imperialist countries. 


part of Asia and Africa. 
(Delhi Board Sec. Examination, 1978). 


$, Explain the distinctive. features of Modern Imperialism,Ex amine 


its operation in Asia and Africa. 
9. Write short notes on t 
(a) Japanese Im perialism. 
Er (b) Bad effects of Imperialism. 


ees eee vage mgr 


he following : 


? 
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Short Ans-er Questions 


10. Name three a 


ncient peoples who established colonial empires in 
ancient times. 


11. Name three explorers who helped in Imperialism. 
12. Name three important Portuguese colonies in India. 


_ 13. Name three colonies held by the British in Asia for security of 
their empire in India. 


14. Where did the Dutch mainly build up their colonies in the East ? 


15. How did Russia extend her power in Central Asia ? 
16. How did the New Imperialism differ from the Old one ? 
17. What do you understand by the Phrase ; 

“The white man’s burden” ? 


18. Point out the factors responsible for the growth of Imperialism. 


(AlLIndia Sec. School Examination, 1980, 


(Delhi Sec. School Examinaticn, 1980) 
Mention the effects of Imperialism, 


(Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1980) 
20. What is the position of Imperialism in the recent times ? 
I Work 


19. 


1 
European 


2 
each of Bri 


On the outline map of Africa show the colonies held by different 
Powers during the nineteenth century, 


In the outline map of the world provided to you, mark two colonies 
tain and Portugal in Africa, giving their names, 


(All India'Sec, School Examination, 1978) 


Unit—IL 


Socialist Movement And The 
Russian Revolution 


Introduction 


You have read that the industrial revolution gave rise toa 
new social and econemic system known as capitalism. Under thie 
System the means of production such as raw materials, mills and 
machines were owned by a few-and the vast majority of the people 
worked for their bread in the factories. With a view to improving 
the condition, the workers organised themselves into trade unions, 
But the trade unions were declared illegal. In course of time the 
governments in various countries were forced to pass laws to protect 
workers from unsafe working conditions and to regulate the hours 
of work. 


Some workers thought the machines were the cause of the 
misery of the workers. They started movement to break machines. 
Soon they realised that the destruction of machines would not 
solve their problem. Socialism and the movement based on these 
ideas, however, proved the greatest challenge to the capitalism. 
The socialists believed that the capitalism needs to be replaced bya 
new kind of social and economic system in which all the means of 
production would be owned by the society as a whole and would be 
utilized for the welfare of all the people. 

Socialism and movements based on these ideas made much 
progress but the World War I gave a set back to the socialist move- 
ment. A great revolution, however, took place in Russia and after 
the war Russia made progress at a fast rate. 


On going through the pages of this unit you will know as to 
what ideas and the philosophies gave rise to the socialist movement. 
You will also see what factors brought about a revolution in Russia 
and through what stages the Russians had to pass to establish 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republic in Russia. Further you will 
see as to what impact the Russian Revolution made on Russia and 
the world. 
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Socialism 

Capitalism, a social and economic system, under which means 
of production are owned and utilized by a few and the vast majority 
-of the people works for the bread in the factories. Under this 
‘system the condition of the workers was miserable. The workers 
tried to improve their lot but no significant result came out. The 
capitalism, however, received a challenge from the ideas of socialism 
and the movements based on, those ideas. The socialist philoso- 
phers attacked the basis of capitalism—the private ownership of 
means of production and advocated in favour of the establishment 
of a new social and economic system in which the means of produc- 
tion would be owned by the society as a whole and would also be 
employed for the good of the society. 

Ideas of socialism remained a mere dream for sometime. But 
in 1789 the French Revolution with its ideal of equality gave a new 
impetus to the socialism. The French Revolution, as you know, put 
an end to the autocratic rule of the French emperor but failed to 
Bive equality in economic, social and Political life. Attempts were 
made to overthrow the existing government in France and to esta- 
blish a society based on socialist ideas. One such attempt was made 
‘by Babeuf's Conspiracy. 

Babeuf, born in 1760 has participated in the French revolution 
1789. He had seen that the revolution failed to usher an era of 

' equality in economic, social and political life. This is why people 
were feeling discontented. Taking advantage of the situation, 
Babeuf organised a secret society called the Society of Equals. He 
declared that time has come to set up the republic of equals and 
therefore, it is necessary to make another revolution. Revolution 
Occurred but failed as a large number of leaders including Babeuf 
Were arrested in 1796. In 1797 Babeuf was executed. He failed 


to-overthrow the government but his ideas made great impact on 
the growth of socialist movement. 


Utepian Socialists 


a new and better system of 
"from each according to his 
k." They visualized a Society 
But the methods employed by 
( 22 ) 


y Saint Simon gave the slogan, 
capacity, to each according to his wor 
_ free from exploitation ofall types. 
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them to establish the visualized society were impracticable and 
ineffective. For these reasons these socialists were known as 
Utopian Socialists. 

Louis-Auguste Blanqui (1805-1881) was the most prominent 
among those who helped in spreading the ideas of socialism. He 
also played an important role in almost allthe uprisings in Paris 
during the period 1830 to 1871. He advocated that through a 
revolutionary conspiracy, power could be captured to establish 
gocialism. 

League of Just 


To propagate socialistic ideas and to organise workers, many 
organisations came into existence. League of Just was one of those 
organisations. It had its members in many countries of Europe. It 
gave the slogan, “All Men are Brothers." This indicates its feature 
of internationalism. In 1847 League’s name was changed to the 
Communist League. Its aim was to overthrow the society based on 
class distinctions and the establishment of a new society without 
class and without private property. 

Marxian Socialism 

Communist League had asked Karl Marx and his friend 
Frederic Engels to draft the manifesto. They presented the 
Communist Manifesto in German in 
February, 1848. These two gave a 
new direction to socialist ideology 
and movement. Their philosophy is 
known as Marxism and it influenced 
almost every field of knowledge. 
Marxian view of socialism is known 
as Scientific Socialism. 


According to the Communist 
Manifesto the aim of workers all over 
the world was the overthrow of 
capitalism and the establishment of 
socialism. It pointed out that capi- 
talism does not serve the needs of Karl Marx 
man and like other social and 
economic systems it would be replaced by a system better suited to 
the human needs. Marx analysed the working of the capitalism in 
his famous work Das Capital (Capital) and pointed out that the 
workers produce more ‘value’ than they get in the form of wages. 
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The difference is taken up by the capitalist in the form ep: P 
According to Marx, profit is the cause of conflict. e E 
conflict can be resolved only if the private ownership [) m a 
production is abolished. This will help in establishing a clas 


society. According to Marx it would be achieved by the working: 
class. 


Revolution had broken out in almost all the countries whem 
the Communist Manifesto , was, published in 1848. These revolts 
aimed at the establishment of democracy. But these revolutions 
were suppressed. Failure of these revolutions showed the failure 
of the socialist movement. But soon it gained strength. 


First International 


Most important event took place in the history of socialist 
movement in the year 1864. It was the formation of the Inter- 
national working Men's Association or the First International. 
Delegates from Britain, France, Italy, Germany, Poland an 
Switzerland attended the meeting in which it was formed. Marx 
drafted the Inaugural Address. It declared -that the emancipation. 
“of the working classes must be won by the working class them- 
selves. Abolition of all class rule was accepted as its aim. It met 
n opposition from the time of its formation. Attempts were made 


to exterminate it. It was persecuted and declared illegal in many 
countries, 


The International lived for a very short period. But it exer- 
Cised tremendous influence on the workers’ movements in Europe, 
and the North America. It played am important role in developing 
bonds of international solidarity by arranging aid from Workers of 
many countries in support of the workers’ struggle in a particular 
country. Though the membership was limited yet it had become 
Strong enough to give a threat to the rulers. 


The Paris Commune, 1871 


After the defeat of French army and the arrest of French 
emperor Louis Bonaparte in the War between France and Prussia 


a New government came into being. It declared France a republic. 
The government dominated by propertied class agreed to Bismarck's 
terms for truce 


2 including the surrender of Paris, cession of Alsace- 
Lorraine and the payment of a huge war indemnity. To the workers 
this was a treacherous work done by the government. They refused 


Pasurrender. The government asked for German help to crush 
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The Paris formed a Council on March 28, 1871, and assumed 
the title of the Paris Commune. It was elected by universal adult: 
franchise and represented the workers and lower middle classes. 
It declared its aim as the ending of exploitation, Stock-exchange, 
monopolies and speculation. The commune was, however, exter- 
minated with the German help. After the extermination of Paris 
commune, systematic attempts were. made to destroy the Inter- 
national in almost every country of Europe. The international got: 
divided in 1872 due to differences on aims and methods. It was. 
formally dissolved in 1876. But by now socialist parties in many 
countries of Europe had begun to grow. 

The Second International 


Socialist parties had gained strength in various countries and 
now there wasa need for uniting the various parties. For this 
purpose a Congress was held in Paris on July 14, 1889. This: 
Congress founded the Second International. The Congress also 
declared the first of May every year as a day of working class 
solidarity. Since then Ist May is observed as the International 
working class day all over the world. 

The most significant achievement of the Second International 
was its compaign against militarism and war and asserting the 
principle of the basic equality of all people and their right to free- 
dom and national independence. 


The Second International failed to check the First World War 
and, therefore, it had serious consequences for the socialist move- 
ment in every country. 

The Russian Revolution 

In March 1917, a Soviet (Council) of workers and the soldiers: 
forced the Russian King Czar to abdicate the throne. This event 
took place in Petrograd, the Russian capital. 

The Russian Czars had ruled over Russia for centuries.. 
Nicholas II, the last of the Czars, was forcibly removed by the: 
rioting workers and soldiers. They set up a provisional government. 
under liberal leaders like Milinkov. The provisional government. 
was itself over thrown in Noyember, 1917 by the Bolsheviks, who: 
were led by Lenin and Trotsky. The Bolsheviks aimed at bringing. 
about radical changes in the politica], social and economic institu- 
tions of Russia. Í 

Tie Ral AG es eaan ea 

ion, i most important events ©: 
REL NEUE Ne) the lipid history have done so much to: 


change the ideas of man. 


In the next few pages you will see that the causes ii 
"the French revolution worked here. You will also find that simi n 
forces were working for revolution in Russia. The Russian society 
suffered from the familiar evils of old regime—authority vas 
privileges, autocracy and inefficiency. The Russian Czars were mor 
despotic than the French rulers, There was more exploitation in 
Russia than in France. 


CONDITION IN RUSSIA BEFORE THE REVOLUTION 
‘Absolutism and Oppression 


The Russian Czars ruled like despots, Ivan, the terrible 
(1533—1584), Peter, the Great (1689—1725). Catherene (1762— 
1796). Alexander I (1801—1825), Nicholas I (1825—1855) and 
Alexander II (1855—1881) ruled like dictators, A contemporary 
historian described Ivans’ government as follows : “Throughout the 
Russian land, throughout his empire there is one faith, one weight 
‘and one measure ! He alone, whatever he orders, is carried out and 
"whatever he prohibits remains prohibited Z 


Peter, the Great, was no exception. Peter decided to wester- 
nise the Russians. To achieve,this he forced thousands of serfs to 
work on the construction of St. Petersburg (modern Leningrad). 
He foreed thé fobles to leave their estates, shave their beards and 
send their sons to the western universities. He taxed even those 
who kept beards. The tax, however, varied in accordance with the 
length of the beard. He forced the ladies to dance in western style. 


Nicholas I (1825—1855) 
used the whip called knout to 
‘Suppress the serfs, The Czars used 
Pogrom, a sort of secret police to 
torture and persecute the people 
with revolutionary ideas. He 
put restrictions on travelling and 
‘imposed strict censorship on 
‘books. He sent a large number 
‘of people to Siberia to work in 
labour camps under atrocious 
conditions. 

Inequalities in the Society 

There were Sharp inequa- 
lities in the Russian Society, The 
Society was divided into two Peter, the Great 
distinct classes, At the top stood 
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the king and the nobles. Serfs stood at the bottom. About 90% 
of the Russian population were serfs. Serfdom had ceased to exist 
in Europe but it emerged in Russia during Ivan, the terrible’s reign, 
By an order, Ivan took away the freedom of the peasants to move 
from one village to another. The free peasants, thus, were con- 
verted into serfs. The serfs were illiterate, helpless and down- 
trodden. They had norights as citizens. They were tied to the 
land on which they worked under miserable conditions. They 
belonged to the owner of the land. If they were punished or abused 
by their master, they had no remedy. If they dared to raise their 
voice, they were whipped, sold or sent to Siberia. 


As time passed, the serfs became restless. After the Crimean 
War (1853-1856) in which Russia lost to England, France and 
Turkey, the serfs rose in revolt in different parts of the country. 
Increasing: revolts forced Czar Alexander II to emancipate serfs. By 
an order issued on March 1, 1861, the serfs were declared free. 

The emancipation of the serfs was undoubtedly a progressive 
step and therefore, is very important in the Russian history. The 
emancipation, however, brought no improvement in the living con- 
ditions of the peasants. It was due to various reasons like: the 
peasants were given small and uneconomical plots ; peasants had to 
make burdensome annual payments to the government, the land 
was not actually given to the peasants, it was given to Mir (village 
community), The peasants, therefore, remained discontented. 

The king and the rich nobles forming hardly 10% of the 
population led a luxurious life. Many Russian nobles owned not 
only a number of houses in the cities but also large estates in the 
countryside. 

Exploitation of Factory Workers 


Industrial revolution started in England in the late 18th 
century, By early 19th century it bad spread to many European 
countries. Russia, however, came under its impact in the 19th 
century, The Russian government took positive steps to establish 
industries only after the Crimean War. Besides using its own 
resources it imported machinery flom the European countries. 

Rapid industrialization affected the Russian society in a 
number of ways. The most important effect was the rise of new 
classes, There rose three classes—workers, industrialists and 
merchants. 

The workers, as it happened in England and other European 
countries in the early period of Industrial Revolution, lived under 


miserable conditions. They worked for longer hours of work on 
extremely low wages. They lived in houses fit only for cattle. E 
had no political rights. The workers, therefore, were discontente £ 
They had not congenial relations with the factory owners. Quite a 
few factory owners were foreigners. The new class of industrialists 
was also not to the liking of the landed nobility. 


The emergence of the new middle class had profound effect 
on the course of the Russian history. With the growth of factories. 
and improvements in the transport and communication there ap- 
peared a new commercial class consisting of merchants, financiers- 
and bankers. This middle class, however, remained relatively small: 
in Russia. But despite this, the middle class had great influence on 
the society. Many intellectuals, who spread the Western ideas of 
liberty and equality, belonged to this middle class. 


Vast Russian Empire with Varied Culture 


Russia made its beginning as a small principality of Moscow.. 
But in course of time it covered a huge block of land. Under its 
borders lived a number of nationalities having their own language 
and culture. But the Russian Czar forced the people to use Russian 
language and attempted to change their culture. 


Russian Czar's policy of expansion and Russification of the 
nationalities living within the borders brought them in conflict and 
wars with other powers and nationalities. The wars not only caused 
heavy losses but also exposed the weaknesses of the Czarist estate. 
Growth of Revolutionary Movement 

Before industrialization the peasants constituted the majority 
of the Russian population, These peasants were dissatisfied with the 
Czarist regime. They reflected their dissatisfaction and unrest 
through a number of violent outbreaks in the late 19th century. 
These outbreaks, however, were suppressed. But soon they got 
themselves organised into a separate political party. The party was 
known as the Socialist Revolutionary Party. Its main aim was to 
get the private and state-owned land divided among the peasants. 
It worked underground for a few years, It used terrorism to achieve 


its aims. Governors, ministers and Czar's uncle were among their 
victims. 


After the industrialization, 
miserable life, formed organization 
nated by Karl Marx's ideas on 
follower of Marx, formed the Russi 
1883, By 1898 this party had j 


the workers’ who were leading a 
s. The organizations were domi- 
Socialism, George Plekanov, a 
an Social Democratic Party in 
oined with many other socialist 
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groups. This united party was called the Russian Social Democratic 
Labour Pe-ty. The party suffered from a split o7 the issue of orga- 
mization and policy. 


The minority group known as Mensheviks was moderate. 
They were ready to co-operate with all groups including the middle 
‘class, who were willing to put an end to autocracy in Russia 
‘through constitutional and peaceful ways. : 


The majority group known as Bolsheviks was extreme 
‘socialists. They were of the opinion that ina country like Russia 
where no democratic rights and parliament existed, a party 
organized on parliamentary lines would not bring about any 
change. They, therefore, wanted that the members should work for 
the revolution and abide by the discipline of the Party. Lenin, one 
‘of the greatest thinkers of the socialist movement after Karl Marx 
‘and Engels, became the leader of the Bolsheviks. He worked hard 
‘to organize the party as an instrument to bring about change in 
Russia and to establish the dictatorship of the proletariate. 


There were many parties other than Mensheviks and 
Bolsheviks. In 1905, the middle class organized itself into Consti- 
‘tutional Democratic Party called in brief ‘Cadets’. Cadets wanted a 
‘constitutional monarchy with parliamentary system as it existed in 
England. But the party had no mass following as the majority of 
the Russians were either peasants or factory workers. 

In 1904-1905, the Russians were beaten by the Japanese, whom 
they called makaki i.e., little monkeys. Humiliating defeat suffered 
by the Russians sparked off the revolution. The peaceful workers. on 
their way to present a petition to the Czar, were fired. Hundreds 
of workers were killed and a large number of workers were injured. 
This incident caused disturbances—strikes by workers and peasants 
and walk-outs by the University studentsz-through out Russia. 
This period was the birth of a new form of organization This new 
form of organization was known as Soviets (Councils) of workers 
representatives. This organization proved decisive in the upheaval 
of 1917. 

First Russian Revolution to put an end to Czardom in Russia 
took place in 1905, but failed. The Czar was able to assert his 
authority but he was forced to issue a manifesto on October, 30.. 
The manifesto promised freedom of speech, press and-assembly. It 
also promised a constitution and the elected national assembly, 
called Duma. Duma gradually gained importance. It marked the 
end of Czar’s autocracy and laid the foundation of constitutional 
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monarchy, But soon the Czar adopted the old ways and the people 
lost hope for the gradual reform. The workers and peasants who 
had organized themselves into Soviets (Councils) during the revolu- 
tion gained a lot of experience. This experience brought them 
success in 19 7, when they made another attempt to put an end to 
autocracy. The revolution of 1905 aroused the people and prepared 
them for the future revolution. For all these reasons, the Russian 
Revolution of 1905 is considered as a ‘dress-rehearsal’ for the Revo- 
lution of 1917. 

The First World War (1914-18) provided the immediate cause 
for the Revolution. The Czarist state was incapable to fight a 
modern war. There were neither competent officers to lead. the 
soldiers nor the modern weapons. The government was weak, cor- 
tupt and inefficient and as such the people suffered. At such a time 
a high ranking Russian officer warned Czar Nicholas II about the 
consequences of defeat in war. He warned, war would bring defeat 
as in 1905 and defeat in turn might bring revolution. 

The Russians suffered a defeat at the hands of the Germans. 
This defeat caused discontent throughout the empire as well as in 
the army. At such atime Lenin pointed out to the people that 
revolution is necessary to overthrow the Czar government and the 
people should be prepared to sacrifice their lives to achieve the 
goal. TUM 
The Revolution Begins 

On March 8, 1917, strikes and riots broke out in Petrograd 
because of shortage of food and fuel. The Czar ordered the army 
to restore order. The soldiers, instead, joined the strikers. Conse- 
quently, the Czar ordered the dissolution of the Duma but the 
Duma leaders refused to obey the orders. The Czar was virtually 
reduced to'zero. On March 12, a provisional government headed 
by the Liberal Prince Georgi Lvov was set up. On March 15, Czar 
hd forced to abdicate the throne. This was the first Revolution in 
gu ohne ts eRe BPR aom. 
for “peace, land and bread’. Russi d derat Yeu: reg 
EE SN ussia was once again in the grip of 
pU UNE dw. t 8 and walk-outs. Local Soviets of 

6h ich were organized all over the country, 

spearheaded the agitation. In November 1917, the Bolsheviks were 
eventually able to overthrow the provisional government which 
was then headed by Alexander Kerensky. Kerensky had to flee 
from the country. Hardly five soldiers were killed in the coup de’ 
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etat. The Bolshevik revolution was a reality. Lenin and Trotsky were- 
the new leaders. 


FE ~ 
Murmansk 


|] Territories lost by Russia in 1918 


Lenin needed peace before he could reconstruct the Russian 
Society on Marxian principles. He, therefore, concluded a separate 
peace treaty! with Germany. It was a humiliating treaty. Russia 
lost almost all the territories acquired by her since the time of 


1. Treaty of Rrest-f.itovak (March 3. 1918). 
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Peter, the Great. Russia surrendered all her western provinces, 
including Finland, Poland and the Baltic provinces. 

The Bolsheviks had to face opposition from within and inter- 
vention from outside. The counter-revolutionaries! at home were 
the land-lords, businessmen, clergymen, army officials and the 
socialist revolutionaries, who were excluded from the new govern- 
ment. These counter revolutionaries were encouraged and assisted 
by many foreign powers like England, France and Japan. These 
foreign powers did not like the nationalisation of property and 
Tepudiation of the debts by Lenin's Russia. For three years the 
Bolsheviks fought against heavy odds. They eventually came out 


victorious, and in 1922, Lenin's Communist Party was in complete 
control. 


Significance of the Russian Revolution 


The Russian Revolution is one of the most epoch-making 
events of the 20th century. The Revolution overthrew autocracy, 
destroyed the power of the church and ushered a new type of state 
and a new type of Society. Russia, became U.S.S.R. i.e., Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republic. The new Society which emerged was 
built on the teachings of Karl Marx. 

Development of Russia under Lenin 

Lenin was a keen student of Marxian theories. He played. 
.an active role in the revolution. He was made responsible for the 
reconstruction of Russia. Here he tried to practise the Marxian 
theories. 

Lenin started the reconstruction work with the abolition of 
private property. Land was seized from the Jand-lords and dis- 
tributed among the peasants. Factories and workshops were 
nationalized. Labour was made compulsory for all. The Russian 
orthodox. church was disbanded. Those who opposed these 
measures were ruthlessly suppressed. Thousands of land-lords, 
businessmen and clergymen were executed under the orders of a 
tribunal known as ‘Cheka’. Czar Nicholas II and his family 


members were also victims of terror, They were shot dead in 
July 1918. 


Russia had si 
But for three 
fore, 


gned peace treaty with Germany in March 1918. 
years there was no peace in the land. Lenin, there- 
was forced to adopt drastic remedies, The policy followed by. 
Lenin between 1917 and 1921 is known as ‘War Communism’, It 


"was during this period that land, banks, foreign trade and heavy 


————— 


1. They were called the ‘Whites’ as against the revolutionaries who 
were known as the ‘Reds’, 
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End of Imperialis m 

The twentieth century brought a death-knell to imperialism. _ 
"The imperial powers found themselves faced with numerous politi- 
cal and social problems in their colonies. The development of 
education and press, growth of democratic ideas and a collective 
self-consciousness led to the demand for self-government in colonies. 
The foreign powers had to yield before these forces of nationalism. 
‘Moreover, the two world wars had made the European nations SO 
much weak that they gradually withdrew from many of their 
«colonies. E 

Today most of the countries of Asia and Africa have attained 
their independence. Imperialism, thanks to the efforts of the. 
U.N.O., is on the decline. Nevertheless, the undeveloped and 
.underdeveloped nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America need to 
‘be on the guard against the imperial ambitions of the developed 
world. 


Points to Remember 


1. Imperialism denotes the policy of a state to build up an 
empire by grabbing land of other people. 


2. Imperial powers generally exploit the colonies for their 


own selfish interests. 

4. Imperialism is as old as human civilization. 
times, the Greeks, the Romans, the Pers.ans and the 
Chinese built up vast empire for themselves. 

4. The Post-Renaissance imperialism was based on the 
concept of mercantilism. The chief imperial powers in 
this period were England, Portugal, Holland, Spain an 
France. 

5. Modern Imperialism began after the Industrial revolution 
in Europe. 

6. England, France, Germany, Italy, U.S.A., Belgium, 
Russia and Japan were the major imperialist countries in 
the nineteenth century. Their rivalry over trade and 
colonies often resulted in aggressive wars. N 

7. The imperialistic countries adopted different methods to 
establish theit control over different areas in Asia, Africa 
and America. These included military conquests, frauds, 
trade activities followed by political control. Colonies 
were also acquired as spoils of war. 


In ancient 
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- There were numerous factors which led to the rise and! 


development of imperialism. These included discovery 
of new lands, demand for raw materials, search for new 
markets, investment of surplus capital, pressure of popu- 
lation, missionary motives and national glory etc. 
Vasco-da-Gama, a Portuguese explorer, discovered a new 
sea route to India in 1498 and the Portuguese established: 
Settlements at Goa, Daman and Diu in India. 

The British merchants formed the English East India 
Company in 1600. 

The British and the French powers clashed for supremacy 
in India, After the three Carnatic wars the English 
succeeded in destroying the French power in India. 

The English East India Company followed a systematic: 
policy of political expansion, and wholesale exploitation 
in India. It ultimately led to the Great Rising of 1857. 
The Dutch established a vast colonial empire in South- 
East Asia. 

In order to secure their empire in India, the English 


brought Burma, Singapore and Malaya Peninsula within, 
the sphere of their control, 


The French established their colonial empire in Indo- 


. China (Cochin-China, Cambodia and Annam) and Laos. 


The backward Chinese were exploited by England, Russia, 


France and Germany who set up colonies in different 
Parts of China. 


The U.S.A. advocated an "Open Door" policy in China. 


By the end of the nineteenth century, Japan rose to be a. 
great Asiatic colonial power. 


Russia occupied Tashkent, Samarkand and Bokhara im 
Central Asia. Besides, Northern Persia came within. 
Russia's sphere of influence. 


Morton Stanley, an explorer, and David Livingstone, a 
missionary, opened up the ‘Dark continent’ to the world 


sae etent European Countries, such as Belgium, Portugal, 

Ern ad SEP Germany, France and Great Britain 
ed colonies i i i 

fee onies in the vast unclaimed regions of 
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22. Cecil Rhodes, the famous British statesman, played an 
important part in setting up British colonies in South 
Africa. K 

23. Suez Canal was designed by the French engineer, 
Ferdinand De Lesseps and was opened for traffic in 1869. 


24. The good features of imperialism include opening of 
schools and colleges, building of roads and railways, 
canals and bridges, maintenance of law and order and 
development of trade and commerce. 

25. Imperialism is rightly associated with exploitation, misery, 
cruelty, conversion, degradation and racial segregation of 
the colonial people. 

26. Rivalry among the European nations led to dreadful- 
wars, and consequently, there was a great destruction of 
humanity. a 

27. The twentieth century brought a death-knell to imperia- 
lism. Today most of the countries of Asia and Afric 
have attained their independence. } 


Revision Questions 


Essay Type Questions 

1, What do you understand by ‘Imperialism’ ? Examine its different 
phases to the end of the nineteenth century. 3 

2. Discuss the causes of the rise of imperialism. 

(All India Sec. School Examination, 1978) . 
(Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1978). 

3. What were the different methods employed by the European nations. 
to establish colonies in the world ? Support your answer with examples. 

4. Describe the rise of colonial Empires in India and China. 

5. Explain how the European poWers entered and captured different. 
parts of Africa. 

6. What were the effects of Imperialism on Asia and Africa during the: 


nineteenth century ? 
7. Discuss the causes of the success of European imperialist countries- 


in conquering a large part of Asia and Africa. 
(Delhi Board Sec. Examination, 1978). 


8. Explain the distinctive features of Modern Imperialism.Ex amine: 
its operation in Asia and Africa. 

9. Write short notes on the following : 

(a) Japanese Imperialism. 

(b) Bad effects of Imperialism, 
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Short Ans=er Questions 

10. Name three ancient peoples who established colonial empires in 
ancient times. 


1l. Name three explorers who helped in Imperialism. 


12, Name three important Portuguese colonies in India. 


13. Name three colonies held by the British in Asia for security of 
their empire in India. 


14, 
15. 
16. 
17. 


Where did the Dutch mainly build up their colonies in the East ? 
How did Russia extend her power in Central Asia ? 

How did the New Imperialism differ from the Old one? 

What do you understand by the phrase ; 

“The white man's burden" ? 


18. Point out the factors responsible for the growth of Imperialism. 


(AIl India Sec. School Examination, 1980, 
(Delhi Sec. School Examinaticn, 1980) 

19. Mention the effects of Imperialism, 
(Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1980) 


20. What is the position of Imperialism in the recent times ? 
I Work 


E 1. On the outline map of Africa show the colonies held by different 
Uropean powers during the nineteenth century. 


2. In the outline map of the world provided to you, mark two colonies 
Ach of Britain and Portugal in Africa, giving their names. 


(All India Sec, School Examination, 1978) 
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Socialist Movement And The 
Russian Revolution 


Introduction 


You have read that the industrial revolution gave rise toa 
new social and economic system known as capitalism. Under thie 
system the means of production such as raw materials, mills and 
machines were owned by a few and the vast majority of the people 
worked for their bread in the factories. With a view to improving 
the condition, the workers organised themselves into trade unions. 
But the trade unions were declared illegal. In course of time the 
governments in various countries were forced to pass laws to protect 
workers from unsafe working conditions and to regulate the hours 
of work. 


Some workers thought the machines were the cause of the 
misery of the workers. They started movement to breai machines. 
Soon they realised that the destruction of machines would not 
solve their problem. Socialism and the movement based on these 
ideas, however, proved the greatest challenge to the capitalism. 
The socialists believed that the capitalism needs to be replaced bya 
new kind of social and economic system in which all the means of 
production would be owned by the society as a whole and would be 
utilized for the welfare of all the people. 


Socialism and movements based on these ideas made much 
progress but the World War I gave a set back to the socialist move- 
ment. A great revolution, however, took place in Russia and after 
the war Russia made progress at a fast rate. 


On going through the pages of this unit you will know as to 
what ideas and the philosophies gave ríse to the socialist movement. 
You will also see what factors brought about a revolution in Russia 
and through what stages the Russians had to pass to establish 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republic in Russia, Further you wi 
see as to what impact the Russian Revolution made on Russia 


the world. 
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Socialism 
Capitalism, a social and economic system, under which means 
of production are owned and utilized by a few and the vast majority 
-of the people works for the bread in the factories. Under this 
‘system the condition of the workers was miserable. The workers 
tried to improve theirlot but no significant result came out. The 
capitalism, however, received a challenge from the ideas of socialism 
and the movements based on those ideas. The socialist philoso- 
phers attacked the basis of capitalism—the private ownership of 
‘means of production and advocated in favour of the establishment 
of a new social and economic system in which the means of produc- 
tion would be owned by the society as a whole and would also be 
employed for the good of the society. 

Ideas of socialism remained a mere dream for sometime. But 
in 1789 the French Revolution with its ideal of equality gave a new 
impetus to the socialism. The French Revolution, as you know, put 
an end to the autocratic rule of the French emperor but failed to 
give equality in economic, social and political life. Attempts were 
made to overthrow the existing government in France and to esta- 


blish a society based on socialist ideas. One such attempt was made 
‘by Babeuf's Conspiracy. 


Babeuf, born in 1760 has participated in the French revolution 

1789. He had seen that the revolution failed to usher an era of 
' equality in economic, social and political life. 

were feeling discontented. Taking advantag 
Babeuf organised a secret society called the Society of Equals. He 
declared that time has come to set up the republic of equals and 
therefore, it is necessary to make another revolution. Revolution 
occurred but failed as a large number of lea 


ders including Babeuf 
"were arrested in 1796. In 1797 Babeuf was executed. He failed 
to overthrow the government but his ideas made great impact on 
the growth of socialist movement, 


Utopian Socialists 


Utopian socialists—Saint Simon (1760-182 

(1772-1837) and Robert Owen (1771-1858)—rec: 

à <apitalism and Proposed to establish a new and better system of 

2 “society, Saint Simon gave the slogan, “‘from each according to his 
* capacity, to each according to his wor! 


h ac k." They visualized a Society 
free from exploitation ofall types. But the methods employed by 
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This is why people 
e of the situation, 


5), Charles Fourier 
ognised the evils of 
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them to establish the visualized society were impracticable and 
ineffective. For these reasons these socialists were known a$ 
Utopian Socialists. 

Louis-Auguste Blanqui (1805-1881) was the most prominent 
among those who helped in spreading the ideas of socialism. He 
also played an important role in almost allthe uprisings in Paris 
during the period 1830 to 1871. He advocated that through a 
revolutionary conspiracy, power could be captured to establish 
socialism. 


League of Just 


To propagate socialistic ideas aud to organise workers, many 
organisations came into existence. League of Just was one of those 
organisations. It had its members in many countries of Europe. It 
gave the slogan, “All Men are Brothers." This indicates its feature 
of internatiofalism. In 1847 League's name was changed to the 
Communist League. Its aim was to overthrow the society based on 
class distinctions and the establishment of a new society without 
class and without private property. 

Marxian Socialism 

Communist League had asked Karl Marx and nis friend 
Frederic Engels to draft the manifesto. They presented the 
Communist Manifesto in German in 
February, 1848. These two gave a 
new direction to socialist ideology 

‘and movement, Their philosophy is 
known as Marxism and it influenced 
almost every field of knowledge. 
Marxian view of socialism is known 
as Scientific Socialism. 


According to the Communist 
Manifesto the aim of workers all over 
the world was the overthrow of 
capitalism and the establishment of 
socialism. It pointed out that capi- 
talism does not serve the needs of Karl Marx 
man and like other social and 
economic systems it would be replaced by a system better suited to 
the human needs. Marx analysed the working of the capitalism in 
his famous work Das Capital (Capital) and pointed out that the 
workers produce more ‘value’ than they get in the form of wages. 
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The difference is taken up by the capitalist in the form of profit- 
According to Marx, profit is the cause of conflict. This cause of 
conflict can be resolved only if the private ownership of means of 
production is abolished. This will help in establishing a classless 
Society. According to Marx it would be achieved by the working: 
class. 

Revolution had broken out in almost all the countries whem 
the Communist Manifesto ‘was published in 1848. These revolts 
aimed at the establishment of democracy. But these revolutions 
Were suppressed. Failure of these revolutions showed the failure 
of the socialist movement. But soon it gained strength. 


First International kg 
Most important event took place in the history of socialist 
movement in the year1864. It was the formation of the Inter- 
national working Men’s Association or the First International. 
Delegates from Britain, France, Italy, Germany, Poland and 
Switzerland attended the meeting in which it was formed. Marx 
drafted the Inaugural Address. It declared that the emancipation. 
of the working classes must be won by the working class them- 
selves. Abolition of all class rule was accepted asitsaim. It met 
an opposition from the time of its formation. Attempts were made 


to exterminate it. It was persecuted and declared illegal in many 
countries. 


The International lived for a very short period. But it exer- 
cised tremendous influence on the workers’ moyements-in Europe, 
and the North America. It played an important role in developing 
bonds of international solidarity by arranging aid from workers of 
many countries in support of the workers’ struggle in a particular 
country. Though the membership was limited yet it had become 
Strong enough to give a threat to the rulers. 


The Paris Commune, 1871 


After the defeat of French army and the arrest of French 
emperor Louis Bonaparte in the War between France and Prussia 
a New government came into being. It declared France a republic. 
The government dominated by propertied class agreed to Bismarck’s 
terms for truce including the surrender of Paris, cession of Alsace- 
Lorraine and the payment of a huge war indemnity. To the workers 
this was a treacherous work done by the government. They refused 
to sis render, The government asked for German help to crush 
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The Paris formed a Council on March 28, 1871, and assumed 
the title of the Paris Commune. It was elected by. universal adult 
franchise and represented the workers and lower middle classes. 
It declared its aim as the ending of exploitation, stock-exchange, 
monopolies and speculation. The commune was, however, exter- 
minated with the German help, After the extermination of Paris 
commune, systematic attempts were. made to destroy the Inter- 
national in almost every country of Europe. The international got: 
divided in 1872 due to differences on aims and methods. It was. 
formally dissolved in 1876. But by now socialist parties in many 
Countries of Europe had begun to grow. 

The Second International 


Socialist parties had gained Strength in various countries and 
now there was a need for uniting the various parties. For this 
Purpose a Congress was held in Paris on July 14, 1889. This: 
Congress founded the Second International. The Congress also 
declared the first of May every year as a day of working class 
solidarity. Since then Ist May is observed as the International 
working class day ail over the world. 

The most significant achievement of the Second International 
was its compaign against militarism and war and asserting the 
principle of the basic equality of all people and their right to free- 
dom and national independence. 

The Second International failed to check the First World War 
and, therefore, it had serious consequences for the socialist move- 
ment in every country. 

The Russian Revolution 

In March 1917, a Soviet (Council) of workers and the soldiers: 
forced the Russian King Czar to abdicate the throne, This event 
took place in Petrograd, the Russian capital. 

The Russian Czars-had ruled over Russia for centuries. 
Nicholas II, the last of the Czars, was forcibly removed by the: 
rioting workers and soldiers. They set up a provisional government 
under liberal leaders like Milinkov. The provisional government 
was itself over thrown in November, 1917 by the Bolsheviks, who: 
were led by Lenin and Trotsky. The Bolsheviks aimed at bringing. 
about radical changes in the political, social and economic institu-- 
tions of Russia, 

The Russian Revolution, popularly fknown as Bolshevik. 
Reyolution, is one of the most important events of the twentieth 
century, Few events in the human history have done so much to. 
change the ideas of man. 
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In the next few pages you will see that the causes similar to 
"the French revolution worked here. You will also find that similar 
forces were working for revolution in Russia. The Russian society 
suffered from the familiar evils of old regime—authority class 
privileges, autocracy and inefficiency. The Russian Czars were more 
despotic than the French rulers. There was more exploitation in 
.Russia than in France. 


CONDITION IN RUSSIA BEFORE THE REVOLUTION 
‘Absolutism and Oppression 


The Russian Czars ruled like despots, Ivan, the terrible 
(1533—1584), Peter, the Great (1689—1725). Catherene (1762— 
1796), Alexander I (1801—1825), Nicholas I (1825—1855) and 
Alexander II (1855—1881) ruled like dictators. A contemporary 
historian described Ivans’ government as follows : Throughout the 
Russian land, throughout his empire there is one faith, one weight 
‘and one measure ! He alone, whatever he orders, is carried out and 
"whatever he prohibits remains prohibited 3 


Peter, the Great, was no exception. Peter decided to wester- 
mise the Russians, To achieve;this he forced thousands of serfs to 
work on the construction of St. Petersburg (modern Leningrad), 
He foreed thè"fobles to leave their estates, shave their beards and 
send their sons to the western universities. He taxed even those 
who kept beards. The tax, however, varied in accordance with the 
length of the beard. He forced the ladies to dance in western style. 

Nicholas I  (1825—1855) 
used the whip called knout to 
‘suppress the serfs. The Czars used 
Pogrom, a sort of secret police to 
torture and persecute the people 
with revolutionary „ideas. He 
putrestrictions on travelling and 
‘imposed strict censorship on 
‘books. He sent a large number 
-of people to Siberia to work in 
labour camps under atrocious 
conditions. i 
Inequalities in the Society 

There were sharp inequa- 
lities in the Russian society, The 

society was divided into two 
distinct classes. At the top stood 


Peter, the Great 


aeu. 
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the king and the nobles. Serfs stood at the bottom. About 90% 
of the Russian population were serfs. Serfdom had ceased to exist 
in Europe but it emerged in Russia during Ivan, the terrible's reign, 
By an order, Ivan took away the freedom of the peasants to move 
from one village to another. The free peasants, thus, were con- 
verted into serfs. The serfs were illiterate, helpless and down- 
trodden. They had no Tights as citizens. They were tied to the 
land on which they worked under miserable conditions. They 
belonged to the owner of the land. If they were punished or abused 
by their master, they had no remedy. If they dared to raise their 
voice, they were whipped, sold or sent to Siberia. 


As time passed, the serfs became restless. After the Crimean 
War (1853-1856) in which Russia lost to Eneland, France and 
Turkey, the serfs rose in revolt in different parts of the country. 
Increasing. revolts forced Czar Alexander II to emancipate serfs. By 
an order issued on March 1, 1861, the serfs were declared free. 

The emancipation of the serfs was undoubtedly a progressive 
Step and therefore, is very important in the Russian history. The 
emancipation, however, brought no improvement in the living con- 
ditions of the peasants. It was due to various reasons like: the 
peasants were given small and uneconomical plots ; peasants had to 
make burdensome annual payments to the government, the land 
was not actually given to the peasants, it was given to Mir (village 
community). The peasants, therefore, remained discontented. 

The king and the rich nobles forming hardly 1096 of the 
Population led a luxurious life. Many Russian nobles owned not 
only a number of houses in the cities but also large estates in the 
countryside. 

Exploitation of Factory Workers 


Industrial revolution started in England in the late 18th 
century, By early 19th century it had spread to many European 
countries. Russia, however, came under its impact in the 19th 
century, The Russian government took positive steps to establish 
industries only after the Crimean War. Besides using its own 
Tesources it imported machinery flom the European countries. 

Rapid industrialization affected the Russian society in a 
number of ways, The most important effect was the rise of new 
classes, There rose three classes—workers, industrialists and 
merchants. 

The workers, as it happened in England and other European 
countries in the early period of Industrial Revolution, lived under 
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miserable conditions. They worked for longer hours of work on 
extremely low wages. They lived in houses fit only for cattle. They 
had no political rights. The workers, therefore, were discontented. 
They had not congenial relations with the factory owners. Quite a 
few factory owners were foreigners. The new class of industrialists 
was also not to the liking of the landed nobility. 


The emergence of the new middle class had profound effect. 
on the course of the Russian history. With the growth of factories 
and improvements in the transport and communication there ap- 
peared a new commercial class consisting of merchants, financiers- 
and bankers. This middle class, however, remained relatively small 
in Russia. But despite this, the middle class had great influence on 
the society. Many intellectuals, who spread the Western ideas of 
liberty and equality, belonged to this middle class. 


Vast Russian Empire with Varied Culture 


Russia made its beginning as a small principality of Moscow.. 
But in course of time it covered a huge block of land. Under its 
borders lived a number of nationalities having their own language 
and culture, But the Russian Czar forced the people to use Russian 
language and attempted to change their culture. 


Russian Czar’s policy of expansion and Russification of the 
nationalities living within the borders brought them in conflict and 
wars with other powers and nationalities. The wars not only caused 
heavy losses but also exposed the weaknesses of the Czarist estate. 
Growth of Revolutionary Movement 


Before industrialization the peasants constituted the majority 
of the Russian population, These peasants were dissatisfied with the 
Czarist regime. They reflected their dissatisfaction and unrest 
through a number of violent outbreaks in the late 19th century. 
These outbreaks, however, were suppressed. But soon they got 
themselves organised into a separate political party. The party was 
known as the Socialist Revolutionary Party. Its main aim was to 
get the private and state-owned land divided among the peasants. 
It worked underground for a few years. It used terrorism to achieve 


its aims. Governors, ministers and Czar's uncle were among their 
victims. 


After the industrialization, the workers’ who were leading a 
miserable life, formed organizations. The organizations were domi- 
nated by Karl Marx's ideas on socialism. George Plekanov, a 
follower of Marx, formed the Russian Social Democratic Party in 
1883, By 1898 this party had joined with many other socialist 
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groups. This united party was called the Russian Social Democratic 
Labour Pe-*y. The party suffered from a split o7 the issue of orga- 
mization and policy. 


The minority group known as Mensheviks was moderate. 
They were ready to co-operate with all groups including the middle 
‘class, who were willing to put an end to autocracy in Russia 
‘through constitutional and peaceful ways. u 


The majority group known as Bolsheviks was extreme 
‘socialists. They were of the opinion that in a country like Russia 
‘where no democratic rights and parliament existed, a party 
organized on parliamentary lines would not bring about any 
change. They, therefore, wanted that the members should work for 
the revolution and abide by the discipline of the Party. Lenin, one 
of the greatest thinkers of the socialist movement after Karl Marx 
and Engels, became the leader of the Bolsheviks. He worked hard 
‘to organize the party as an instrument to bring about change in 
Russia and to establish the dictatorship of the proletariate. 

There were many parties other than Mensheviks and 
Bolsheviks, In 1905, the middle class organized itself into Consti- 
‘tutional Democratic Party called in brief ‘Cadets’, Cadets wanted a 
‘constitutional monarchy with parliamentary system as it existed in 
England, But the party had no mass following as the majority of 
the Russians were either peasants or factory workers. 

In 1904-1905, the Russians were beaten by the Japanese, whom 
they called makaki i.e., little monkeys. Humiliating defeat suffered 
by the Russians sparked off the revolution. The peaceful workers. on 
their way to present a petition to the Czar, were fired. Hundreds 
of workers were killed and a large number of workers were injured. 
This incident caused disturbances— strikes by workers and peasants 
and walk-outs by the University Students—through out Russia. 
This period was the birth of a new form of organization This new 
form of organization was known as Soviets (Councils) of workers 
representatives. This organization proved decisive in the upheaval 
of 1917. 

First Russian Revolution to put an end to Czardom in Russia 
took place in 1905, but failed. The Czar was able to assert his 
authority but he was forced to issue a manifesto on October, 30.: 
The manifesto promised freedom of Speech, press and assembly. It 
also promised a constitution and the elected national assembly, 
called Duma. Duma gradually gained importance, It marked the 
end of Czar’s autocracy and laid the foundation of constitutional 
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monarchy. But soon the Czar adopted the old. ways and the people 
lost hope for the gradual reform. The workers and peasants who 
had organized themselves into Soviets (Councils) during the revolu- 
tion gained a lot of experience. This experience brought them 
success in 19 7, when they made another attempt to put an end to 
autocracy. The revolution of 1905 aroused the people and prepared 
them for the future revolution. For all these reasons, the Russian 
Revolution of 1905 is considered as a ‘dress-rehearsal’ for the Revo- 
lution of 1917. 

The First World War (1914-18) provided the immediate cause 
for the Revolution. The Czarist state was incapable to fight a 
modern war. There were neither competent officers to lead the 
soldiers nor the modern weapons. The government was weak, cor- 
rupt and inefficient and as such the people suffered. At such a time 
a high ranking Russian officer warned Czar Nicholas II about the 
consequences of defeat in war. He warned, war would bring defeat 
as in 1905 and defeat in turn might bring revolution. 

The Russians suffered a defeat at the hands of the Germans. 
This defeat caused discontent throughout the empire as well as in 
the army. At such atime Lenin pointed out to the people that 
revolution is necessary to overthrow the Czar government and the 
people should be prepared to sacrifice their lives to “achieve the 
goal. 

The Revolution Begins 

On March 8, 1917, strikes and riots broke out in Petrograd 
because of shortage of food and fuel. The Czar ordered the army 
to restore order. The soldiers, instead, joined the strikers. Conse- 
quently, the Czar ordered the dissolution of the Duma but the 
Duma leaders refused to obey the orders. The Czar was virtually 
reduced to! zero. On March 12, a provisional government headed 
by the Liberal Prince Georgi Lvov was set up. On March 15, Czar 
yah forced to abdicate the throne. This was the first Revolution in 
1917. 

The provisional government was mainly a bourgeois govern- 
ment. It announced many liberal reforms but the masses clamoured 
for ‘peace, land and bread’. Russia was once again in the grip of 
seizure of estates, strikes, riots and walk-outs. Local Soviets of 
workers and soldiers, which were organized all over the country, 
spearheaded the agitation. In November 1917, the Bolsheviks were 
eventually able to overthrow the provisional government which 
was then headed by Alexander Kerensky. Kerensky had to flee 
from the country, Hardly five soldiers were killed in the coup de’ 
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etat. The Bolshevik revolution was a reality. Lenin and Trotsky were- 


the new leaders. 
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Anti-Bolshevik armies in 1918 y 
[ies] Territories lost by Russia in 1918 


Lenin needed peace before he could reconstruct the Russian 
He, therefore, concluded a separate 


society on Marxian principles. 
peace treaty! with Germany. It was a humiliating treaty, Russia 
lost almost all the territories acquired by her since the time of 


1. Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 3, 1918). 
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Peter, the Great. Russia surrendered all her western provinces, 
including Finland, Poland and the Baltic provinces. 

The Bolsheviks had to face opposition from within and inter- 
vention from outside. The counter-revolutionaries! at home were 
the land-lords, businessmen, clergymen, army officials and the 
socialist revolutionaries, who were excluded from the new govern- 
ment. These counter revolutionaries were encouraged and assisted 
by many foreign powers like England, France and Japan. These 
foreign powers did not like the nationalisation of property and 
repudiation of the debts by Lenin's Russia. For three years the 
Bolsheviks fought against heavy odds. They eventually came out 
victorious, and in 1922, Lenin’s Communist Party was in complete 
-control. 

Significance of the Russian Revolution 

The Russian Revolution is one of the most epoch-making 
events of the 20th century. The Revolution overthrew autocracy, 
destroyed the power of the church and ushered a new type of state 
and a new type of society. Russia, became U.S.S.R. i.e., Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republic. The new society which emerged was 
built on the teachings of Karl Marx. 


Development of Russia under Lenin 


Lenin was a keen student of Marxian theories. He played 
.an active role in the revolution. He was made responsible for the 
reconstruction of Russia. Here he tried to practise the Marxian 
theories, 

Lenin started the reconstruction work with the abolition of 
private property. Land was seized from the Jand-lords and dis- 
tributed among the peasants. Factories and workshops were 
nationalized. Labour was made compulsory for all. The Russian 
orthodox church was disbanded. Those who opposed these 
measures were ruthlessly suppressed. ‘Thousands of land-lords, 
businessmen and clergymen were executed under the orders of a 
tribunal known as ‘Cheka’. Czar Nicholas II and his family 
members were also victims of terror, They were shot dead in 
July 1918. 

Russia had signed peace treaty with Germany in March 1918. 
But for three years there was no peace in the land. Lenin, there- 
fore, was forced to adopt drastic remedies. The policy followed by 
Lenin between 1917 and 1921 is known as ‘War Communism’, It 
«was during this period that land, banks, foreign trade and heavy 


1. ‘They were called the ‘Whites’ as against the revolutionaries who 
were known as the ‘Reds’. 
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industries were nationalised. The state forcibly took away the 
surplus agricultural produce from the peasants. This was done to 
feed the army and the city dwellers. 


Lénin and Stalin 

By 1921, Civil war had ended -and the threat of foreign inter- 
vention had been removed. Lenin was now free to experiment. 
The economy of the country was in a bad shape. Due to civil 
strike and other reasons, production fell down both in a ;riculture 
and industry. People were so much dissatisfied with the new 
Soviet government that they raised the slogans like, "Down with 
the Soviet Government”, “We want Soviets without the 


Bolsheviks’’. 

Lenin was forced to offer concessions in 1921. His new policy 
is called the N.E.P, i.e., New Economic Policy. The N.E.P. was a 
compromise between pure capitalism and communism. The 
peasants were not: forced to surrender their surplus foodstuffs. to. 
the state. Instead they were required to pay a tax which consisted 
of about 12 per cent of the produce. They were permitted to sell the 
produce in the open market. Private enterprise was allowed to 
some extent. Individuals were allowed to open small-scale 
industries. They could also own small stores, Retail trade was 
also allowed to the private sector. The peasants and the business- 
men could employ labour and could keep profits. Even the foreign 


capitalists were given some concessions. 
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The M.E.P. proved a success. Ry 1926, production in both 
agricultural and industrial sectors reached pre-war levels. The 
infant Bolshevik government was also saved. 


Lenin died in 1924. Lenin was undoubtedly the father of the 
revolution. Not only that, it was he who gave concrete shape to 
Marxian principles. -As a creator of new Russia, Lenin occupies a 
proud place in human history. To-day his tomb in Moscow attracts 
millions of visitors from all over the world. 


Lenin was succeedcd- by Stalin. Although N.E.P. had im- 
proved the Russian economy, Russia continued to remain back- 
ward as compared to many western countries. Since 1914 the popu- 
lation had increased by 8 millions. The increase in population was 
not proportional to the gains accrued from the N.E.P. So per capita 
income remained unchanged. Besides, the rich peasants or ‘kulaks’ 
as they were called, were not happy with the new regime. They 
produced most of the surplus food but the.prices of the food stuffs 
had fallen. As against this, the prices of the manufactured goods 
had doubled. They, therefore, tried to create artificial scarcity by 
keeping the surplus foodstuffs to themselves, This was, however, 
not liked by the Soviets, ` 

To cope with these problems and to industrialise the country 
at a fast rate, Stalin launched a Five-Year Plan in 1928. It ended 
in 1932. The plan was followed by a series of other plans. Even 
to-day U S.S.R. continues to believe in the effectiveness of planning. 
The rate at which U.S.S.R. has developed its economy in a limited 
time has shown effectiveness of planning asa 


means of economic 
development. 


By abolishing private ownership and profit motive the revolu- 
tion gave rise to a new type ofsocial and economic System in 
U.S.S.R, in which class conflicts came to an end and glaring 
inequalities disappeared. 

With the abolition of private property and profit motive, there 
ig-no unearned income to depend on, Work, therefore, has become 
an essential requirement for every man. It has b-come an essential 
duty of the society and the state to provide work to each and every 
individual; 

Impact of the Russian Revolution on the World 


The Russian revolution had also made its impact on the 
world. The Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizens has been 
accepted for universal application, 
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The Socialist ideology and the success of Socialism in 
Ü.S.S.R. has compelled those countries which have capitalistic 
economy to realise that political equality is incomplete without 
social and economic equality. They have also accepted and adopted 
economic planning with a view to improving the condition of the 


people. 
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Points to Remember 


Capitalism received the challenge from the ideas of 
socialism. 

Society of equals formed by Babeuf planned an uprising 
in France but failed. 

Saint Simon, Fouriar and Owen were early socialists. 
They are called Utopians. 

League of Just was formed to propagate socialistic ideas 
and to organise the workers. 

Marx gave a new direction to socialist ideology. His 
view is known as Scientific Socialism. He believes that 
profit is the cause of prevailing conflict. It can be re- 
solved ifthe private ownership of means of production 
is abolished. 


In 1864, First International was organised. It exercised 
tremendous influence on the workers mow ment. It 
developed bonds of international solidarity. Due to 
differences on aims and methods the First International 
was dissolved in 1876. 

Second International was organised in 1889 to unite the 
various socialist parties, It declared Ist May of every year 
as a day of working class solidarity. 

Before Revolution Russian Czars ruled like despots. 
There were sharp inequalities in the Russian society. 
About 90% of the Russian population were serfs. They 
had no rights as citizens and lived under miserable 
conditions. 

Throughout the country the serfs revolted but these 
revoits were suppressed. Czar Alexander II issued orders 
on March 1, 1861 to emancipate serfs but it brought no 
improvement in the living condition of the serfs. 
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After the Crimean War the Russian government toob 
positive steps to establish industries. The industrial 
development gave rise to new classes—merchants, indus? 
trialists and workers. 


Factory workers worked for longer hours on low wages in 
miserable conditions. 


Many intellectuals came from the new middle class and 
spoke of ideas like liberty and equality. 

Russia is a land of various nationalities having their own 
language and culture. These nationalities came in conflict 
with the Czar when he adopted the policy of expansion 
and Russification. 


The peasants organised themselves into a political party 
called Socialist Revolutionary Party. Its aim was to get 
the private and state owned land divided among the 
peasants. They worked underground and used_tetrorism. 


Industrial workers organised themselves into an organi- 
zation, dominated by Karl Marx ideas. 


In 1898 a united party known asthe Russian Social 
Democratic Labour Party was formed. On the issue of 
policy and organization, it got divided into Mensheviks 
and Bolsheviks. 


Mensheviks wanted to put an end to autocracy through 
constitutional and peaceful ways. 


Bolsheviks, a majority group, wanted its members to work 
for revolution and abide by discipline of the party. 


Lenin, one of the followers of Karl Marx and Engels, and 
the leader of Bolsheviks, wanted to establish the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. 


Humiliating defeat suffered by the Russians at the hands 
of the Japanese in 1904-1905 sparked off the revolution. 
Peaceful workers were fired when they were going to 
present their petition to the Russian Czar. It caused 
disturbance throughout Russia. 

First Russian revolution took place in 1905, but failed. 


The Russian Czar, however, was forced to issue a Manis 
festo in which he promiscd freedom of speech, press, a 
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constitution and elected national assembly, known as 
Duma, Duma lost importance, when Czar adopted the 
old ways. 

Russian defeat in the First World War (1914-18) caused 
discontent throughout the empire and army. 

Russian Revolution began on March 8, 1917 with strikes 
and riots in Petrograd due to shortage of food and fuel. 
Soldiers, instead of controlling the situation, joined the 
strikers, 

A provisional government headed by  iiberal prince 
Georgi Lvov was set up. This government fziled to satisfy 
the people. 

Bolsheviks eventually overthrew the provisional govern- 
ment. This happened in November 1917, : 


Lenin wanted to reconstruct Russia. For this he wanted 
peace. He, therefore, concluded peace treaty with 
Germany. 


Bolsheviks had to face opposition from within and 
outside. 

Russian revolution has an important place in Russian 
history. This overthrew autocracy, destroyed the power 
of the church and ushered a new type of state anda 
society. 

Class struggle would come to end with the dictatorship of 
proletariat in which everyone would work according to 
his capacity and get according to his needs. 


Marx was against nationalism and religion. 

The period between 1917 and 1921 is known as war 
communism. During this period land, banks, foreign 
trade and industries were nationalised. ‘This put the 
economy in a bad shape. 

{n 1921, Lenin was forced to offer concession and also 
introduced New Economic Policy. This improved the 
situation. 

Lenin was succeeded by Stalin. He, witha view to 
improve the economy and industríalise the country, 
introduced five-year plans. 
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37. By abolishing private property and profit motive a new 
type of social and economic system emerged in Russia, It 
also left no place for unearned income. Work, therefore, 
became the essential requirement for every one- 

38. Socialist ideology and success of socialism in U.S.S.R. has 
compelled the countries of the world to realise that 
political equality is incomplete without social and econo- 
mic equality. : 

Revision Questions 
Essay Type Questions 
1. Explain the following: (i) Capitalism, (if) Socialism, (iii) Scientific 
Socialism, (iv) Utopian Socialists, (v) Soviets, (v) Duma, (vii) Proletariat. 

2. Describe briefly the political and economic condition of Russians 

before the revolution. 

3. Why were the peasants dissatisfied under the Russian Czar ? 


4. Give a brief account of the growth of revolutionary movement in 
Russia. 


5. What were the achievements of the First Russian revolution (1905) ? 
6. Descibe briefly the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

7. Describe briefly Karl Marx's philosophy. 

8. Give an account of the development of Russia under Lenin. 


9. Whatis the significance of the Russian Revolution ? 
Short-Answer Questions 


Answer the following questions in about 30 words : 
10. Who are Utopian Socialists ? 
11. What are the causes of conflicts in a capitalistic society ? 
12. What were the aims of the First International ? 
13. Why did the First International fail ? 


14. Why were the peasant revolts common in Russia before the 
revolution ? 


15. Describe in your words the condition of a Russian industrial worker. 


16, What werethe causes of the growth of revolutionary movement in 
Russia. 


17. What were the causes of the Russian Revolution ? 
(All India Secondary School Examination, 1980) 


E i On what issue arose a split in the Russian Social Democratic Labour 
arty 


19. Compare and contrast the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks ? 
20, What for is the Russian revolution of 1905 called a dress rehearsal ? 
21, What problems had Lenin to face in the reconstruction of Russia ? 
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Unit—Ill 


From the First World War 
To the Contemporary World 


The period between 1871 and 1914 was an era of resurgence 
of nationalism in Europe. As a result, many powerful new states 
were formed during this period. The rulers of these states always 
devoted themselves to safeguard the interests of their siates. This 
gave rise to a feeling of nationalism or patriotism. Tre patriotism, 
however, often caused revalries or even wars among ihe states. 
Thus, the balance of power in Europe was greatly upset. Besides 
in the latter half of the nineteenth century, the European nations 
vigorously competed with each other for colonies in Africa, Asia 
and the Pacific ; and this factor further generated rivalry and anta- 
gonism among them. 


The result was that in the early years of the twentieth century, 
Europe came to be divided into two groups of power. These two 
groups were the Triple Entente which consisted of Russia, France 
and England and the Triple Alliance which consisted of Germany, 
Austria and Italy. The formation of these two alliances led to the 
division of Europe into two armed camps which further led to the 
catastrophe of the First World War in 1914. 


The First World War which ended in 1918, was an expericnce 
without parallel. It caused a great hum iu and material destruction. 
Perhaps fifteen to twenty millions lost their lives on all fronts and 
in all armies. Further, the war caused so much economic distur- 
bance that it was felt to be essential to take some positive steps to 
prevent its repetition in future. 

At last, the League of Nations was created in 1920 with its 
headquarters at Geneva. The chief aims of the League were to 
preserve world peace and to settle international disputes by arbitra- 
tion. The formation of the League was strongly advocated by the 
U.S.; but the U.S.A. later on withdrew from the Organization. 
Besides, the League had no army of its own in case it wanted to 
take action against any country violating the world peace. No 
wonder, the League failed to prevent Japanese aggression in China 
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and Manchuria, Italian aggression in Abyssinia (Ethiopia) or the 
Russian attack on Finland or the German attack on Poland. Itis 
often said that the League contained in itself the germs of the 
Second World War. 


The Second World War was mainly a war of revenge. Adolf 
Hitler who had become the dictator of Germany in 1934, roused 
the sentiments of the German people and prepared them for a 
revengeful war. Mussolini, the leader of the Italians, also joined 
hands with Hitler and planned to give practical shape to his aggres- 
sive designs. Soon there arose a conflict of ideologies between 
dictatorship on the one hand and democracy on the other. Conse- 
quently, the world came to be divided into two camps: countries 
like Germany, Italy and Japan were known as the Axis Powers and 
Great Britain, France and the U.S.A. as the Allied Powers. The war 
between these two hostile groups began in 1939, 


The Second World War was more ghastly and dreadful than 
the?First World War. There was untold destruction all round. The 
two atom bombs dropped on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasakileft Japanese completely helpless. The war came to an 
end in 1915, and in the same year, the United Nations Organization 
with its headquarters at New York was set up. This Organization 


had more power and authority than what was enjoyed by the League 
of Nations 


f Afte rthe Second World War, a wave of colonial nationalism 
gained}momentum in Asia and Africa. After a long struggle, many 
Asian and African countries became independent. 
nations are a part of the Third World now-a-days. 


In the following chapters, you will study the causes and impact 
of the World Wars, a brief account of the International OrgatriZa- 
lions and the rise of new nations in Asia and Africa. 


These new 
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3 
The World War I 
(1914—1918) 


With the spread of Industrial Revolution, the European 
mations wanted to acquire colonies in Africa and Asia. These 
colonies would provide raw materials for their industries and also 
Serve as markets for their manufactured goods. So all the European 
mations joined in the struggle for the search of colonies in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. This resulted in bad blood 
‘among them. Further, the period before the First World War was 
‘an era of national resurgence in Europe. The people became 
nationalists to the extent that they hated the people of other coun- 
tries. It was this intense nationalism or patriotism which created 
bitterness among the European nations. The World War I how- 
ever, was due to many causes; the most important of these are des- 
cribed here : 


1. Intermational Rivalries by Imperialism, The word 
“Imperialism”, as you have read, means the policy of building up 
‘an empire by grabbing land of other people. By the end of the 
mineteenth century, England, France, Spain and Holland had built 
large colonial empires in Asia, Africa and America. At this time 
Germany had become a united nation by the policy of “‘blood and 
iron" followed by Bismarck. Under his leadership, a great impetus 
was given to industrial and commercial development of the country. 
At last, Germany rose to be one of the greatest trading and manu- 
facturing countries of the world. 


In the beginning, Bismarck was not in favour of acquiring 
colonies for Germany. In fact, he wanted to avoid any competition 
or confrontation with Eagland. Later on, however, the merchants, 
the missionaries and the patriots of Germany demanded colonies 
for different reasons, Their pressure was so great that the leaders 
of Germany were compelled to acquire colonies and establish a 
colonial empire overseas. Germany, according to them, must have 
“a place in the sun”. This imperialistic attitude of Germany posed 
a great danger to the peace of Europe. Both England and France 


strongly opposed it. 
(41) 
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2. Policy of Militarism. The race for colonial possessions 
increased the hatred and jealousy among European powers. The 
result was that the European nations began to increase their military 
strength. Germany believed that a powerful class of military officers, 
a great standing army and a large navy would enable her to acquire 
colonics in Africa and Asia. Besides, she could also intimidate 
France and England, her bitterest foes. This filled England with a 
sense of alarm. She, therefore, was compelled to increase her own 
naval strength. Thus imperialism led to ‘militarism’, or the building 
of huge armies and navies by the Europzan Powers. These powers 
further accumulated military and naval armaments in great 
quantities. 


The growing military strength of European nations did not give 
the people any sense of security. They were fully aware of the 
fact that their neighbours were equally strong or stronger. The 
result was that there was universal fear and suspicion among the 
people. The race for militarism gained momentum in the beginning 
of the twentieth century. For example, if Germany built two war- 


ships, England built four. Thus this race for militarism could end 
only in a War. 


3. Power Blocs and System of Alliances. England as 
stated above, was alarmed at the growing military power of Germany 
As early as 1879, Germany had concluded a secret military alliance 
with Austria called the “Dual Alliance". It provided for mutual 
military help in case either power is attacked by Russia or France. 
The aim of this alliance, however, was to keep Russia and France 
completely isolated and apart from each other. 


Later on, Italy also joined the Dual Alliance. There was 
Franco-Italian rivalry over Tunis in North Africa. In 1881, France 
captured Tunis and thereby hurt the sentiments ofthe Italians who 
planned to conquer this colony. Irritated by France, Italy joined 


the dual alliance of Austria and Germany and it now became the 
“Triple Alliance" of 1882, 


During th* nineteenth century, England followed the policy of 
"splendid isolation". She had kept herself aloof for contracting 
any alliance with other European countries. Apart from England, 
the two other big European powers were France and Russia. France, 
was already humiliated by the Germans in the Franco-Prussian War 
1870-71« She had not only to cedeher territories of Alsace and 
Lorraine to Germany but also to pay a huge war-indemnity. So 
this war left bitter msmories in France, and it seemed certain 
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that sooner or later the Freach would launch a war of revenge. 
Russia was also forced by G:rmany to surrender certain tercitories 
to Austria. 


It was this common hostility towards Germany, which brought 
France and Russia closer to each other. Though France and Russia 
had different political ideologies, the former worked hard to seek 
Russia’s friendship, The French financiers invested huge amounts 
in Russian industries. The French also gave a warm welcome to the 
Russian squadron. In 1849, France and Russia made an alliance. 
called the “Franco-Russian Alliance" or the “Dual Entente”. This 
ended the isolation of France and Russia. Thus at the beginning 
of the twentieth century, Europe came to be divided into two power 
blocs, the “Triple Alliance'"and the ‘Dual Entente”. England was 
however, still uncommitted to cither of the two groups. 


England was not favourably disposed towards the “Dual 
Entente". She always considered France to be her traditional enemy. 
Her occupation of Egypt had irritated France beyond measure and 
brought the two rivals on the verge of war. England apprehended 
Russia's control over Central Asia and interference in Afghanistan 
asa danger to her empire in India. So she tried to cultivate. friend- 
ship with Germany. When she failed to do so, she entered into an 
alliance with Japan in 1902. Later, the pressure of German naval 
rivalry increased to such an extent that she decided to join France 
and Russia. Thus in 1907, France, Russia ani England formcd'a 
separate alliance known as the “Triple Entente" Germany won ovet 
Turkey and Bulgaria to her side. 

The Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente divided Europe 
into two hostile camps. In one camp were Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Italy, Turkey and Bulgaria and these powers were known 
as the ‘Central Powers’. In the other camp were England, France, 
Russia and Japan and they were called the Allies. There was hatred 
and enmity between the two camps. It was this mutual jealousy 
which led to the War of 1914. According to Prof. Schmitt, in 1907, 
the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente ‘had stood side by side; 
in 1914 they stood face to face." 

4, War Propaganda. The newspapers in European countries 
began to play one country against another by misrepresenting the 
situation. Very often, these newspapers hurt nationalist feelings of 
the people. England and Germany frequently attacked each other 
through the press, According to Bismarck, “Every country is helé 
at sometime to account for the windows! broken. by its press; the 


"bill is presented some day or other, in the sape of hostile sentiments 
in other country”. 


5. Moroccan Crisis. Both France and Germany had com- 

-mercial interests in Morocco, an independent Muslim country in 
Africa. By the Anglo-French alliance (1904), England had recog- 
mised political and economic rights of France in Morocco. Encou- 
waged by this alliance, France compelled the Muslim king of 
‘Morocco to accept a scheme of reforms. But Germany refused to 
accept special position of France in Morocco, and she proclaimed 
herself as the protector of the Muslims. It wasthus a warning to 
france anda challenge to the Anglo-French alliance. In 1911, 
there was an uprising of the unruly tribes of Morocco, and France 
interfered to restore order. She occupied Fez, the capital of 
Morocco. Thereupon, Germany also sent a gunboat the Panther 
1o the Moroccan port. It was a critical situation, but England gave 
a whole-hearted support to France on the Moroccan question. At 
Jast, Germany came to a compromise, recognized a French pro- 
tectorate over Morocco, and herself received a part ofthe French 
‘Congo as compensation. Nevertheless, the crisis created a wide 
‘gulf between the two power blocs. : 


6. The Balkan Problem. During the nineteenth century, 
many Christian races living in the Balkan Peninsula (South-east of 
Europe) had won national independence from the Turkish rulers. 
The new state of Rumania. Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia were 
formed. However, there were still many racial groups which were 
under the control of either the Turks or the Austrians. The people 
of Serbia called ‘Serbs’ or ‘Slavs’ supported the cause of liberation 
of their fellow slavs in the Austrian provinces of Bosnia and Herze- 
‘govina. Russia also gave full support to ‘Slavs’ living in the South- 
-eastern provinces of Austria. Thus Austria became a great enemy 
of Russia and Serbia. On more than one occasion, a European War 
seemed imminent. Germany made it clear to Russia that if the 
‘latter assisted Serbia against Austria, she would come to the aid of 
Austria. 


In the Balkan wars of 1912-13, Serbia conquered Central 
“Macedonia, and this increased her power greatly. Austria viewed 
a powerful Serbia with concern; it was a signal of weakening its 
„empire in the Balkan peninsula. So there was plenty of bad blood 
on both,sides. 


7. Murder of Archduke of Austria, Thespark which set 
ithe whole Europe ablaze, arose at Sarajevo, a small Balkan city in 
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Bosnia. Asthe Slavs of the South-eastern provinces of Austria: 
were in revolt, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the throne: 
of Austria—Hungary madea tour ofthese provinces to appease 
them by his scheme of reforms. When he reached Sarajevo, a young 
Serbian nationalist murdered him and his wife on June 28, 1914, 


The Austrians were highly enraged at this incident and accused 
the Serbian government of the tragedy.  Berehtold, the foreign 
minister of Austria planned to present Serbia with so harsh demands 
that the latter could not accept them. He also planned to crush 
Serbia before she could get help from Russia. So Austria delivered 
an ultimatum to Serbia and required her to accept the demands 
within 48 hours. Most humiliating of these demands were : (1) The 
Austrian officials should take action in suppressing anti-Austrian 
propaganda in Serbia, and (2) The Austrian government should be 
associated with the Serbian trial of those guilty of the murder of 
Archduke of Austria. 

Encouraged by Russia not to submit, Serbia suggested to refer 
the matter to the Hague tribunal or to a Conference of big powers. 
As Serbia’s reply was regarded unsatisfactory, " Austria declared war 
on Serbia on July 28, 1914. Thus the murder of Archduke of Austria 
became the immediate cause of the First World War. 


Course of War 

Austria’s action compelled Russia to support Serbia. She 
could not see the small Slav kingdom of Serbia crushed. As 
Germany was committed to help Austria, she took v» arms against 
Russia and Serbia on behalf of Austria. The German declaration 
of war against Russia also meant war with France. At the same 
time in Asia, Japan who was England’s ally, declared war on 
Germany with a view to capturing German colonies in the Far East, 


Till now the attitude of Great Britain was uncertain. She had 
tried her best to maintain peace. The British government asked 
both France and Germany to declare that they would not violate 
the neutrality of Belgium, already guaranteed by the powers of 
Europe. Germany not only refused to answer but sent her forces 
to cross the Belgium frontier. This was a flagrant violation of 
Belgium neutrality. Moreover, the German occupation of Belgium 
posed a great danger to the safety to England. Hence England was 
compelled to declare war upon Germany on 4th August, 1914. In 
the meantime, Turkey and Bulgaria had also joined the war in 
support of Austria and Germany. Italy, although united with 
Germany and Austria by the Triple Alliance remained netural on 


hat her allies were not fighting a defensive war. Later 
she joined the Allies i.e, England, France and their 
f America entered the war In 1917 
f account of war is given below * 


the ground t 
on, in 1915, 
partners, The United States O 
‘on the side of the Allies. A brie 
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f imi Alhed Powers 
Europe—World War I 1914-1918 


1. The German Invasion, The First World War began 
with the German invasion of Belgium. The German Plan of cam- 
paign was first to crush France by marching through Belgium and 
then to defeat Russia and England. But the Belgians offered a tough 
resistance to the German armies. The Germans, however, defeated 
4he Belgians and fought their way into France, Both French and 
British were compelled to retreat before the German advance 
towards Paris. The position was extremely critical for the the Allies. 
But General Foch saved the situation and forced the Germans to 
retreat from the Marne which was only fifty-five kilometres from 
Paris. Thus the Battle of the Marne foiled the German Plan of 
«rushing France. 
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Both sides then resorted to trench warfare. They dug trenches 
from which they conducted raids on each other. Parallel lines 
of trenches were established in eastern and north-eastern France 
and Switzerland to the North Sea. Germans had overrun the whole 
of Belgium. They made fierce attacks on the English at Ypres but 
were defeated each time. The trench warfare continued for four 
years till the final collapse of German power at the end of the war. 
Besides the trench warfare, machine guns and liquid fire were used. 
For the first time, aircrafts used and tanks were in warfare which 
took a toll of thousands of human lives. 


2. War on the Eastern Front. The Russian forces invaded 
both Germany and Austria, butthey were badly defeated. Being 
poorly equipped, they were, in fact, no match for their adversaries. 
Russia suffered heavy losses in the war and ultimately withdraw 
from itin 1917. The same year Czar Nicholas II abdicated the 
throne and the Russian Revolution began. The disaster of Russia 
helped the Germans. They transferred their eastern armies to 
France and renewed their efforts to defeat the Allies. Meanwhile, 
Italy joined the war on the side ofthe Allies and performed good 
service to the allied cause in keeping the Austrian forces engaged 
in different quarters. 

3. War against Turkey. Towards the close of the year 
1914, Turkey decided to join the war on the side of the Central 
Powers. While the German fleet had control over the Baltic Sea. 
the Turkish Shore batteries held Dardanel'es which led to the Black 
Sea. The Allies could send supplies to Russia by way of the Black 
Sea and thus avert her collapse in 1917. But the Turks had com- 
pletely cut off Russia from obtaining any help from the Allies. The 
Allies made a determined attempt to capture Dardanelles but their 
operations failed. However, the English with the help of the 
Indian army defeated the Turks, and conquered Mesopotamia and 
Palestine. 

4. The WaratSea. By the year 1916, the Central Powers 
were surrounded on land by à ring of enemies— Belgium, France, 
Italy and Russia, Besides, in the North Sea, the British navy 
proved stronger than the German navy. During the whole war, 
only one important naval engagement took place in 1916, called 
the Battle of Jutland. The German feet suffered heavy losses in 
this battle, and it never ventured into the North Sea again. But 
the Germans organised a new kind of warfare. Their cruisers and 
sub-marines, did much damage to the merchant ships of England. 
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"The British navy, however, proved adequate to the task, and before 
the war ended, the danger from this new form of warfare was 
‘reduced to a great extent. 

5. Entry of the United States of Àmerica into the War. 
‘The U.S.A. joined the war as a protest against the "unrestricted" 
:Submarine warfare carried on by Germany which allowed submarines 
to sink passenger vessels without warning. When a British merchant 
‘ship Lusitania was sunk by a German submarine and as a result 114 
Americans lost their lives, Dr. Woodrow Wilson, the President of 
the U.S.A., protested against it. But Germany did not care for 
this protest, At last, the U.S,A. entered the war in 1917 against 
the Central Powers. The entry ofthe United States strengthened 
‘the situation of the Allies for it placed at their disposal enormous 
‘Tesources in men and money. 

6. Collapse of Germany. In 1918, the Allies began their 
-offensive at many points. The Germans were beaten back from the 
Marne and Amiens. The Allies had also achieved quick successes 
‘elsewhere The Turks were defeated in Syria. The Austrians and 
the Bulgarians had surrendered. The Germans were pushed back 
‘everywhere, and, at last, they stood completely worn. out and 
exhausted. Their emperor, William II was so disappointed that he 
‘abdicated the throne and fled to Holland. A republican government 
was set up in Germany which asked for peace. Austria and Hungary 
:also asked for terms of peace. Infact, the Dual Monarchy of Austria- 
Hungary no longer existed because revolution had begun both in 
Austria and in Hungary. As a result, the independent r :publics 
were formed in these countries. The German military leaders at 
‘last admitted that the end had come. So the war came to an end 
on 11th November, 1918. Later on, the “Treaty of Versailles” was 
‘Signed on 28th June, 1919. 

End of the War 

Since the war caused unprecedented human and material 
‘destruction, efforts were made to bring the war to an end. Peace 
"proposals of the new Russian government, a few socialist parties 
and the Russian revolutionaries were rejected. The Pope also made 
‘proposal for peace, butit was not cared for. In January 1918, 
Woodrow Wilson, President ofthe United States declared a peace 

‘Programme. This programme became famous as *Wilson Fourteen 
Points’. $ 

According to the Fourteen Points, treaties between different 

| 2Nations were to be open and not secret, navigation at sea was to 
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be free to all nations in peace and war and armaments (military, 
strength) were to be reduced. Invaded territories in Belgium, 
France, Italy and the Balkan states were to be vacated and seif- 
government was to be granted to the subject-nations of Austria 
and Turkey. Poland was to be reconstituted as an independent 
state. Finally a League of Nations was to be founded as an orga- 
nisation for the prevention of war in future. Some of the points 
mentioned above were accepted when peace treaties were signed at 
the end of war. 


In July 1918, three countries—Britain, France and U.S.A. 
launched a military offensive and Germany along with her allies 
began to collapse. In September, Bulgaria withdrew from the war, 
Turkey surrendered in October. Austria, Hungary and Germany 
were facing political discontent. Under such conditions Austria 
and Hungary surrendered in November. A revolution broke out in 
Germany and Germany became a republic. The New German 
government signed an armistice on November 11. ‘This brought an 
end to the war. 


The Treaty of Versailles 1919 


After the close of the First World War, a conference of the 
Allied nations met first in Versailles, a suburb. of Paris and later in 
Paris between January and June 1919 to settle the terms of peace. 
Though 27 countries took part in the conference, yet the main work 
of settlement was done by the representatives of three vountries— 
France, U.S.A. and England. Defeated countries were not repre- 
sented at the conference. Russia was also excluded from the 
conference. The terms of the treaty were, therefore, not the result 
of negotiations between the defeated and the victorious powers. The 
terms were imposed onthe defeated by the victorious powers, 
When the German delegates went to Versailles to sign the treaty, 
the Parisian mob threw stones at them, hurled abuses and insulted 
in the midst of this great humiliation, they signed the treaty 


them. 
919, The main terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 


on 28th June, 1 
were a9 follows : 
1. France got back Alsace-Loraine which she had lost in the 
Franco-Prussian War (1870-71). Besides, she also got 

control of the Saar Coalfield area in Germany for fifteen 

years as a compensation for the destruction of her coal: 


mines during the war. 
2. The Rhineland was declared a demilitarized area, 
Germany could no more ''maintain or construct any: 


NC. 
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fortification either on the left bank of the Rhine or on 
the right bank.....”. All existing fortifications were to 
be destroyed. 


. Germany and other enemy countries were required to 


make reparation for the losses to the Allied in the war. 
The committee which placed the “war guilt" on the 
shoulders of Germany, fixed an unprecedented figure of 
$ 6,500,000,000 as war indemnity to be paid by Germany. 
In addition, Germany was deprived of merchant shipping 
and she was to supply coal to France, Belgium and Italy 
for fifteen years. 


. The Allied Powers decided upon a total destruction of 


German military power. Conscription in Germany was 
abolished and she could not retain an army exceeding 
100,000, The strength of German navy was also con- 
siderably reduced. 

The Danish districts of Schleswig-Holstein which 
Germany had conquered from the Danes in 1864 were 
given back to Denmark. 


. A new Poland was carved out of Russia, Prussia and 


Austria. It was made an independent state with special 
trading rights in the city of Danzing. -Thus Poland not 
only got back the territories she had lost in the war, but 
also plenty of economic resources. 


. Thc empire of Austria and Hungary was broken up Italy 


obtained Tyrol, Trieste and Trentino and thus completed 
her national frontiers. The Czechs got Bohemia, Silesia 
and Moravia and thus was born a new state of Czecho- 
Slovakia. The Slavonic states of Bosnia, Herzegovina 
and others were united with Serbia under the name of 
Yugo-Slavia. 

Bulgaria was decreased in size. She had to cede her 
territory to Greece, Rumania and Yugo-Slavia. 


Turkey met with a miserable fate. By the Treaty of 
Sevres (1920) most of her possessions in Asia Minor were 
given to Greece. It led to the war between the Turks 
and the Greeks. At last, by the Treaty of Lausanne 
(1923), Turkey renounced all her claims to Syria, 


Mesopotamia and Palestine to the overlordship of 
Egypt. 


10. With a view to preventing future wars and promoting 
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international relations, a covenant of the League of 
Nations was drawn upat the instance of President. 
Wilson. This League was to consist of a council com- 
posed of the representatives of five great powers and an 
assembly representing all the nations joining the League. 
It was provided that the settlement of all disputes between 
powers should be made by means of arbitration, A 
permanent Secretariat was setup at Geneva to prepare 
business for the Assembly and Council. 

ll. By the Treaty of Versailles, Germany renounced all her 

Overseas Possessions and colonies. These possessions and 

colonies were placed under mandate of another power 
on behalf of the League of Nations. For example, England 
got Palestine, Mesopotamia, German East Africa and a. 
part of Togoland and Cameroons. German colonies in 
Pacific such as Samoa island, a New Guinea etc., went to 
Australia, Newzealand and Japan. 

According to Lansing, the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 
were immeasurably harsh and humiliating. President Wilson was 
highly criticized for this unjust settlement. The reparation money 
which was demanded from Germany was so huge thai 4tscould. never 
be paid. Disarmament was forced only on Germany and not on 
other enemy states. Outside Europe, the mandatory system was 
Opposed to the principle of self-determination. The peace terms 
clearly show the selfish and revengeful war aims of the Allies., The 
Allies were interested only in territorial and economic profit and ` 
also in security from the defeated enemies. The empire of Germany 
Austria and Turkey were shrunken and the possessions of the Allied ' 
Powers were swelled. Thus the peace settlements were based on the 
principle that "To the victors belong the Spoils and the Allies are 
the Victors”. 

Effects of World War I 

Inspite of numerous defects, the peace settlements had some 
far-reaching effects : 

1. War and peace settlements transformed the political map 
of the world, particularly of Europe. Three ruling dynasties—the 
Romanoy in Russia, Holezolleria in Germany and the Habsburg in 
Austria-Hungary were destroyed. 

2. In the 18th century Poland was divided among Russia, 
Austria and Prussia. As a result of peace treaty, Poland was reformed. 
as an independent state. 
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3. As a result of war Europe lost its economic and military 
supremacy, Now U.S.A. and Soviet Usion (Russia) came up as 
major world powers. 

4. Loss of Supremacy of Europe gave strength to the 
freedom movements in Asia and Africa. 

5. -The Peace of Versailles heralded the victory « ie print 
ples of nationalism and self-determination. The e tes which 
had peoples of different culture under their control were dissolved. 
Thus the old Russian empire gave rise to four independent republics 
of Finland, Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The empire of 
Austria-Hungary was broken up and new states of Czecho-Slovakia 
and Yugo-Slavia were formed. By restoring Alsace-Lorraine to 
France and Schélswing-Holstein to Denmark, long cherished 
national aspirations of the people were fulfilled The influence of 
nationalism was also felt in China, Turkey, Egypt and Ireland. 

6. Another important result of the war was the spread of 
Democracy, and the rise of Communism and Dictatorship. The 
republican governments in Germany, Austria and Hungary adopted 
democratic institutions. But the most notable example of 
democracy was in Turkey where the Caliphate was abolished and 
republic was established with Kemal Pasha as its President. 
Further, the Bolshevik rule in Russia, after the Russian revolution 
of 1917, gave rise to Communism. In certain other countries, 


namely, Italy, Spain and Germany, fascist tendencies led to the 
rise of Dictatorship. 


7. In the early treaties of peace, colonial possessions had 
passed from vanquished to victors without any reference to the 
wishes of the native population. But the system of mandates 
showed that the colonial people were not without rights and they 
Should not be exploited by the rulers. 

8. Lastly, the peace settlement established the ideals of 
prevention of war and international co-operation as embodied in 
the League of Nations. The First World War has been called ‘a 
war to end war’. A definite organization i.e., the League of Nations 


was established only with a purpose to solve the international 
disputes on the principles of reason and justice. 


THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS (1920) 


An idea for the establishment of the League of Nations was 
put forth by President Wilson in his Fourteen Points. It was 
through his efforts that the covenant of the League of Nations was 


draftad and made an intaoral nart af the maara ^f Vaeszailléa. 
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‘League of Nations was therefore, established on January 10, 1920 
-with its headquarters at Geneva in Switzerland. In the beginning, 
‘more than forty nations of the World had joined the organization. 
Gradually, however, the number rose 
to sixty. Unfortunately, due to 
political opposition, President Wilson 
‘could not make his country agree to 
join the League. So the U.S.A., the 
god-father of the League did not 
‘become its member. 


Aims of the League 


' The aims of the League were 
declared as: “Promotion of inter- 
‘national co-operation and the achieve- 
ment of international peace and 
‘security by the acceptance of obli- 
»gations not to resort to war, to establish 
just and honourable relations between 
powers, to promote international law 
and to maintain scrupulous respect Dr. Woodrow Wilson 
for treaty obligations.” 

In order to achieve these aims, the League enjoined upon its 

member countries to accept the following principles ; 

(1) They will enforce limitation of armaments. 

(2) They will not encourage public diplomacy by entering 
into secret alliances, i 

(3) They will respect the territorial integrity of each other. 

(4) A dispute between two member-nations wil have to be 
referred to the League for peaceful settlement. 

(S) Ifany member does not accept the arbitration of the 
League, the other members will declare an economic 
boycott of the offending nation. 

(6) The League also agreed to secure fair and humane condi- 
tions for labour in their countries. 


"Membership 

Membership of the League was open to all the independent 
mations of the world. Any country could join on the approval of 
two-thirds votes of the Assembly of the League. Each member 
«country could send three delegates to the Assembly but it had only 
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one vote for the whole delegation of a country. A member coulo 
also withdraw from the League by giving at least two year’s notice.- 

Main organs. The League had five organs, namely (1) The 
Assembly, (2) The League Council, (3) The Secretariat, (4) The 
Permanent Court of International Justice, (5) The International: 
Labour Organization. 

The Assembly was composed of the representatives of different 
member nations. Each member nation possessed one vote though. 
it could send three representatives. The function of the Assembly 
Was to discuss “‘international Conditions whose continuance might. 
endanger the peace of the world.” 


The Council was an execntive body of the League. It 
Consisted of fifteen members out of which England, France, Italy 
and Japan were Permanent. The Council held its meeting three or 
four times a year. It had the power to deal with all matters 
affecting world peace. It was also responsible for preparing plans 
for the reduction of armaments. 

The Secretariat was a permanent body of officials whose 
function was to conduct the necessary Correspondence and staff 
work of League. The expenses of the Secretariat were contributed. 
by the member nations. 

The Permanent Court of International Justice was set up at 
the Hague in 1926, Tt Was a judica] body for settling those disputes. 
among nations which involved international law. The Court also: 


performed advisory functions and gave advice on legal matters 
when asked for. 


The International Labour Organization consisted of General 
Conference, a Governing Body and an International Labour Office. 


It was maintained by a special fund contributed by the member 
nations of the League. 


Achievements of the League 


During the first ten years of its establishment, the League 
Settled many minor disputes among nations. A dispute between 
Sweden and Finland was settled by the League. Besides, the 
League undertook humanitarian works. If any country was in. 
Shortage of food or any ‘hing, the League used to help that country 
by sending food and other things. The League also maintained fair 
Conditions of labour and trade. Besides, she had control over 


injurious drugs like opium and took measures for the prevention 
of epidemics, 


; 
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Failure of the League 


After 1930, the League became utterly ineffective to check’ 
aggressions in the world. Japan challenged the authority of the 
League and invaded China. Italy occupied Abyssinia- (Ethiopia): 
by sheer force. Germany overran Czechoslovakia and Poland, and: 
this led to the Second World War in 1939. Thus, the League failed! 
to establish peace and security for which it stood. 


The main causes of the failure of the League were as under < 


1. Powerful nations never wanted the League to stand in 
their ambitions programmes. Instead of accepting the 
decisions ofthe League, Japan and Italy, the aggressor 
countries withdrew from it. 


2. Since the League had no standing army of its own, it 
could not take action against the nation violating the 
peace of the world. 

3. The League had poor representation. U.S.A. never 
joined it as a member and Russia was not admitted into 
it till 1934. Later on, Japan, Germany and Italy also: 
withdrew their names from the membership, 


4. According to the Treaty of Versailles, the defeated 
enemies were not treated on basis of justice. So they 
had no faith in the League. 

5. Many countries in Asia and Africa were still under the 
control of the European Nations. Since the League 
could not help these countries, their faith was shaken. 
Thus nationalism became the major cause of the failure: 
of the League. 

6. The founder-members of the League even did not want it 
to become a very powerful organisation. “France which 
had practically no faith in the League, built up an 
alliance system with other European nations to protect 
herself against Germany. Britain felt that the League: 
was suitable only as a place for discussion. Nobody was 
willing to give to the League any rights that would 
prevent a nation from doing exactly as it pleased.” 

In these circumstances, the League was bound to fail and it 
actually failed. Once again Europe began to be divided into two: 
armed camps and made preparations for the Second World War. 
The League was abolished in 1945 and was replaced by the United. 


Nations Organization. 
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Points to Remember 


By the end of 19th century, Germany rose to be one 
of the greatest trading and manufacturing countries in 
the world, and wanted to establish a colonial empire 
overseas, This imperialist policy of Germany posed a 
great danger to the peace of Europe. 

Imperialism led to militarism and the European powers 
started building huge armies and navies. 

Europe was divided into two power blocs: The Triple 
Alliance and The Triple Entente. The Triple Alliance 
included Germany, Austria and Italy. The Triple Entente 
was formed by France, Russia and England. 

England and Germany frequently attacked each other 
through the Press. 


. Moroccan crisis between France and Germany created a 


wide gulf between the two power blocs. 


. Both Russia and Serbia supported the cause of ‘Slavs’ 


living in South-eastern provinces of Austria. 


. The murder of Archduke of Austria became the immedi- 


ate cause of the First World War. 


Germany, Austria, Italy, Turkey and Bulgaria were 
known as the “Central Powers". England, France, 
Russia, Serbia and Japan were called the “Allies”. 


. England joined the war because GAG violated the 


neutrality of Belgium. 

The entry of U.S.A. into the war in 1917 strengthened 

the situation of the Allies because it placed at their 

disposal enormous resources in men and money. 

The Central Powers i.e., Germany, Austria and their 

partners were finally defeated in 1918 and the war came 

to an end on the 11th November, 1918, 

A treaty was afterwards signed on 28th June, 1919. This 

treaty is known as the “Treaty of Versailles". 

President Wilson of the U.S.A. issued the famous 
Fourteen Points” on which the Treaty of Versailles was 

based. 

According to the terms of the Treaty, France got back 


Alsace-Loraine and also got control of the Saar Coalfield 
area in Germany. 
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15. The German army and navy were reduced to the mini- 
mum ; Germany had also to pay a huge war indemnity. 

16. The Austrian and the Turkish empires were dismembered 
and the new nation-states of Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia were created. 


i7. Asa result-of war and peace treaty three-ruling dynasties 
—Romanov in Russia, Hoberzollerin in Germany and 
Halsurg in Austria-Hungary were destroyed. 


18. Europe lost supremacy and U.S.A. and Russia came up 
as world powers. 


19. The Peace of Versailles heralded the victory of the 
principles of Nationalism and Self-determination. 


20. The League of Nations was formed in 1920 mainly due 
to the efforts of President Wilson of the U.S.A. 


21. The League of Nations was formed to establish peace in 
the world and to promote international co-operation. 
It had its headquarters at Geneva (Switzerland). 


22. The League had five organs namely, (1) the Assembly, 
(2)the Council, (3) the Secretariat, (4) the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, and (5) the International 
Labour Organisation. 

23. During the first ten years of its establishment, the 
League settled many minor disputes among nations. 


24. After 1930, the League became utterly ineffective to 
check aggressions in the world. Germany overran 
Czechoslovakia and Poland and this led to the Second 
World War in 1939. 


Revision Questions 

Essay Type Questions 

1, Explain the main features of the European political situation which 
‘were directly responsible for the War of 1914. 

2. How did Germany pose a threat to the peace of Europe in the 
"beginning of the twentieth century 1? (Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1980) 

3. What were the causes of the First World War ? 

à (AIl India Sec, School Examination, 1980) 

4. Explain the terms “Dual Alliance’’, “Triple Alliance’ and “Triple 
Entente", Ü 

5. Describe briefly the main events of the First World War. 

6. How did the race for colonies and competition for trade in Africa 
and Asia affect the relations among the European Powers ? 

7. What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles (1919) ? 

8, What were the main effects of the Peace Settlement ? 
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Rise of Fascism and Nazism 


You may have heard about the Second World War. Itwas the 
most destructive war in history. It broke out in 1939. The period 
between the First and the Second World War saw many changes in 
the worldidevelopments in Europe and political awakening in Asia 
and Africa. The study of these changes and the developments is 
important not only to understand the forces and factors which led 
to the Second World War but also the world that emerged after the 
war. 


Europe between the Wars 


The misery caused by the First World War had its repercus- 
sions on the political developments in many countries. You have 
already read that Germany became a republic. But the German 
revolutionaries were not Satisfied with the republic. So they began 
another uprising. Their uprising was, however, ruthlessly suppressed’ 
and its leaders were executed. There was also an uprising in 
Hungary which too was Suppressed. During this period, the socialist 
movement made a lot of progress. But within a few years, the 
movement was defeated due to the rise of fascism and the dicta- 


torial governments in Europe. Fascism and the dictatorial govern- 


ments in Italy and Germany later on paved the way to the Second 
World war in 1939. 


Fascism in Italy 


Fascism is the name given to all those political movements 
which arose after the First World War, with a view to suppress 
democracy and socialism and to establish the dictatorship, This 
movement succeeded in many countries of Europe like Hungary, 
Italy, Poland, Portugal, Germany and Spain. But their success in 
Italy and Germany had the most serious consequences. 

The term ‘fascism’ is of Italian origin. It was meant for the 
armed gangs organised by Benito Mussolini in 1919. This organisa- 
tion was against socialists and communists. 


The Italian government which came after unifiction showed 
Concern for the welfare of the agricultural and industrial 


( 60 ) 


little 


61 


"Workers. These conditions helped the socialist movement to gain 
strength. It posed threat to the existing system. At such a time 
Italy joined the war with the hope of gaining colonies, but peace 
treaties had failed to satisfy her ambitions. The\government domi- 
nated by the capitalists and landlords used Mussolini’s armed gangs 
to save the country from socialist and democratic movement. 


In 1921 elections were held in Italy. No single party could 
win the majority. Mussolini’s gangs and party could win 35 seats 
only, yet he marched on Rome to seize power. The king invited 
him to join the government. This happened because the ruling class 
of Italy considered democracy and socialism as a threat to the 
power. 


The government under Mussolini gave a reign of terror. 
Socialist movement was suppressed and many of its leaders wer- 
either imprisoned or killed. In 1926 all the political parties except 
Mussolini’s party were banned. Thus the new government not only 
destroyed democracy and socialist movement but also planned for 
war. For the Fascists nothing was more glorious than the war. 
They openly advocated a policy of expansion and aggrandise- 
ment. 


‘Nazism in Germany 


Nazism was the German version of fascism. It was more 
sinister than the original Italian version, The term ‘Nazism’ is 
derived from the name of the party founded by Hitler in 1921. The 
Nazis established the most barbarious dictatorship uc ter the leader- 
ship of Adolf Hitler. , 


You have read that towards the end of the First World War 
a revolution took place in Germany. The revolution put an end 
to the German monarchy. Though Germany had become a republic 
yet the forces behind the monarchy such as the industrialists, the 
landlords and officers of the army remained quite powerful. These 
forces took the help of the. Nazis to extend their power and to 


weaken the socialist movement. 


Like Mussolini, Hitler planned to capture power through a 
march on Berlin. But he was arrested and sent to jail. In jail he 
wrote his book Mein Kampf i.e. ‘My Struggles’. It expressed some 
of the most monstrous ideas of Nazi movement. He advocated for 
the use of force and brutality and ridiculed internationalism, peace 
and democracy. He also preached extreme hatred against the 
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German Jews who were blamed for all the ills of Germany. Ideas of 
Nazis found welcome with the army, the industrialista and landlords. 


The Nazis made use of the sense: of humiliation which many 
Germans felt at their defeat in First World War and exploited the 
misery of the people. In 1929 Germany had to face serious economic 
crisis. During this period about half of the German population was 
unemployed. The Nazis found the right time to spread their in- 
fluence. The victory of Nazis in Germany was neither the result of 
election nor the uprising. In spite of poor showing of the Nazis in 
the elections, Hitler was appointed the Chancellor of Germany by 
President of Germany on 30th January, 1933. It was all due to 
political intrigues ; otherwise the Nazi party had polled less votes 
than the socialist and the communist parties put together, 


After coming to power Hitler ordered for fresh election. Anti- 
Nazi leaders were killed in large number. The Communist Party 
was banned. Trade unions were Suppressed. Efforts were made to 
‘unify’ the German people in thought and action. The separate 
States of the republic such as Prussia, Bavaria and Saxony were 
abolished. Jews and others who were not of German descent, were 
denied the rights of citizenship. They were humiliated and confined 
in concentration camps. Thousands were executed. People were 
deprived of their right to freedom of expression. No one could dare 
to criticise the government. Democracy was completely extermi- 
nated from the soil of Germany. A massive programme of militari- 
sation was launched and preparations were mad for war. Thus the 
victory of Nazism was a calamity not only for the German people 
but for whole of Europe and many other parts of the world. It led 
to the Second World War. 
Developments in Britain and France 


Britain and France had no influence of the Fascist moverent. 
But both the countries faced various economic difficulties. In Great 
Britain, heavy national debt and imbalance of international trade 
created widespread unemployment and unrest. Strikes became com- 
mon. The workers movement was in full swing. The period from 
1929 to 1931 (period of economic depression) was the most difficult 
period for Britain. Nation government took steps to overcome the 
serious economic difficulty but to no good, Though Britain could 
not make good the losses of war yet it remained a democratic 
country, 
France suffered from 


political and economic instability after 
the First World War. 


More than two million Frenchmen had been. 
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killed or injured in. War. Political parties stood disunited. Thousand: 
of homes and factories had been destroyed. The country was faced 
with unemployment, inflation and other economic hardships. For 
all these difficulties, they held the Germans responsible. Ultimately, 
to save the country from the fascists and other anti-democratic 
forces, popular front government was formed in 1936. At this time,. 
many economic reforms were introduced in France. 


Both the countries-Britain and France remained democratic 
countries in spite of serious economic problems. But their foreign 
policy was such that it never encouraged democracy in other 
countries of Europe. 


U.S.A. Emerges as the Strongest Power 


As a consequence of First World War, Britain and France 
lost their supremacy in tlie world ; U.S.A. was gaining importance. 
She emerged as the richest and the most powerful country in the 
world. This was due to the fact that she played an important role in 
framing the peace treaties after the war. 


The economic crisis which starizd in U.S.A. (1929-31) had 
affected all the capitalist countries of the world, They were beset by 
Serious economic problems such as unemployment, loss of produc- 
tion, proverty and hunger. During this period Democratic Party 
came in power in U.S.A. under the Presidentship of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. The new government started a programme of economic 
reconstruction and social welfare. This programme is known as 
New Deal. Steps were also taken to improve the workers' condition 
and to create employment. As a result of New Deal, U.S.A. re- 
covered from the economic crisis. She maintained her position as a 
mighty power. But her foreign policy was not much different from. 
that of Britain and France. 


The Emergence of the Soviet Union 


You have read that during the period of First World War, a. 
revolution took place in Russia. The war and the revolution shat- 
tered the whole economy. But after the revolution the country star- 
ted new programme of economic development. The country made 
much progress and saved herself from the economic crisis. Conse- 
quently, Russia emerged as a strong power. Its industrial develop-: 
ment went on unabated. For this, the country undertook a series of 
Five Year Plans, The first Five Year Plan was started in 1928. We 
also learn that the Russian Revolution spread to many other parts 
of old Russian empire. Atlast in 1924, all these territories were: 
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united in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic. But the Soviet 
Union was not recognised by most of the European countries and 
U.S.A. fora long time ; nor was she allowed to participate in the 
Peace Conference at the end of the First World War. She was sur- 
rounded by hostile countries. Nevertheless, she followed a policy of 
support to the movement of independence in Asia. She demanded 
an action when fascists started their acts of aggression. But her 
demand was not cared for as she was taken as a danger for the 
countries of Europe. This hostility to U.S.S.R. led to the appease- 
ment of fascist powers and paved the way for the Second World 
War. 


Nationalist movement in Asia and Africa 


The countries of Asia and Africa, which were colonies of the 
zountries of Europe, participated in the First World War with the 
hope of gaining independence at the end of the war. But their hopes 
had been belied. Since the war had weakened the imperialist 
"countries, several countries of Asia and Africa strengthened their 
freedom movement. U.S,S.R.'s support further gave strength to the 
freedom movement of the countries of Asia and Africa. 


Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the freedom move- 
ment in India had become a mass movement. The Non-Cooperation 
movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi united all the people of 
"India against the Britain imperialism. You will read about it in 
detail later. 

After the Russian Revolution, 
‘withdrawn all ner soldiers from Persi 
-extend their influence over the whol 


Spread uprising by the Iranians, Ultim 
driven out of Iran. 


the Soviet government had 
a. But the British tried to 
€ country. This led to a wide- 
ately, the British troops were 


There were uprisings in Arab countries against Britain and 
France. After the war, Britain and France made 
their protectorates and ‘mandates’, 


Britain was compelled in 1922 to 
Similarly, there was an Open rebelli 
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‘killed nearly twenty-five thousand people. But in spite of these 
atrocities, the Syrians continued their struggle against the French 
rule. 


You have already read that after the First World War, Turkey 
met with a miserable fate. The Allies had more or less dismembered 
the country. With a view to preventing the domination of Turkey 
by the Allied powers, the nationalist movement began in the 
‘country. Mustafa Kemal established national government, and 
entered into a treaty with the Soviet government in 1921. Under 
this treaty, the Russians gave political support to Turkey against the 
Allies. With the help thus received, the Turks compelled the Allied 
troops to withdraw from Turkish territory. Turkey was thus able to : 
achieve complete independence. It was declared a republic. The 
new government abolished the institution of Caliph. Turkey was 
now put on the road to modernisation. 


Movements for independence gained strength in other parts 
of Asia too. In 1927, the nationalist party was set up in Indonesia 
for achieving independence from the Dutch rule. The Koreans 
organised a movement for independence from Japanese rule. 


Another notable movement of the period began in China. In 
1911, there was a revolution in China which led to the establish- 
ment of a republic. But the power passed into the hands of corrupt 
governors called war-lords. So the national movement in China was 
directed against foreign domination on the one hand, and ending 
the rule of the war-lords on the other. Dr. Sun Yat-Sen formed a 
party called Kuomintang and led the national struggle in China. In 
this national struggle, the Russian government promised full support 
to the Chinese. In 1921 the Communist Party of China was formed. 
Both the parties, the Kuomintang and the Communist Party decided 
to work together. But its unity was broken after the death of Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen in 1925. In the thirties of the twenthieth century, 
when the Japanese attacked China, the Communist Party played a 
prominent role in repelling the Japanese invasion. Later on, the 
Party established her supremacy in the country. 


After the First World War, there was a national awakening in 
the countries of Africa. An important role in this respect was played 
by a series of Pan, African Congresses. African National Congress 
‘became leading organization of the South African people. The 
-people-of Ethiopia gave a tough fight to the Italians when the latter 


invaded their country. 
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Thus the national awakening of the people of Asia and Africa 
and the growing strength of their struggle for freedom were factors. 


of great 


importance in the making of modern World. When these: 


people were preparing themselves for freedom, another war ap- 
peared. The Second World War which started in 1939 weakened. 
imperialism beyond repair. 


12. 
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Points to Remember 


After the First World War, countries of Europe saw the: 
uprising and the growth of socialistic movement. 

Fascism and dictatorial governments came in power and. 
suppressed the socialist movement and democracy. 
Fascism developed in countries like Hungary, Italy,. 
Poland, Portugal, Germany and Spain. 

Fascism developed in Italy in a vigorous form under the: 
leadership of Mussolini. It suppressed socialist movement 
and elements of democracy in Italy. 

Nazism, a German version of Fascism, developed im 
Germany under the leadership of Hitler. It had the sup- 
port of those who felt humiliated at the defeat in the: 
First World War. 

Britain and France lost their supremacy as a result of the 
First World War. 

Britain and France could not repair their economy. 


Foreign policy of Britain and France never encouraged: 
the development of democracy in other countries, 


U.S.A. emerged out as the Strongest power after the First. 
World War. 


- As a result of revolution, Russia developed her economy 


and emerged out as a gre. 


at power. She was not recognised. 
by other countries. 


. Russia supported the nationalist movement in Asia and! 


Africa. 


Countries of Asia and Africa Participated in the First 
World War with the hope of gaining independence after 
the war. 
Weakened position of the imperialists helped the Asian. 


and African countries to Strengthen their freedom move- 
ment. 
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Revision Questions 


Essay Type Questions 


1. 
2. 


Describe briefly the growth of Fascism in Italy. 
What is Nazism ? How did it develop in Germany ? 


Short Answer Questions 


Define Fascism. 

Mention the aims of Fascism. 

What was the effect of Fascism in Italy ? 

What factors helped the growth of Nazism in Germany ? 
List the ideas of Nazism. 

What was the New Deal in U.S.A. ? 


What for U.S.S.R.'s proposal was not accepted by the countries of 
Europe and U.S.A. ? 


With what view did the countries of Asia and Africa take part in the 
First World War ? 


What factors helped in strengthening the nationalist movement im 
the countries of Asia ? 


pu 


5 
The World War II 
(1939—1945) 


The Treaty of Versailles left certain problems unsettled. It 
humiliated Germary beyond measure. It was, therefore, uncertain 
whether she would submit to this humiliation or she would refuse 
to accept the terms of the treaty and renew the war. Besides, the 
‘Governments of some European countries were threatened by the 
Activities of the Communists, Russia had become a Communist 
country during the First World War. She believed in spreading 
‘Communism in every nook and corner of the world. Thus her 
relations with rest of Europe were not yet settled. 


During the period 1919 to 1939, the sky was overcast with 
clouds of war several times. It Was a period of “uneasy peace”. 
It was because of the fact that new political parties were formed 
‘in certain European Countries and new leaders had come on the 
Scene. In course of time, most of these leaders virtually became 
‘dictators. Mussolini organised the Fascist party in Italy. He made 
who formed the Nazi ‘party in Germany. 


u existence what is known as Berlin-Rome 
Axis, Further, Japan rose to be a great imperialist power in the 


East. She continued her aggressions in China in defiance of the 
League of Nations. The war between China and Japan merged in- 


ing causes and circumstances 


j 1. The Treaty of Versailles held the germs of another 
War. The terms of the Tr 


harsh and humiliating. Sh 


Ope and her colonies and concessions 


to explain her position. She was forced to sign the Treaty at the 
emanded a revision of 
( 68 ) 
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the Treaty, but this was not possible on account of the opposition 
of France. Thus the German people were looking for an opportu- 
nity to violate the terms of the Treaty. 


2. Hitler’s ambition to become master of Europe, Hitler 
aimed at uniting the German speaking people all over Europe, 
repealing the Treaty of Versailles and relieving the Germans of its 
humiliating terms. His patriotic 
programme captured the imagi- 
nation of people and he soon 
became a powerful dictator. He 
strengthened military resources 
of Germany, and stopped pay- 
ing the annual instalments of the 
huge war indemnity. He prepar- 
ed his country for a revengeful 
war against the allied nations. 
Hitler occupied Rhineland, 
Austria and Sudetenland, a part 
of Czechoslovakia. He planned 
to become the master of the 
whole of Europe. But he could 
fulfil this ambition only at the 
cost of War. Adolf Hitler 


3. Militarism in Enrope. By the Treaty of Vezsailles, 
compulsory disarmament had been imposed upon German ` But 
the latter expected that other nations would also disarm the.nselves 
according to the provisions of the covenant of the League of 
Nations. There was, however, no general disarmament. England 
realised that disarmament would lead to national insecurity. France 
contended that her security was based upon military strength and 
superiority, Germany proclaimed her intention of rearming in 
violation of the Treaty of Versailles, Disarmament Conferences 
were held at Washington and Geneya, but nothing came out of 
these Conferences. Germany continued her policy of remilitariza- 
tion and built army of 8,00,000 men against a limit of 100,000 men 
imposed by the Treaty of Versailles, She also built a strong navy. 
Thus militarism was bound to result in an armed conflict. 


4. Growing Power of Italy. After the First World War, 
Italy faced an acute economic and financial hardship. A social 
revolution seemed to threaten the country inasmuch as it might go 
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Commvni*t. But the patriots of Italy wanted to save their country 
from the danger of Communism. Thus there arose a group called 
Fascists whose leader was Mussolini. Fascism opposed Communism 
and believed in the existing social order and imperialistic foreign 
policy. Under Mussolini's dictatorship, Italy became one of the 
most powerful nations of Europe. She launched the invasion of 
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by 1936 captured it Engl | 
r gland and France 
Tecognised the fact. The Italian volunteers went to Spain to help 


h Fascism in thé ceuntry, Italy made an 
d Japan and thus the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo 


growing power was i 
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The two fascist powers, 
vil War in Spain. In 1931, 
emocratic republic was esta- 


Still there was unrest in the Country. There was 
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a bitter struggle between the conservative and liberal parties while 
the former represented rich land-owners, the church and the army; 
the latter consisted of the middle class, the peasants and the 
workers. In 1936, the liberals and radicals. gained control ofthe 
government and carried out a number of reforms to mitigate social 
inequality in the country. But many ofthe illiterate peasants and 
workers did not wait for these reforms to be put into practice. 
‘Soon there were strikes and outbreaks of fighting. The army under 
General Franco took advantage of the situation and revolted 
against the government. Germany and Italy supported Franco’s 
forces with troops and tons of war equipment so as to help him to 
establish a fascist state in Spain. 


The Spanish Civil War was a desperate struggle. Franco’s 
forces occupied a large part of Spain, including Madrid. The Civil 
War ended in March, 1939. It was a complete victory for General 
Franco and the forces of fascism. The Civil War made it clear that 
aggressive dictatorships would combine together to defeat demo- 
cratic governments everywhere. 

6, Failure of the League of Nations. The League of 
Nations, as stated elsewhere, became weak and ineffective after 
1930, Japan was the first country to give a shock to the League. . 
{n 1931, she occupied the Chinese territory of Manchuria and set up 
a puppet state there. When the League tried to take action against 
Japan, she withdrew from it. Still worse was 2 blow to the League 
by Germany. Germany repudiated the terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles, and the League could not do anything to Stop her 
aggressions. Meanwhile, Italy made an unprovoked attack upon 
Abyssinia (Ethiopia), When the League tried to apply economic 
sanctions against Italy, the latter denounced the League and finally 
withdrew from it. Thus Japan, Germany and Italy defied the 
‘League openly and became aggressive nations. 

7. Japanese Imperialiam, At the opening of the twentieth 
century, Japan was considered to be one of the most powerful 
nations of the world. No wonder, England made an alliance with 
Japan in 1902. After the First World War, Japan became an 
imperialist country. She developed her army and navy and con- 
quered Manchuria, a province of China. Later on, she captured a 
large number of Chinese cities including Peking and Nanking. They 
had captured the principal seaports north of Shanghai and Peking. 
They also conquered Hangchow and Hankow. The Chinese armies 
wore pushed back to the interior. Japan entered the Second World 
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War in 1941 when she attacked the American base, Pearl Harbour. 
The Japanese imperialism was bound to resuit in War, and peace 
could not be possible in these circumstances, 


8. Relations between England and France. Soon after 
the Peace Settlement of 1919-20, Eagland and France, the most 
powerful members of the League, began to drift away from each. 
other. Afterthe First World War, France feared that Germany 
might start a war of revenge for her humiliation. So she asked for 
a definite assurance from England for the preservation of peace.. 
But England had no such fear as she was protected by sea and her 
naval power was stronger than Germany., Besides, England did not. 
support France when the latter planned to take action against 
Germany for violating the terms of the Treaty. -Thus thislack of 
Co-operation between England and France encouraged the Axis. 
Powers to continue their aggressions. However, England, France. 
and Russia made an alliance before the War began. 


9. Ideological Differences. The Allied Powers ie., 
England, France and U.S.A. represented an ideology of democracy; 
and the countries like Germany, Italy and Japan favoured the ideo- 
logy of dictatorship. There was a conflit of ideologies between. 
the two groups. Mussolini rightly pointed out: “The struggle 
between the two worlds can permit no compromise. Either we or 
they The democratic states were further designated as the 

Haves” and the Axis Powers as the “Have-nots”. For example, 
Germans could not understand as to why the English and the 
French have colonial empires and they should have nothing. Thus. 
1n 1939, the world was divided into two camps viz., the Axis World 
and the non-Axis World. There was no love lost between the two, 
and the war seemed inevitable. 


m P The Munich Agreement. You have read that Hitler 
a fa ures to become the master of the whole of Europe, In order 
"s is ambition, he made more and more demands. At this. 
me, the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, received a 


areas where large German p 
held under international sup 


there was no Tepresentative from Czechoslovakia at this meeting. 
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The attempt to appease Hitler at Munich was a complete- 
e Czech provinces: 


failure for, he brcke his promise by annexing th! 
of Bohemia and Moravia and making Slovakia, a vessel state under 
German control. 

li. Invasion of Poland by Hitler. In 1939, Hitler turned 
to Poland and Danzing. By the Treaty of Versailles, the Poles were 
allowed to use the port of Danzing. Hitler wanted to annex 
Danzing and the Polish corridor for two reasons : firstly, the popu- 
lation of the city of Danzing was mainly German and secondly, by 
occupying the Polish corridor, he could connect East Prussia with 
Germany. England warned Germany not to violate the integrity of 
Poland. She also announced that if Germany attacked Poland, the 
English would fight. Meanwhile Hitler cleverly concluded a treaty 
of friendship and: neutrality with Russia. Thus, having secured 
Germany’s position on the Eastern front, Hitler invaded Poland on 
September 1, 1939 without any warning. England sent an ulti- 
matum to Germany asking her to withdraw her forces from Poland. 
at once. Germany refused, and therefore, England declared war on- 
her. France and other British dominions joined in the war. Thus: 
began the Second World War. 


Course of the War 

The World War II lasted for six years (1939-1945). This war 
was fought in Europe, Africa and Asia. Every nation of. the world 
was directly or indirectly affected by this war. A brief account of 
the war is given below : 

1. Warin Poland, Finland and other ‘Baltic States”. 
Poland was invaded by the Russians from the East and the Germans- 
from the West. Inspite of the tough resistance by the Poles, they’ 
were defeated and crushed. . Poland was conquered and divided’ 
between Germany and Russia. 

Towards the end of 1929, the war broke out between Russia. 
and Finland. The Russians wanted to possess a stretch of Finnish: 
territory which was necessary ifor the safety of Leningrad. More- 
over, the Russians appeared to have lost faith in German friendship: 
and they feared German attack on Leningrad by making Finland as. 
a base. The Russians, therefore, conquered Finland. They also- 
annexed the Baltic states of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

2. War in Western Europe. In 1940, German troops- 
occupied Denmark and Norway and invaded Holland and Belgium. 
With the occupation of Belgium and Holland, Germany could in- 
vade France easily. It was a critical moment for the British army 
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in Belgium and other parts of Europe. Somehow, it forced its way 
to the coast at Dunkrik. But when Dunkrik was subjected to 
ceaseless attacks by the Germans, the British army evacuated it and 
reached back home in a miserable condition. France could not 
withstand the might of Germany and she surrendered. A large part 
of France was occupied by Germans and she was to bear the cost 
of the army of occupation. 


3. Entry of Italy into the War. After the collapse of 
France, Italy joined the war on Germany’s side. Mussolini deman- 
‘ded from the defeated France the territories of Nice, Savoy and 
Corsica which were once a part of Italy. But he failed.to get 
Support from Germany. Meanwhile, the Italian and British forces 
faced each other in North Africa. Mussolini attacked Greece but 
On account of the stiff resistance, the Italians were defeated. Later 


on, the Germans conquered Greece and Crete and forced the British 
soldiers to escape to Egypt. 


4. Germany's War with England, After the loss of the 
British army at Dunkrik, other nations thought that England would 
‘soon be defeated by Hitler, But Winston Churchill, the British 
Prime Minister declared: “We Shall fight on the seas and oceans, 
‘we shall fight with growing strength in the air, we shall defend our 
island whatever the cost in ESI Lp Ape Arai we shall never 
surrender.” This declaration created a new spirit in the people of 
England. The Englishmen began to make vigorous preparations 
for the War. In the war that followed which is known as the 
"Battle of Britain," the English anti-aircraft guns shot down many 
‘German aeroplanes. Although the Germans resorted to heavy 
bombardment on London and other cities and sank a number of 
English ships, the Englishmen did not lose courage and fortitude. 


As a result, Hitler could not inflict any serious damage on the 
‘British war industries, 


5. Hitler's attack on Russia. Hitler was not sincere in 
his intentions. He attacked Russia in 1941 and thus violated his 
treaty of friendship with her. The Germans planned to secure 
Supplies of food and oil from the Russian territories of Ukraine and 
Caucasus. With these Supplies at their command, they could also 
attack England, At the initial stage of the invasion, the Germans 
won many battles. “But when England sent military -assistance to 
Russia, the latter revived her Power and finally gave a crushing 
defeat to the Germans, Russia not only recovered her lost territo- 
"ries, but also occupied Poland and East Germany. 
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6. Entry of the United States of America into the War, 
So far, the U.S.A. had looked upon the War as a European quarrel 
in which they had no part to play. But there was a growing belief 
that if England was defeated, the U.S.A. would be the next target 
of attack by the Germans. So in 1941, the Americans sent to the 
English a batch of fifty destroyers from their navy. The U.S.A. also 
supplied food and munitions to the countries which were fighting 
against Germany and Italy. In December 1941, Japan made a 
‘sudden attack on the United States navy at Pearl Harbour in the 
Hawaii islands. This made Franklin Roosevelt, the President of the 
U.S.A., to establish a great understanding with England and Russia. 
Now the three countries—U.S.A. England and Russia were fully 
prepared to meet the Axis Powers i.e., Germany, Italy and Japan. 


7. Japanese aggression in South East Asia. The Japanese 
‘won amazing victories in South-east Asia in a short time. They 
occupied Hong Kong. Philippine islands, Malaya, Singapore, Burma, 
a part of New Guinea, French Indo-China and the Dutch East 
Indies (Indonesia), The Japanese appeared on the eastern frontiers 
of India and thus endangered the safety of India and Ceylone How- 
ever, they were forced to evacuate all the territories after the collapse 
of Germany and Italy in Europe and their own surrender to General 
Mac Arthur, the supreme commander of the Allied forces in Asia. 


8. Fighting in Africa and End of Mussolini, There was a 
heavy fighting in North of Africa in the years 1941-43. Abyssinia 
(Ethiopia) which had been conquered by the Italians, was restored 
to the King Haile Selassie. The German and Italian forces massed 
in Libya and planned to attack Egypt which was defended by the 
British army. But the Eighth Army called the “Desert Rats" under 
General Montgomery drove out the Germans and Italians from 
Libya and later on from other parts of North Africa. Meanwhile, 
there occurred a revolt in Italy and Mussolini was arrested. Howe 
ever, he escaped and took refuge with the Germans. He was 
captured again in 1945, and was shot by the Italians. 


9, Defeat of Germany and End of Hitler, During 1943-44 
preparations were made in England for an invasion of Europe undet 
General Eisenhower, The British and the American pilots carried 
out heavy air raids on German towns, railways, canals and com- 
pletely paralysed the industries of Germany. The Anglo-American 
forces droye out the Germans from the French soilin 1944. They 
occupied Holland and Belgium and crossed the Rhine. Meanwhile 
the Russians invaded the Germans from the East. As the Germans 
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could not fight on two fronts, they made an unconditional surrender 
in 1945. Hitler committed suicide. Berlin was occupied and German 
leaders were arrested. 

10. Surrender of the Japanese. After the surrender of 
Germany, England and U.S.A. were free to employ their forces 
against Japan. The Allied powers sent an ultimatum to Japan 
threatening her with utter destruction if she did not surrender. The 
Americans dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiro- 
shima on the 7th August, 1945. Asa result, the city was utterly 
destroyed. It was estimated that the total number of casualties 
exceeded 100,000. As the Japanese did not surrender, another 
atomic bomb was thrown on 9th August on the city of Nagasaki. 
The results were equally disastrous. At last, the Japanese govern- 
ment surrendered unconditionally on 14th August, 1945. Thus 
ended the Second World War. 


—— uA - 
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Atomic Bomb Explosion on the Japanese City of Nagasaki, 
on 9th August, 1945. 
The Damage Caused by the War 
The Second World War was the most dreadful war in history. 
The fascists had turned a large part of Europe into a grave yard. 
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The Germans picked up the Jews from different parts of Europe 
and killed millions of them. Millions of people were sent to concen- 
tration camps. Mass murders were frequently committed. Thus 
nearly twelve million people lost their lives in concentration camps 
or in other tortures and brutalities resorted to by the fascists. 

The destruction caused by the war has no parallel in history. 
The war took a hervy toll of over fifty million people of which more 
than twenty two million were soldiers and twenty eight million 
civilians. Besides this tremendous loss of human lives, the economic 
and material resources of many countries were totally ruined. 

You have read here and there that many new weapons of des- 
truction were used in the First and Second World War. The most 
dreadful of these was the atom bomb used in the Second World 
War against the two cities of Japan. The question arises as to why 
did the government of U.S.A. use the atom bomb? Was it to bring 
the war to an end aad save other people which otherwise would have 
been killed in war or was it to establish the supremacy of U.S.A. 
in the world after the war? In any case, people all over the world 
including scientists condemned the use of atom bomb by U.S A. 


Effects of the War 


After the surrender of the Axis Powers, England, U.S.A., 
France and Russia had to face the problems of post-war peace and 
reconstruction. There was no Peace Congress as after the First 
World War. However, the Yalta (Russia) aud Potsdam (near Berlin) 
conferences of the heads of governments of Britain, USA and Soviet 
Union held in early and mid of ihe year 1945 issued certain declara- 
tions. The key note of such conferences was how to deal with the 
defeated nations and the territories which had been captured from 
them, So the fate of the defeated nations was to be decided by the 
victors who occupied their countries. The following were the im- 
portant effects of the World Wardi : ; 


1, There was no government in Germany which the victors 


would recognise. So Germany. was divided into four zones— 
one was put under Russia ; the second under England, the 
third under the U.S.A. and the fourth under France. Soon 
East Germany came under the control of Russia while 
West Germany was to be controlled by England, France 
and U.S.A. It may be mentioned that in 1949 a separate 
state in Western Germany called the Federal Republic of 
Germany came into existence jointly. The allied prisoners 
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of war in Germany were released. German troops were: 
ta leave the occupied areas; they were disarmed and dis-- 
anded. Many Germans were tried by military courts. 


i leaders of Germany were accused of having made: 
ar. 


Japan was occupied by the Allied Powers" army under the- 
Command of General MacArthur. A new Japanese 
government was set up under the directions of General 
Mac Arthur. The criminals of war were tried and sen- 
tenced. 


Italy was deprived of her colonies in Africa. She agreed 
to respect the sovereignty and independence of Abyssinia 
(Ethiopia). 

Poland got back her independence from Russia, though 
she came under the influence of Russian Communism. 
The U.S.S.R. rose to be a dominant power in Eastern 
Europe, countries such as Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria 
and Czechoslovakia which were freed from German occupa- 
tion, came under her influence. By the end of 1948, the 
governments of these countries were dominated by the 
Communist parties. In Albania and Yugoslavia also, the: 
communist governments were set up. Thus the spread of 
communism in these countries:was an important 1 develop- 
ment after the Second World War. 

The World War II was a total war as it involved every 
citizen of the nations at war fromthe very begining.. 
Besides, the war made an impact on all parts of the world. 


After the war, the nationalist movements gained mo- 
mentum in various countries of Asia and Africe 
Gradually, most of them got independence from th 
Imperial powers, as we shall see in the following pages. 


The World War II caused much hayoc and destruction 
which far exceeded the First World War. While in the 
First World War, trench warfare was an important feature, 
the Second World War was a war of armoured tanks and 
bombers, No wonder, the total casualties were very heavy 
as stated above; family life was completely disrupted as 
husbands were separated from wives and sons from their 


parents, 


9. At the end of the Second World War, the U.S.A. and the 
Soviet Union emerged as tbe super powers of the world. 
The growing power and influence of Russia compelled 
England, France and Nationalist China to seek shelter 
under the U.S.A. Thus the world came to divided into 


two new power blocs— The American bloc and the Russian 
bloc. 


40. The Yalta conference took the decision to set up an orga- 
nisation to replace the League of Nations. À new orga- 
nization namely, the United Nations Organization with 
its headquarters at New York (U.S.A.) was, therefore, set 
upto preserve peace in the world. It was given more 
powers than the League of Nations. Itcould take direct 
action against any state which made war or disturbed the 
peace of the world. The formation of the United Nations 
Organization was thus one of the most significant results 
of Second World War. 


"THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION (1945) 
The name “United Nations" was devised by President F.D. 


The United Nations and Its Headquarters. 
"Roosevelt of the U.S.A., and was first used inthe United Nations 
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declaration of January 1, 1942 which was signed by twenty-six 
mations. The basic principles 
of this Declaration are known 
as the “United Nations Char- 
ter". Later on, the represen- 
tatives of fifty countries met 
at San Francisco from April 
25 to June 26, 1945, drew up 
the charter and signed it on 
June 26, 1945. The Charter 
„was finally ratified by Parlia- 
ments and Governments of 
‘China, France, U.S.S.R., 
Britain, U.S.A. and majority 
cof other signatories on October 
24, 1945. Since then, this day 
js celebrated every year / 
throughout the world as the Franklin Roosevelt. 
“United Nations Day". The headquarters of the U.N.O. is at New 
York. i 
‘Charter of the U.N.—Its Aims 

The U.N. Charter contains the aims and purposes of the orga- 
nization and the rules and regulations fot achieving these aims. The 
«Charter has !9 chapters with Lll articles. All member nations have 
40 sign the Charter. 


This organization was set up with the following aims : 
]. The maintenance of peace and security in the world. 


2. The development of friendly relations among the nations 
of the world. 


3, The establishment of international co-operation in the 
solution of economic, social and cultural problems. 


4. The promotion of respect for human rights and funda- 
mental freedom from hunger, disease, ignorance, fear and 
war. 


Principles 

The U.N. is based on certain principles. All members are, 
considered equal. All of them have to fulfil their agreements as 
set forth in the Charter. If there is any dispute among them, they 
have to settle it peacefully. [They are not to use force. They are 


82 


to assist the U.N. in any action it tekes. The U.N. is not to inter- 
fere in the intérnal affairs of any nation. 


Membership of the U.N. is open to all peace-loving nations. 
which accept the obligations of the U.N. Charter. The 50 members 
who took part in the San Francisco Conference were the original 
Members. Now there are 156 countries which are the members of 
the U.N.O. Each member country can send five delegates to the 
United Nations General Assembly, but this delegation possesses 
only one vote. 


Main Organs of the United Nations 


The U.N. has six main-organs, which are as under : 

1 The General Assembly. The General Assembly is the | 
meeting place of the representatives of all the member-states of the : 
U.N. Each member-state has one vote. It is the legislative body of 
the U.N. It meets every year in a regular session beginning on the 
third Tuesday of September. The session. usually lasts about three 
months. The General Assembly discusses important matters which 
affect the peace of the world. It fixes the budget and decides how 
much each member shall pay. The Assembly has two other very 
important functions. It has to promote international co-operation 
in political, economic, social, cultural, educational and health 
affairs. It has also to see that all human beings: enjoy: certain 
basic rights. Above all, the Assembly looks after and controls the 


working of other organs, committees und specialized agencies of 
the U.N. 


2. The Security Council. The Security Council is an 
extremely important organ of the United Nations. It consists of 
fifteen member-nations. Five are permanent members : England, 
France, U.S.S.R., U'S.A. and China. The others are non-permanent 
members. They are elected by the General Assembly for a two-year 
term, Each member has one vote. -If an important resolution is 
to be passed, All the five permanent members, plus two others, must 
vote "yes", Ifone of the permanent members casts a negative 


vote, it is called a “‘veto”. In the case of a veto a resolution is not 
approved. 


The Security Council is responsible for keeping international 
peace and security. If peaceful solutions are not effective, it may 
even order the use of force. It has another important responsibility. 
It is charged with the regulation of armaments and armed forces. 
The Security Council recommends the appointment of the Secretary 
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General to the General Assembly. It also recommends the ad- 
mission of new members, and the suspension or expulsion of old. 
members. 


3. Economic and Social Gouncil. The Economic and social 
Council consists of 27 members elected for a three-year term by the 
General Assembly. The ECOSOC is an important. limb of the U.N- 
It is called the “Welfare Council" of the U.N. It helps the poor, 
the sick andthe illiterate all over the world. It does so through 
various commissions (expert groups), specialised agencies and non- 
government organization. 


You must have heared about the UNICEF. Millions of child- 
ren throughout the world are being helped by the UNICEF which 
works under the supervision of the ECOSOC. There are many other 
specialised agencies e.g., United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (U.N.E.S.C.O.), International Monetary Fund 
(L-M.F.), World Health Organization (W.H.O.), International Labour 
Organization (1.L.O.), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Universal Postal Union (U.P.U.), International Civil Aviation 
Organization (I.C.A.O.) etc. There are 14 Specialised Agencies in 
all. The Council co-operates with all these agencies and receiver 
reports from them. 


4. The Trusteeship Council. After thé Second World War, 
some under-developed countries were placed under the control of 
the Trusteeship Council. This council supervises the adminis- 
tration of trust territories : Britain for éxample:was.a tustee for the 
people of the Cameroons and Tangasika (África). The Trustee 
has to look after the welfare and the progress of the people of 
the territory and make them capable of self-government. 


. 5. The International Court of Justice. The International 
Court of Justice is the Judicial arm ofthe United Nations, It is. 
composed of fifteen Judges who are elected for a nine-year term by 
the Security Council and the General Assembly. No two Judges 
can come from the same country. 


The court Sits at the Hague. It may choose to Sit elsewhere. 
All questions before the court are decided by the majority of Judges. 
It considers the legal disputes brought before it by nations. The 
dispute may concern aninterpretation of a treaty or may involve a. 
question of International law. The court, also gives advisory 
Opinions at the request of the General Assembly, the Security 
Council and Specialised Agencies eto. 
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€. The Secretariat. The Sccietariat is the staff office of 
the United Nations. It is headed by the Secretary-General. He is 
responsible for the direction of the work of the Secretariat. Hecan 
bring to the attention of the Security Council any matter which, in 
his opinion, may threaten international peace and security. He 
:submits annual budget estimates for the consideration of the General 
Assembly. The Secretariat works all the year round and keeps the 
record of the work of the U.N. The present Secretary-General is 
Javier Perez De Cuellar of Peru. 


Achievements of the U.N.O. 


The U.N.O. has solved many political, security and social 
problems of the world : 


1. Wars between India and Pakistan in 1947, 1965 and 1971 
were brought to an end by the intervention of the U.N.O. 


* In 1947, there. was a war between the Indonesians and 
Dutch. The Dutch wanted to continue their hold on 


Java and Sumatra. However, U.N.O. played a great role 
in the freedom of Indonesia. 


3. In 1948, U.N.O. brought peace between the Arabs and 
the Israelis. Later on, it also stopped war between Israel 
and Egypt in 1967 and 1974. à 

4. After.the Second World War, Korea was divided into two 
parts. A war broke out between North Korea and South 
Korea. The North Korea was supported by Russia 
while the South Korea was helped by America. U.N.O. 
helped to establish peace in Korea with the help of the 
United Nations emergency force, but its efforts to unite 
the two Koreas failed. South Korea is still under the 
control of the U.S.A. 


5. The British and French troops attacked Egypt in 1956. 
The war was stopped by the U.N.O. and both England 
and France withdrew their forces from Egypt. 


6. In 1960, a civil war broke out in Congo. 'Asa result, the 
Security Council decided to send U.N. forces there to 
help restore peace. 


7. The U.N.O. openly criticized, more than once, the policy 
of racial discrimination of South Africa. Asa result, 
the South African government is subject to a lot of 
criticism these days. f 


c-——— 


8. 


10. 


Failures 
uz 
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The U.N.O. has always made sincere efforts for disarma- 
ments. Besides, it has set up International Atomic Energy 
Agency, also known as the ‘Atoms for Peace’, for promot- 
ing peaceful uses of atomic energy. 


Many of the new member states of United Nations owe 
their independence to resolutions passed by the General 
Assembly from time to time. 

The U.N.O. has done remarkable work in the economic, 
social and cultural fields for the development of the back- 
ward countries For example, the I.L.O. has all along. 
been making great efforts for the welfare of the labourers 
all over the world. Similarly, the W.H.O. is doing a 
commendable work for the protection of the health of 
millions of people. 


of the U.N.O. 


The U.N. has only a limited success in bringing abgut 
disarmament. 


. The United Nation's exorts to eradicate war has only 


been partly successful. One cannot ignore the fact that 
uneasy peace prevails in many parts of the world today. 


3. The veto power has been misused a number of times. 
4. The U.N. is nota true representative of nations. While 


China has been admitted to the U.N., the two Koreas are 
still being treated as untouchables. 


. There is too much of ‘power politics’ and consequently 


cases brought before it are not always decided on merit. 
U.N.O. does not have its own army. Moreover, the 
Security Council cannot take any action against any of the 
Big Five Powers if one of them is guilty of aggression. It 
is because of the fact that any action against a permanent 
member of the Security Council will immediately be 
vetoed by the defaulting nation. 


. The U.N.O. has not achieved much success on the cru- 


cial issues of racial discrimination and imperialism. 
The problems of Kashmirand Arab-Isracl have not been 
completely settled by the U.N.O. so far. 


To conclude, the success or failure of U.N. depends upon the 
attitude and behaviour of the member nations, particularly the 
super-powers i.e. America and Russia. The U.N. may not be an 
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üdealorganization. What we need is, not to end it, but to mend 
itand strengthen it. The alternative to the U.N. is utter chaos. 
-As one writer beautifully puts it, “It is simply unthinkable not to 
‘have the United Nations. If we did not have it, we would have to 
dnvent it.” 


‘The Cold War 


You have already read that at the end of the Second World 
War, the U.S.A. and the Soviet Union emerged as super powers of 
the world. In spite of heavy losses ofthe Soviet Union in the 
Second World War, her power and prestige had increased. This was 
due to the role she played in defeating Germany as also in se 
freedom to many countries in Europe from German occupation. No 
, ‘Wonder, after the war, such countries became closely associated with 
the Soviet Union and its philosophy of Communism. The isolation 
of Russia was now a thing of past. The influence of Communism 
also spread in Asia and Africa later on. 


lt is a curious situation that during the Second World War, 
Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union fought unitedly 
against the fascist countries. But after the war, the relations bet- 
Ween Britain and the United States on the one hand and the Soviet 
Union on the other, began to deteriorate. It was a phenomenon of 
Cold War whicff became more and more tense as time passed on. 
The reason for the Cold War was the American - and British fear of 
‘Communism, The United States openly declared that her policy 
was to prevent the spread of communism. President Truman made 
it clear in 1947 that. the United States must support free peoples 
and check the expansionist Russians. So the United States planned 
‘economic help to the European countries which had suffered in War. 
But the U.S.S.R. would not allow the communist countries under 
her influence to take part in the. programme of economic aid, 
launched by the United States. It was the beginning of the real 
“Cold War’ 1.e.,'a Kind of frigidness in the relations between Russia 
and the United States: Later, the United States looked upon with 
‘Suspicion those countries which tried to promote relations with the 
Soviet Union, It led to further tension in the World, and there 
began a series of military alliances. 

In 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
formed with twelve members, for defence against the Soviet Union. 
The treaty provided "that an armed attack on any one or more 
members would be considered an attack on all members. Further 
in 1954, the South-East ‘Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) was set 
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wp with a similar aim. The United States also established its military 
‘bases all over the world to contain the danger of communist aggres- 
sion. These alliances and military bases were considered as dangers 
ito peace and to their independence especially by the countries of 
Asia and Africa. 


As against the above alliances, the Soviet Union and the 
socialist countries of Europe formed the Warsaw Pact. Under this 
pact, the Soviet Union could station troops in Poland, Czechoslovakia 
Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria. The Soviet Union also entered 
‘into treaties of friendship and mutual assistance with many countries 
‘of the world, 


One of the dangerous developments of such military alliances 
‘was the accumulation of nuclear weapons, far more destructive than 
.atom bombs, by super powers. This race for armaments has further 
intensified the pace of Cold War. It has created the danger to the 
\-very survival of human race. Numerous disarmament talks between 
ithe super powers have taken place since 1969, but nothing has come 
:out of these negotiations, The fact remains that tension in the world 
ds growing day by day. 


RISE OF ASIA AND AFRICA 


Elsewhere it has been mentioned that the Europeans had 
'established their colonies in most parts of Asia and Africa. They 
"looked upon these colonies as their persona! property and exploited 
the people for their own benefit. As a result, the people of these 
colonies were reduced to a state of extreme poverty. This led to a 
Not of unrest and discontentment.- So the intelligentsia of Asia and 
Africa keenly desired social, economic and political freedom from 
ithe Europeans. Under enlightened leaders, most of {the colonies in 
Asia and Africa have attained freedom after the Second World War. 
"Thus, there were many factors which led to the end of the colonial 
tulerjin Asia and most parts of Africa. 


Wactors for the decline of Imperialism 

1. The struggle of the colonies against the imperial powers 
was a long and hard one. Thecolonial powers left the 
colonies when they found that it was no longer possible 
for them to rule e.g., India. 

2, During the Second World War, the economies of several 
imperialist countries had shattered. They, therefore, 
could not keep the colonies under their control e.g., 


Germany. 
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3. As freedom and democracy were the main arms of the: 
Allies, the colonial people were aroused to struggle against. 
fascist occupation. For instance, Japan had to face the: 
resistance of freedom movements in many countries of 
South-East Asia which she had occupied. So was the case: 
with Italy which captured Ethiopia. 


4. The Soviet Union and other socialist countries were: 
against imperialism. So these countries gave help to the 
freedom movements in the colonies. The socialist move- 
ments also contributed to the independence of the: 
colonies 


5. In course of time, ihe cause of the independence of the: 
colonies began to gain popularity .at the United Nations- 
Organization. So the international opinion was against 
the continuation of imperialism in any part of the: 
world. 


S 


The independent countries of Asia and Africa supported) 
the freedom movements: in other colonies. These coun- 
tries also raised their voice against colonial rule at alk 
international forums. 


7. The peoples of Asia and Africa resolved to become fully 
independent of imperial powers and launch programmes 
of social and economic development. 


Thus newly independent nations have formeda new world 
which is called the ‘Third World’ these ,days. The “Third World” 
represents the underdeveloped or developing nations of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, We shall consider below the rise and growth. 
of Nationalism in Asia and Africa. 


Nationalism in Asia 


Asia experienced great changes after World War II. These* 
changes took place mainly due to Asia’s contact with Western. 
culture. Many Asians went to the Western countries for education. 
and came back home with the ideas of {liberty and freedom. They 
Jaunched the movements for freedom in their countries and eventu- 
ally succeeded in breaking up the colonial empires. 

1. India, Ceylon and Malaysia. India on the eve of. 


World War II faceda mass of problems. The most compelling. 
desire of its leaders was for independence from the British- 


resolution and the Quit India 
Movement was started in the 
country by Mahatma Gandhi. 
The movement let to widespread 
I arrests and repressions by the 
| British. At last, the sacrifices 
of Indians bore fruit, and India 
became free on August 15, 1947. 
Since the Muslim League wanted 
a separate state for the Muslims, 
the country was, therefore, parti- 


national consciousness. 
British re-occupied Burma 
would be a sovereign repu 


free from foreign domination. 
became an independent CO 
Thailand became independent o 


tioned into two independent states 
—the Indian Union and Pakistan. 
In the same year, the island of 
Ceylon also became an independent state. Ten years later, by 1957 
the Malay states (Malaya and Singapore) became free and the federa- 
tion of Malaya was established. Each of these new republics became 
members of the Commonwealth of Nations. 


2, Burma and Thailand. 
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In August 1942, the Congress passed its famous ‘Quit India” 


Mahatma Gandhi 


During the Second World War, 
Burma was occupied by the Japanese. This roused the Burmese 
After the defeat of the Japanese, the 
in 1945. It was decided that Burma 
blic in which the rights of the people 


would be safeguarded. But the Burmese wanted to be completely 

At last, on January 4, 1948, Burma 
untry. After the defeat of Japan, 
f the Japanese Control. 


UPUGCUTEOUUSNS yap Se ea 


3, Indonesia. From sixteenth century onwards, Indonesia 
had been under the control of the Dutch. With the occupation of 


Indonesia by the Japanese during the 
Second World War, the Dutch domina- 
tion came to an end, The Japanese 
gave to the people the slogan of ‘Asia 
for Asians’ and thus stirred their nationa- 
list feelings. After the war, the Dutch 
tried to reoccupy the count. But the 
Indonesians under the leadership of 
Dr. Seokarno began an organised move- 
ment, It was only after much bloodshed 
that the Dutch recognised the “Federal 
Republic of the United States of 


Dr, Seokarno 
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Indonesia” in 1949. Dr. Seokarno became the first President of the 
Indonesian Republic. 


4. The People’s Republic of China, After the Second 
World War, there were two political powers in China—the Nationa- 
lists under Chiang Kaishek and the Communists under Mao 
‘Tse-tung. - By 1949, the Communists got control over the mainland 
of China, and finally in September 1949, the People’s Republic of 
China was established with Peking as the capital of the new govern- 
ment. Mao Tse-tung became the President of the country. The 
Nationalists under Chiang Kaishek withdrew to the island of 
Taiwan or Formosa. The U.S. being against the Communist 
government of China, supported Chiang Kaishek and insisted that 
the Nationalist government of Taiwan was the rightful government 
of China. For a long time, the U.S., even blocked the People's 
Republic of China's membership to the United Nations 
Organisation. 

The Chinese Communist Party wanted to bring under its 
control all the provinces of China including Tibet. But Tibet had 
always regarded itself independent of China since the fall of the 
Manchu dynasty in 1911. In fifties of the present century, the 
Chinese communists invaded Tibet. As a result, the religious 
head of the Tibetans or Dalai Lama was forced to flee to India. 

As India gave refuge to Dalai Lama and a large number of 
Tibetans, the Chinese government committed aggression against 
India in 1962. This unexpected attack put an end to centuries old 
friendship between India and China. It also gave a jolt to the 
unity of Asian and: African nations. In course of time, China's 
relations with the Soviet Union also began to deteriorate and conti- 
nue to be so till today. 


In 1965, the People's Republic of China had assumed an 
important place in world politics. Later, she improved her rela- 
tions with the United States. She was admitted to the United 
"Nations, and, is now one ofthe five permanent members of the 
Security Council. Ultimately, she has grown to be one of the most 
"powerful nations of Asia, nay, of the world. 

5. Indo-China. The new nations of Laos, Cambodia, 
‘North Vietnam and South Vietnam were collectively called Indo- 
China. Before the Second World War, the people of these lands 
‘were under the rule of the French. Like the Dutch, the French were 
‘also unwilling to-give up the control over their Asian possessions. 
Jn Vietnam, a movement was organised against the French 
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under the leadership of a Marxist, Ho-Chi- 
Minh. After fighting for nearly ten years, the 
French army was defeated at Dien Bien Phu 
in 1954. Soon after, an ~ International 
Conference was held at Geneva. It was agreed 
to partition Vietnam into North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam and to hold elections in whole 

of Vietnam in 1956. 

The elections as decided by the Geneva 
Conference were never held. Fearing occupation 
of the entire country by the communists, the Ho-Chi-Minh 
Premier in the South declared South Vietnam a republic in 1955. 
The new nation was immediately recognised by the United States, 
Great Britain and France. 

Meanwhile, communist guerilla fighters called Vietcong began 
a war of terrorism in South Vietnam. This was followed by the 
military intervention of the United States in Vietnam. After nearly 
a decade of fighting and several billion dollars of American aid to 
South Vietnam the war still dragged on. In January 1965, President 
Johnson made it clear that his administration's policy was to pre- 
serve South Vietnam from the aggression of communists. The 
American troops resorted to bombing on North Vietnam. Asa 
result, there was a great loss of human lives. The Americans also 
suffered heavy casualties. Red China and Soviet Union openly 
supported North Vietnam. 

The United States was severely criticised by many govern 
ments for continuation of war in Vietnam. Even the Americans 
opposed the war and refused to be recruited in the army. At last 
in 1975, the American troops began to withdraw from South 
Vietnam. In the same year Vietnam became a United and indepen- 
dent country. This was indeed a wise step on the part of the U.S. 
administration, because the Vietnam war supported by socialist 
countries and Afro-Asian peoples could lead to World War III. 

While the war was going on in Vietnam, the French colonies 
of Laos and Cambodia tried to improve their situation. In the 
beginning, the constitutional monarchies were set up, but by 1955, 
both the colonies became totally free of French influence and 
control. 

6. Philippines. The U.S. was the first Western power to 
grant independence to Philippines which was their colony in Asia. 
On July 4, 1946, the Philippine islands became officially indepen- 
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dent and thus the Republic of the Philippines was set up. How- 
ever, in 1947, the Republic gave the U.S. a 99-year lease of military 
and naval bases. 


7. Korea. At the end of the war, Korea was freed from 
the Japanese control, and divided into two zones—North Korea 
and South Korea. The 38th parallel is the dividing Jine between 
the two zones. While North Korea set up a communist regime 
supported by the Soviet Union, South Korea set up a republic with 
the help of the Americans. In 1949, both the Soviet Union and 
the American armies were withdrawn from Korea. 

Soon after, the South Koreans faced a lot of economic pro- 
blems. Taking advantage of this situation, the North Korean army 
made a sudden attack on South Korea in 1950. The United States 
reacted sharply to it. The Security Council recommended that the 
United Nations army be provided to help defend South Korea. On 
the other hand, the Chinese forces helped the North Koreans. The 
situation was really serious. 

The Korean war continued for three years. It cost hundreds 
of thousands of innocent lives. At last, in 1953, peace was con- 
cluded. Korea remained divided as before, but a permanent UN 
peace force is stationed in Korea. India played a very important 
role in bringing the Korean War to an end. 


8. West Asia. As in other parts of Asia, so in West Asia, 
there was an upsurge of freedom after the Second World War- 
Syria and Lebanon became independent of French Rule in 1946. 
The period also witnessed the growth of Arab nationalism. The 
Arab league was formed of all the Arab countries. 


In 1947, Palestine, once under the British mandate after the 
First World War, was divided into an Arab state and a Jewist state 
of Israel. Butthe creation of Israel has become a source of great 
tension in West Asia. Numerous wars have been fought between 
the Arab states and Israel. The Arabs are anxious to remove the 
Jews from Palestine, but they lack unity and proper organization. 
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is, however, being 
supported by Asian countries. 
Nationalism in Africa 


Before the Second World War, the Africans had sufficiently 
become conscious of their rights. The spread of Christianity in 
most of the African countries also contributed to African nationa- 
lism. As the war came to an end, the Africans began to cherish 
the ideas of freedom and democracy. They were also encouraged 
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‘by India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon which had achieved inde- 
pendence from the Europeans. Today, almost the whole of Africa 
is independent. Only South Africa is under foreign domination. 
The African revolution took place with much less bloodshed. For 
s both the African statesmen and the European officials deserve 
credit. 


1. Egypt. By the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty (1936), the British 
got the right to occupy certain bases in Egypt €.g., the Suez Canal. 
After the Second World War, the Egyptians demanded the with- 
drawal of British troops from Egypt. At the same time, there were 
quarrels and clashes between Egypt and England over the joint 
control of Sudan, In 1953, there occurred an internal revolution in 
Egypt and the Egyptian army leaders turaed out the pleasure- 
loving King Farouq. : Egypt was proclaimed a republic and Colonel 
Neguib became the Prime Minister of the new republic. But after 
a few months, Colonei Neguib was forced to resign in favour of 
*Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser. 


Colonel Nasser began a programme of political and economic 
development of the country. He received military and economic 
help from the Soviet Union. In 1956, he announced the nationali- 
zation of the Suez Canal which had been under the control of 
Britain and France. Consequently, Britain, France and Israel 
invaded Egypt. The Soviet Union warned the aggressors to with- 
draw from Egypt. Almost every country criticised the action of 
Britain, France and Israel in the United Nations. At last, the 
aggressors withdrew their forces. Thus Colonel Nasser made Egypt 
the leader of the Arab and African states. 


2. Sudam. Sudan was ruled jointly by England and Egypt. 
‘Since Egypt was herself a British Protectorate, so the ultimate 
power over Sudan always rested with the British. Nationalism in 
'Sudan developed during the War, and soon the nationalists pined 
for freedom of their country. When Egypt was proclaimed & 
republic in 1953, the new Egyptian goverüment urged the British to 
withdraw from Sudan. Egypt probably thought that the Sudanese 
‘might support union with Egypt. But soon it become clear that the 
“Sudanese nationalists wanted independence separately for the Sudan. 
_At last, on the Ist January, 1956, Sudan became independent. 

3, Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria (North Africa), About 
the time when Sudan became independent, the spirit of independence 
was very high in Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria. Morocco and 
Tunisia were under the French domination. France resisted to 
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grant independence to these colonies as long as itcould. In 1956 
it had to agree to their independence. Another Muslim state of 
Algeria had been under the French control since the nineteenth 
century. At first, the Algerians fought in a constitutional way. But 
when the peaceful methods failed, they turned somewhat violent 
and killed a number of Frenchmen. The French government was 
ultimately compelled to grant independence to Algeria in 1962. 
Algeria won independence at the cost of 1,40,000 Algerian lives. 
But she paved the way for end of colonialism in many other regions 
on the African continent. 

' 4. Gold Coast (Ghana) and Nigeria (West Africa). The 
British. colonies of Gold Coast and 
Nigeria had become very progres- 
sive and advanced because of their 
rich natural resources. After the 
Second World War, Dr. Kwame 
Nkrumah of Gold Coast (Ghana) 
and Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria 
rose to be the prominent leaders 
who demanded self-government for 
their countries. After the Gold 
Coast election of 1951, the British 
allowed Dr. Nkrumah to become 
the head of the government, but 
they retained certain powers. At 
last in 1957, the Gold Coast became 
Ghana and won its independence 
under the leadership of Dr. Dr. Nkrumah 
Nkrumah. Nigeria got independence, three years later, in 1960. 
At present, the country is under the Military rule. 


5. Other African Countries. Apart from the above, several 
other African countries namely, Ethiopia, Libya, Liberia, Senegal, 
Sierre Leone, Kenya, Somalia, Congo (former Belgium Congo, now 
called Zaire), Guinea, Cameroons, Togoland, Uganda, Zambia, 
Tanganyika and Zanzibar (Tanzania), Malawi, Angola, Mozambique 
and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) etc. gained their independence after the 
end of World War II. However, South Africa is still under the 


control of the Whites. Similarly, Namibia (South-West Africa) is 
still not independent. 


These African {countries had organized their liberation forces 
and also secured the help of many other countries in their struggle 
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cs freedom. Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) got independence in 1980. 
€ policy of Apartheid (racial segregation and white supremacy)! 
followed particulary by the South African government is causing a 
great resentment among the non-whites all over the world. The: 
United Nations General Assembly has condemned this policy in 
Strong terms. The day is not far off when there will be a violent 
phase of Revolution in South Africa and South-West Africa 
(Namibia). 


Afro-Asian Unity and Non-alignment 


The damage caused io the Afro-Asian peoples during the 
Colonial rule was irreparable. Yet the countries of Asia and Africa 
emerged as independent nations after a long and bitter struggle’ 
against the imperialist powers. After the Second World War, these 
independent nations were indeed faced with common problems of 
reconstruction, This led to the Afro-Asian Conference at Bandung 

. 1n Indonesia in 1955. In this conference, India, China and Indonesia 
Played a significant role to forge unity of Asia and Africa. 


Another great development in the world after the indepen-- 


dence of Asian and African countries was the birth of Non-aligned. 
Movement. As conceived by Jawaharlal Nehru, the movement 
aimed at ending the Cold War situation and securing opportu-- 
nities for newly independent nations, It may thus be called the 
Official forum of the people of the ‘Third World’ who refuse to: 
associate with the warring philosophies of power blocs and fight 
against colonialism and imperialism in politics and economy. The 
first Non-aligned Summit was held at Belgrade (Yugoslavia) and the 
Subsequent ones at Cairo, Lusaka, Algiers, Colombo and Havana. 
It is not possible to give details of all these summits here. 


he fact that the seventh Summit of the 

was held in New Delhi from 7 to- 
hairperson. Prime Minister, Indira 
Gandhi, Ninety nine of the 101 member nations participated in 
the summit deliberations, The keynote of Indira Gandhi's. 
address was on global economic development for mutual benefit 
and preservation of mankind from nuclear war. She ridiculed the 
rich nations for their apathy towards the poor countries. The 
54-page document issued by the Seventh Summit of NAM has 
become a historic document for all times to come. 


You are aware of t 
Non-aligned movement (NAM) 
12 March, 1983 under the new € 
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il 


12. 


Points to Remember 


The terms of the Treaty of Versailies imposed on 
Germany were so harsh, severe and humiliating that these 
held the germs of another War. 

Hitler’s ambition to become master of Europe, militarism 
in Europe, growing power of Italy, The Spanish Civil 
War, Japanese Imperialism, failure of the League of 
Nations, lack of understanding between England and 
France and ideological differences between the Allied 
Powers and the Axis Powers were other causes of the war. 
The invansion of Poland by Hitler on September 1, 1939, 
became the immediate cause of war. 

In 1939, the world was divided into two camps viz., the 
Allied Powers (England, France and U.S.A.) and the 
Axis Powers (Germany, Italy and Japan). 

Germany gained quick victories in Denmark, Norway, 
Holland, Belgium and France. 

The English suffered heavy losses at Dunkrik and later 
on, the Germans resorted to heavy bombardment on 
London and other cities, but the Englishmen did not lose 
courage. 

Hitler invaded Russian territories in 1941 but was not 
successful. Russia occupied Poland and East Germany. 
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbour, the U.S. base, brought 
the U.S.A. into the war om the side of England and 
Russia. 


The U.S.A.’s entry into the war turned the tide of events. 
The Axis Powers that is, Germany, Italy and Japan were 
defeated and the war came to an end in 1945. 


After the war Germany was divided into East Germany 
and West Germany. Japan was occupied by the Allied 
Powers. Italy had to lose her colonies'in Africa. 


As a result: of the Second World War, the U.S.S.R. rosé 
to be'a dominant power in Eastern Europe. 


The World War If caused more havoc and destruction 
than the First World War. It resulted in the establish- 
ment of the United Nations Ofganisation on October 24, 
1945. Besides, the nationalist movements gained momen- 
tum in various countries of Asia and Africa. 


43. 
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15. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


2U. 


21. 


(22. 
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The U.N. charter aimed at establishing peace and secu- 
rity in the world and promoting respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedom. 

The membership to the U.N. is open to all peace loving 
nations which accept the obligations of the U.N. charter. 
There are at present 156 countries of the world which are 
the members of the U.N.O. 

The United Nations has six main organs—the General 
‘Assembly, The Security Council, the Economic and Social 
Council, The Trusteeship Council, The International 
Court of Justice and the Secretariat. Besides, there are 
14 specialised agencies of the U.N.O. 

The U.N.O. has solved many political, security and social 
problems of the world but uneasy peace still prevails in 
many parts of the world today. The race for armaments 
between the Super Powers has intensified the pace of 
Céld War and created the danger to the very survival of 


human race. 
There were many fac 
colonial rule in Asia an 
The Third World is formed of the newly independent 
nations of Asia and Africa. 
The European nations became weak after the Second 
World War. Besides, Asians and Africans, imbued with 
Western learning and education, launched mov sments for 
freedom in their countries. Both these factors helped in 
breaking up the cclonial empires in Asia and Africa. 
India became independent on August 15, 1947 under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Burma became indepen- 
dent on January 4, 1948 The Federal Republic of the 
United States of Indonesia and the People's Republic of 
China were set up in 1949. 

Laos, Cambodia, North Vietnam, South Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Ceylon and Philippines etc., are other new 
nations of Asia. 

After the Second World War, the Africans began to 
cherish the ideas of freedom and democracy. 

The European masters were forced to leave Africa and 
today_almost all the African countries are free except 


South Africa and Namibia. 


tors which led to the end of the 
d in most parts of Africa. 
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24, The policy of Apartheid followed particularly by the 


South African government is causing a great resentment 
all over the world. 


25. The independent nations of Asia and Africa were faced! 
with common problems of reconstruction. This led to 
the Afro-Asian Unity. Another great development was 
the emergence of NAM. 

Revision Questions 
Essay Type Questions 


1, How far is it true to say that the Treaty of Versailles sowed the seed! 
of the Second World War ? 


2, What were the main causes of the Second World War ? 

(All India Sec. School Examination, 1980) 
Briefly describe the course of World War II. 
What were the effects of the Second World War ? 
Describe briefly the structure and functions of the United Nations. 
What are the achievements and failures of the U.N.O. 1 
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4 Compare and contrast the League of Nations with the United! 
Nations. 


8. 


What is meant by the Cold War ? What were the factors which gave 
rise to it ? 


9. What were the 


factors which contributed to the decline of imperia- 
lism in the world ? 


10. Give an account of the freedom movements in the countries of 
Asia with special reference to India, Malaya, Indonesia and Indo-China. 
11. 


Give a brief account of Nationalism in Africa after the Second. 
World War. 


12. What was the impact of World War II on Imperialism in Asia and’ 
Africa ? 


(All India Sec. School Examination, 1980): 
13. How did Egypt, Sudan, Ghana and Nigeria become indevendent ? 
Short Answer Questions 


14. Why did Hitler invade Poland in 1939 ? 
x 15, What were Hitler's victories in the beginniug of the Second World: 
ar ? 


16. Why did the U.S.A, enter into the war ? 


17. "Describe the Japanese aggressions in S.E, Asia. 
18. Name the ‘Axis Powers’. 


How were they defeated by the ‘Allied’ 
Powers’ ? 
19. Mention the names of the Permanent members of the Security 
Council. 
20. 


State the functions of the General Assembly. 


21. What do you understand by the term * 'hird World’. 
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22. List three factors which led to the rise and growth of nationalism 
in Asia and Africa. 

23. Name any five fre: nations of Asia and ten nations of Africa. 

24. Describe the Vietnam war in Indo-China. 

25. What is meant by non-alignment ? Give an accouut of the Seventh 
Summit of the NAM. 


Practical Work 

1. On an outline map of the world show the countries which took- 
part in the World War II. 

2. ViSit the United Nations Information Service, 21 Kasturba Gandhi 
Marg, New Delhi-1 and find out the following : 

(i) U.N. Flag. 

(ii) Budget of U.N.O. 

(iii) * Headquarters of the specialised agencies: I.L.O., U.N.E.S.C.O „ 
LM.F., F.A.O., and W.H.O: 

3. On an outline map of the world show the countries in Asia and 
Africa which gained independence from the British after the Second World 
War. 

4. Inthe outline map of Asia, show four countries which were occupied: 
by the Japanese during the Second World War. 

(AIl India Sec. School Examination, 1980) 

5. Collect details of seven summits of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) held so far. 


Unit IV 


Indian Awakening and 
Struggle for Freedom 


You have read that the British conquest had disrupted the growth 
of Indian Society through the methods and policies followed by 
them. -Indian Nationalism took birth in the 19th century due to the 
‘conditions created by the British rule. With the growth of nationa- 
lism, Indian demands assumed the nationalist character. 


The greatest uprising took place in 1857, to put an end to the 
British rule in India. But it failed for various reasons. Indians soon 


realised the need to have an All-India Organization to secure the 
political advancement. 


Under All-India National Congress, the Indians started a 
struggle for independence. In the beginning, the Indians demanded 
a share in the political power but in a short period our struggle 
assumed tke character of struggle for complete freedom. The 
character of the national movement also changed with the passage 


oftime. Itstarted with the constitutional agitation by a section 
of educated Indians. 


c Bot gradually, the struggle turned into a 
revolutionary struggle. It was peaceful but not constitutional. It 
bad the support of the 


majority of the [ndians irrespective of caste, 
creed, religion and status. 


In the following pages of this unit you will read about the 
causes, course and consequences of the Revolt of 1857. Further 
you will see the Indians laid the foundation of All India 
Congress. ' As you go through the pages of this unit, you will learn 
tbout the various phases of our struggle for freedom and 


i will see 
vhat sufferings and sacrifices we had to make for the freedom 
hat we enjoy today. 


National 
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Social and Political Awakenin 
in India 


You know that India is an old country. The Indian culture, 
we enjoy today, is the product of long years. During these long 
years many races came to India and brought their traditions and 
cultures. In course of time, these new elements lost their identity 
and got mingled with the Indians. However, Muslims were the 
only exception ; they maintained their individuality. The relations 
between the Hindus and the Muslims were bitter in the beginning, 
But in course of time the relations improved. Both ihe cultures 
modified themselves and learnt the sense of toleration from each 
other. 

After the 16th century A.D., the Europeans started coming to 
India. These people had the sense of racial supericrity. Their 
education and culture made its impact on the minds of the Indians. 
This brought about a new awakening in India. Once again Indian 
reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, 
Swami Dayanand, Sir Sayyad Ahmed Khan came forward to infuse 
new and fresh blood to Indian culture. As a result of this 
reformation movement, the people changed their outlook. Soon the 
people realised that they were not only denied basic human rights 
but in their own home they were treated like serfs. Soon the 
disgruntled and frustrated section of the Indians united and rose 
to achieve freedom from the British rule, 

The chapters of this unit will tell you the influence cf the 
British on the Indian people. As you. read, you will see that the 
reformers awakened the country and demanded modern education 
which brought about a change in the outlook of the people. You 
will also see that the sense of nationalism made the people to 
struggle for freedom. This struggle continued for many years. 
You will also see that during the course of Indian struggle for 
freedom the people had to suffer a lot. The British used force 
to suppress the nationalist movement. But each measure of 
suppression gave strength to the movement and ultimately the 


people got their freedom. 
Social and Cultural Awakening in India : 
The Indian Renaissance 
Western education. and culture entered the land of India only 
With the establishment of British empire in India. It made its 
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‘impact on the minds of the Indians, Educated Indians were highly 
impressed in particular by modern science, the doctrine of reason 
and humanism. Its major effect was the birth of a movement 
which completely changed the outlook of the Indians. Soon they 
bagan to criticize the weaknesses of Indian society and found out 
the ways and means of improving it. The western education and 
culture, thus, gave birth to a new awakening in India. Besides, 
the new social groups like capitalists and intellectuals demanded 
modernisation since their interests demanded it. First half of 
19th century, therefore, saw a number of social and religious 
reforms in India. This reformation movement is often called the 
Indian Renaissance. In the following pages you will read about 


the well-known social and religious reformers. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy 


Ram Mohan Roy is the central figure in the national 
awakening movement of the first half of the 19th century. He was 
a great patriot, humanist and social and religious reformer. He 
adopted rational and scientific approach and the principle of 
human dignity'and social equality. He took the lead in social and 
religious reform. That is why, he is called ‘the father of modern 
India’. 


Ram Mohan Roy was shocked to see the Indian society 

dominated by caste and convention. 
He felt that the Hinduism, the 
popular religion, was full of 
superstitions and corrupt priests 
exploited the masses, He had 
great love, respect, and admiration 
for Hinduism and was anxious to 
conserve all that was good in that 
religion. But at the same time, 
he believed that western culture 
alone would help regenerate Indian 


society. He, therefore, suggested 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy his countrymen to accept the 


tational and scientific approach and the principle of human dignity 
and social equality of all men and women. He also suggested 
introduction of modern capitalism and industry in the country. 


Ram. Mohan Roy, the greatest reformist, was born in 1772 
in a well-tosdo family of Bengal. He was a great scholar. He 
knew over a dozen languages including Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, 
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Greek, Latin, Hebrew, English and French. He studied Sanskrit 
literature and Hindu philosophy. He placed before his country- 
men genuine translation of parts of Hindu scriptures which not 
only inculcated the enlightened worship of one God, but also placed 
‘before them the purest principle of morality. In 1809, he wrote 
in Persian his famous work ‘Gift to Monotheists’. The book 
presents weighty arguments against belief in many gods and for 
the worship of a single God. He also published the Bengali 
traslation of the Vedas and five of the principal Upanishads to 
prove his point. Moreover, he published a series of pamphlets in 
‘defence of monotheism. 


In 1814, Ram Mohan Roy started Atmiva Sabha, Now he 
‘started a continuous struggle against the religious end social evils. 
He openly opposed worship of idols, rigidity of caste and existing 
religious rituals. He condemned the priestly class because they 
‘encouraged and inculcated the useless religious rituals. 


In 1818, he started a vigorous campaign against Sati System. 
He attacked this question from many sides. In the beginning he 
tried to rouse public opinion on the question, On one side he 
‘quoted the authority of the oldest sacred books to support his 
view-point and on the other hand he appealed io the reason and 
humanity and compassion of the people. With his able support, 
Lord William Bentinck abolished the practice (Sati) by Law in 
1829. He also worked hard for the women’s right, He attacked 
polygamy and the degraded state to which widows were often 
reduced. 


‘Ram Mohan Roy worked for the freedom of press and speech 
cand for education in English language so that the Indians might 
‘acquire, as early as possible, modern scientific knowledge. 


‘Brahmo Samaj 


In 1829, he Jaid the foundation of a new religious society, 
‘the Brahmo Sabha, later known as the Brahmo Samaj. Its main 
purpose was to purify the Hinduism and to preach monotheism 
It preached universal brotherhood, unity of God, and condemned 
polytheism, idol worship, ritualism and priestly class. The new 
‘society was based on reason and the Vedas and the Upanishads. 
‘The teachings of Samaj were, therefore, based mainly on Hindu 
scriptures, though it included good points of other religions. The 
Samaj advocated inter-caste marriages and widow re-marriage. 


Ram Mohan Roy strongly felt that Indians were in no way 
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inferior to any other civilized community. Self-confidence which 
he infused in the Indians promoted the cause of Indian nationalism. 


Spread of Reform Movements 


Soon movements similar to Brahmo Samaj started in other 
parts of the country. Important activities of the various organi- 
zations were in the field of widow  re-marriage, abolition of 


polygamy, women education and condemnation of caste system 
and idolatory. 


Tatvahodhini Sabha 


In 1839, Debendra Nath Tagore, father of Rabindra Nath. 
Tagore, founded the Tatvabodhini Sabha. Its main purpose was. 
to revitalise Brahmo Samaj and to propagate its ideas. It had 
followers like Ishwar Chander Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar 
Dutt. The Sabha through its organ, the Tatvabodhini Patrika in 
Bengali promoted a systematic study of India’s past and a rational 
outlook among the intellectuals of Bengal. It supported the move- 
ment for widow remarriage, abolition of polygamy, women educa- 
tion and improvement of the condition of the peasants. 


Pandit Ishwar Chander Vidyasagar 


Like Ram Mohan Roy, Vidyasagar was a great scholar and. 
reformer. He dedicated his entire life to the cause of special 
reform like widow remarriage and abolition of child marriage. 


Ishwar Chander Vidyasagar was born in 1820 in a poor. 
family. He was too poor to educate himself. He, therefore, had 
to struggle hard to educate himself. With immense courage and 
hard labour, he rose to the position of principalship of a Sanskrit 
college. He himself was a Sanskrit scholar but he kept his mind’ 
open to the best in western thought and culture, 

Vidyasagar made a rich 
modern India. He opened the 
non-Brahmans because he felt th 


contribution to the making of 
gates of the Sanskrit college to 


; at Sanskrit was not the monopoly 
of the Brahmans. Further, he introduced the study of western: 


thought in the college. But his greatest contribution is the work. 
for the uplift of India’s downtrodden women. He started a struggle’ 
in favour of widow re-marriage. It was due to his agitation that. 
an act was passed which legalised the widow re-marriage. Another 
noteworthy contribution is his protest against child marriage. _He 


was also against polygamy. He was keenly interested in the 
education of women. 
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Vidyasagar's agitation for widow re-marriage was further 
taken up by Jotiba Phule in Maharashtra. Vishnu Sastri Pandit 
laid the foundation of widow re-marriage Association in 1850's. 
Prarthna Samaj - 

In 1867, Prarthana Samaj was founded in Bombay 
(Maharashtra). Its activities were similar to those of Brahmo 
Samaj. Justice Ranade and followers of Sant Ram Dev and Rani 
Das were the active members of the Samaj. 

Mahadev Govind Ranade 

Justice Ranade, one of the founders of the Indian National 
Congress, had great-passion for social reform. Asa judge he took 
active part in the activities of Sarvajanik Sabha. Ranade was the 
soul of Indian Social Conference which was formed in 1887. 
Ranade worked as the General Secretary of the conference for 
14 years. The conference worked as a secular organization and 
compaigned for various reforms with a view to modernize the 
Indian society. Some of the important demands of the conference 
were the abolition of caste, inter caste-marriages, raising of 
marriageable age, discouragement of polygamy, widow remarriage,’ 
women’s education, improvement in the condition of outcastes. 
and settlement of religious disputes between the Hindus and the 
Muslims through the appointment of Panchyats. From this it can 
be concluded that under the leadership of Ranade, reform work 
was made broad-based. 

Swami Daya Nand (1824-1883) 

Swami Daya Nand was one of the outstanding personalities 
of modern India. He was a 
dynamic social and religious 
reformer. He wished to reorga- 
nise the Hindu society and 
religion according to basic ideas 
and principles of the Vedas. He 
was a great scholar of Sanskrit, 
a great metaphysician and 
fearless crusader against evil. 
He believed that the Vedas, 
being the eternal utterances of 
God, are of universal significance 
and contain all religious truths, 
and all scientific ideas. The 
Vedas speak of only one God, 
who alone must be worshipped. Swami Daya Nand 
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He condemned idol worship. He advised no one should feel 
satisfied with his good alone but should attempt to do good to the 
"world by improving the physical, spiritual and social conditions of 
the people. He also started the shuddhi movement to convert non- 
Hindus to Hinduism with a view to realise the ideal of unifying 
India nationally, socially and religiously.” 


In the year 1824 A.D. in a village in the state of Morvi in 
Kathiawar was born in a Shaivite family Daya Nand, who in later 
life was destined to lead a great religious movement. Ais father 
Amba Shanker held the position of a Janedar or Revenue Collector 
and did some banking business. He was as devout a worshipper of 
Shiva as he was of Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth. Daya Nand's 
original name was Mool Shanker. His education was started 
at the age of five. He was taught the Devanagri alphabets and was 
made to learn by rote selected Shlokas and Mantras from sacred 
writings. When Mool Shanker attained the age of 14, he knew by 
heart the whole of the Yajurveda, some parts of other three Vedas 
and some works on Sanskrit Grammar. 


The incident of a mouse’s liberty with Shiva’s idol, the 
death of his sister and uncle aroused many questions in his mind. 
He could not get any satisfactory answer for them. 


Mool Shanker left his home when he was about twenty years 
ofage. This incident occurred, when his marriage was to take 
Place. On leaving his home, he reached a town Sayal by name 
and met a Bhagat there. He initiated him into the order of 
Brahmcharis and gave him the name of Sbudha Chaitanya or 
the pure-minded. After this he spent some time in Ahmedabad 
and Baroda and then went to the bank of Narbada. Here 
he read several works an Vedanta under a Sannyasi Parmahansa 
Parmanand One day he called on the Dandi Swami who had 
halted in a forest nearby. The Swami gave him the staff of his 
order and gave him the name Swami Daya Nand Saraswati. For 


full 15 years from 1845 to 1860 the young Daya Nand wandered 
almost all over India. 


Tt was in Bombay that the idea of establishing a permanent 
‘organization, to carry out the work of social regeneration on Vedic 


lines among the Hindus, found a practical shape on April 10, 1875, 


"when Arya Samaj was duly established and the following principles 
accepted : 


I. The essablishment of Ar 


ya Samaj is essential in the interest 
of the society. 


107 


2. The Arya Samaj shall regard the Vedas as absolutely 
authoritative. 


3. There shall be a principal Arya Samaj in each province. 

The Arya Samaj shall possess Vedic works in Sanskrit and 
-Aryabhasha (Hindi). The members of the Samaj shall be truthful, 
straight-forward, pure and philanthropic. The people in Arya 
‘Samaj should sing the hymns of the Sama Vedain praise of God 
and gones bearing on true Dharma, righteous conduct and right 
teaching to the accompaniment of musical instruments. In the 
interest of education of both males and females, separate schools 
‘shall be established. 

y On 29th Sept. 1883 he breathed his last. His ideas are con- 
tained in his book “The Satyaratha Prakash”. The Arya Samaj is 
still a living force although much of its old importance has dis- 
appeared. Ithas among its followers Lala Lajpat Rai and Swami 
‘Shardhanand. The Samaj has done excellent work in the field of 
:education. It runs a number of schools and colleges in the country, 
Swami Vivekananda 

Vivekananda’s short life was devoted not to political agitation, 
but to helping India regain her lost faith in 
herself and insisting that she should put her 
own house in order. With a lion’s roar, he 
called upon India to shake off lethargy, 
weakness and petty jealousies, which were 
the stigma of slavery and rise to her full 
stature of greatness. 

As a student in Calcutta, he first 
joined the  Brahmo  Samaj. But his 

Swami Vivekananda dynamic personality required something more 
vital than the Samaj doctrines of charity, morality, piety, tolerance, 
a rational religion and economic reforms. He wanted all these and 
‘much more. He, finally, found his inspiration at the feet of Shri 
Rama Krishna Parmahansa, a Brahman priest of the Kali temple of 
‘Calcutta. After Rama Krishna's death in 1866, Vivekananda bound 
the little band of brother disciples together as an order of Sanyasis. 
From this beginning grew the Rama Krishna Math and Mission 
with branches all over India as well as in many foreign countries, 

For years he walked the length and breadth of the country as 
‘a homeless wanderer and came to understand the condition of the 
‘people as few have done. “I consider that the great national sin,” 
he wrote, ‘js the neglect of the masses, and that is one of the causes 
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of our downfall.” The solution of India’s misery and degradation’ 


according to him was not to bring down the higher, but to raise the 
lower. 


He said, “Let me go to the villages with microscopes and 
globes and magic lanterns and give the people the benefit of modern 
education. Give them a life-making, Icharacter-making education so: 
that they could work out their own salvation." He further said, 
“What India needed was practical Vedanta, combined with the 
democratic body of Islam and the heart of Buddha—I do not 
believe in a God or religion that cannot wipe the widows tears. 
or bring a piece of bread to the orphan’s mouth.” 

Condemning those who talked of religion to the half naked 
and starving masses he said that “the poor asks us for food but we 
give them stones, It is an insult to a starving people to offer him: 
religion, it is an insult to a starving man to offer him metaphysics.” 
He declared, “Him I call Mahatama whose heart bleeds for the 
poor, otherwise he is a Duratma. So long as millions live in hunger 
and ignorance I hold every man traitor who, while educated at 
their expense, pays not the least heed to them." ; 

He said, “Be prepared to learn from all nations, as well as to 
share with them India’s wonderful spiritual heritage. Open schools 
and orphanages and hospitals all over the country.” He called upon 


his countrymen to develop muscles of iron, nerves of steel and 
minds like the thunderbolt. 


Such was the invigorating Message of Vivekananda and he 
could truly say on his return 
from a long visit to Europe and 
America where he had gone in 
1893 to speak on behalf of 
Vedanta at the Parliament of 
religions in Chicago, “Bold has 
been my message to the. west ; 
Bolder to those at home." 
He died in 1902, 


Theosophical Society 


This Society was founded 
by an American Madam 
Blavatsky in 1866, Its success in 
India was due to Annie Besant. 

ncient culture of India, Annie: 


Mrs. Annie Besant 
The Society wanted to revive the a 
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Besant later contributed tawards the national cause by starting 
Home-Rule Movement. Lokmanya Tilak joined the Home Rule 
movement a little later and came with the slogan 'Swaraj is my 
birth right’. 


The Deccan Education Society was founded in 1884 to 
bring necessary educational reforms. Fergusson College, Poona was 
founded as a result of the efforts of the Society. Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale patronised this society. 


MUSLIM REFORM MOVEMENTS 


The reform movements among the Muslims started in the 2nd 
ihalf of the 19th century. It was because the middle class among the 
Muslims appeared quite late and was also weak. More over the 
Muslims suffered the most at the hands of the British government. 
The government thought that the Muslims were responsible for the 
Revolt of 1857 and as such the British followed a deliberate anti- 
muslim policy. The Muslims, therefore, lived in the old ways, un- 
mindful of changes that were taking place in the country. 


In the 2nd half of the 19th century a need for the moderniza- 
‘tion was felt by the Muslims and soona number of movements 
appeared. The main concern of these movements was : with impart- 
ing modern English education to the Muslims, campaigning against 
Polygamy, the purdah system, and reinterpreting the religion in the 
light of modern ideas. 


The beginning was made by Nawab Abdul Latif who founded 
the Mohammedan Literary Society in Calcutta in 1863. It advoca- 
‘ted for the learning of English language and modern science. The 
‘society started a number of schools and colleges in different parts 
-of Bengal. It, however, took Jong to have the real reform movement 
among the Muslims. 


Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan 


Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan may be called the pioneer of the re- 
‘form movement among the Muslims. He was keen to remove the 
enmity between the Muslims and the British. government to inter- 
pret Islam and bring it in conformity with modern science and 
Philosophy and to impress upon the Muslims the importance and 
usefulness of western education. 
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Initially, Sir Sayyed Ahmed Kham 
devoted himself mainly to theologi- 
cal question, re-interpreting Islam 
and stressing the humanitarianism of 
Islam. In 1862, he founded the Scien-: 
tific Society. It translated and publi- 
shed scientific works in Urdu with a 
view to familiarize the people with 
modern science. His greatest achieve- 
ment was the foundation of Moham- 
madan Anglo Oriental College at 

F Aligarh in 1875. This college later 
Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan on developed into famous Aligarh 
Muslim University (1920). As Aligarh was the nerve centre of his 


activities, the movement started by him is known as the Aligarh. 
Movement. 


m E 
X bitter T 


Asa social reformer Sir Sayyed attacked the purdha system 
and advocated for the education of woman. Through his magazine;. 
Tahzeb-ul-Akhlaq (Reform of morals) he propagated his views. 
Through his efforts many Anjumans (Societies) were started by the 
Muslims for the uplift of the Muslims. ' 

Sir Sayyed Ahined Khan was very conservative 
views. He was opposed to agitational methods. He, 
the Muslims not to join the Congress. In fact, 
the Muslims of India worthy and usefal subje 


crown. He was not anti-Hindu. Once he said, “Remember that 
Hindus and Muslims 


1 usli are religious terms. Otherwise Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians who live in this country are by virtue of this. 
fact one Qaum.” 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmed 


He was another noted 
the Ahmediya Movement. The 


in his political 
therefore, asked 
he waited to make 
cts of the British 


had fought against 1 


When Sir Sayyed asked 
€ Ulemas of this school 
Deoband school contri- 
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In western and southern parts of India, Badruddin Tyabji 
(1844-1906) was the key figure to 
bring about social reform among 
the Muslims. Tyabji kept himself 
associated with many such orga- 
nizations which were working for 
the social reform. Through these’ 
organizations he worked fór the: 
emancipation of women, combated 
the system of Purdah, polygamy 
and child marriage. He also played- 
an important part in the awaken- 
ing of nationalism. He was inti- 
mately connected with the 
Congress. 


Badruddin Tyabji 

Impact of the Reform Movements 

19th century witnessed a number of reforms. Caste system and: 
caste isolation declined. Women’s status was somewhat elevated" 
through some legal measures. Practice of Sati and infanticide had 
been made illegal, widows were permitted to re-marry by a law 
passed in 1856. In 1860 a law raised the marriageable age of girls. 

Though the reform movements differed from each other yet 
they helped the people to awaken to the need for change. 

Since most of the social evils were associated with the religion, 
social reform movements also become religious movements. 


The reform movements weakened tbe caste system and helped 
in developing a sense of oneness in the people. This spirit played an 
important part in developing the nationalism. 


Points to Remember 


1, Western education made an impact on the minds;of edu- 
cated Indians. They were highly impressed by modern 
science, doctrine of reason and humanism. ! 

2. Educated Indians started looking for weaknesses “of 
Indian society and for ways and means to improve the 
same. It brought about-an awakening in the society. 
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10. 


11. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


. Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a great patriot. humanist and 


social and religious reformer. 


. Raja Ram Mohan Roy criticized prevailing caste system, 


superstitions and corrupt priests. 


. With a view to regenerate Indian society he advised the 


people to conserve all that was good in the Hindu religion 
and to apply the rational and scientific approach and 
principle of human dignity. 


. Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a great scholar and knew 


many languages. 


. He suggested the people to worship one single God. He 


supported this view with weighty arguments and quoted 
pieces from the sacred writings. 


. He founded Atmiya Sabha in 1814. It openly opposed 


worship of idols, rigidity of caste and religious rituals. 


. He waged a war against Sati system and it was with his 


help Lord William Bentinck could pass an Act in 1829 by 
which Sati system was abolished. 
He also worked hard to improve the condition of women 


and in particular, the widow-re-marriage. He also worked 
for the freedom of Press and speech. 


In 1829, he founded Brahmo Samaj The Samaj preached 
monotheism, universal brotherhood and condemned poly- 
tbeism, idol worship and ritualism. 


For purposes like Brahmo Samaj, Tatvabodhini and 
Prarthana Samaj were also founded. 


Vidyasagar was a great scholar of Sanskrit and reformer. 


- He opened the gates of Sanskrit college for non- 


Brahmans. He also introduced th 


€ study of western 
thought and culture. : 


Vidyasagar and Justice Ranade worked hard for widow 
Ie-marriage and for the abolition of child marriage. He 
was also against polygamy but was interested in education 
of women, 

Swami Daya Nand was a dynamic social and religious 
reformer. He wanted to reorganise Hindu Society on the 
basis and principles of the Vedas. 

He considered Vedas as a source of u 


PET niversal significance 
and all scientific ideas, E 


18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 


2 


23. 


24. 


25: 


26. 


21. 


28. 


29 


30. 


31. 


Essay Type Questions 
1, Describe the social and religious condition of 

the early part of the 19th century. 
2, Why is Ram Mohan 


iExplain. 
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He condemned idol worship. He started Shuddhi move- 
ment with a view to unifying India. 

The incidents like mouse's liberty with Shiva’s idol, death 
of his sister and uncle aroused a number of questions in 
his mind but he could get no satisfactory answer. Leaving 
his home at the age of 20 he wandered in search of truth. 
He studied Vedanta under Sanyasi Parmahansa Parmanand. 
Daya Nand founded permanent organization known as 
Arya Samaj at Bombay in 1875. 

Jis ideas are contained in his book 'the Satyaratha 
Prakash, 

The Samaj has established a number of schools and 
colleges in the country. 

Vivekananda devoted his life in belping India regain 
her lost faith in herself. 

He advised the people to shake off lethargy, weakness and 
jealousies. 

After the death of Rama Krishna ‘Parmahansa he 
founded Rama Krishna Mission. The mission provides 
facilities of education, and care for the orphans and sick. 

Reform movement among the Muslims started with the 
establishment of Mohammedan Literary Society by 
Nawab Abdul Latif. 

Sir Sayyed Ahraed Khan told the Muslims the usefulness 
of western education. He laid the foundation of Moham- 
medan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh which developed 
into a university in 1920. 

Sir Sayyed Ahmed condemned Purdha system and 
advocated for women's education. He propagated his 
jdeas through bis magazine “Vabzeb-ul-Akhlag " 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmed and Badruddin Tyabji were other 
important Muslim reformers. 

Deoband schoo! helped in developing nationalism among 
the Muslims. 


Revision Questions 


the people of India in 


Roy regarded a pioneer of modern India ? 
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3. Write critical notes on the works of : - 
(i) Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
(ii) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 
(iii) Swami Daya Nand. 
(iv) Swami Vivekananda. 
(v) Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan. 


4. In what ways did Swami Daya Nand regenerate Indian soc ety in the: 
19th century ? 


5. How did social and cultural awakening in India in the 19th century 
help in the growth of nationalism ? 

6. What were the main socio-religious reform movements in India 
during the 16th century ? (Delhi Sec. Schocl Examination, 1980): 


7, Discuss the chief features of the Socio-religious reform movements 
in India in the nineteenth century. (All India Sec. School Examination, 1980) 
Short Answer Questions 


8. List the evils that existed in Indian Society in the first half of the 
19th century. 


9, List the things in the western education that impressed the educated 
Indians. 


10. Give three important teachings of Brahmo Samaj. 

ll. List the social evils against which Vidyasagar waged war. 

12, List three evils that Daya Nand condemned. 

13. In what way was Daya Nand different from Ram Mohan Roy ? 
14. ‘Who started Home Rule movement in India ? 

15. Name two things advocated by Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan. 


16, What activities are carried on by the Rama Krishna Mission ? 
Practical Work 


17. 


List out the social evils that you find in the present Indian Society.. 
18. 


Suggest ways and means to give strength to the Indian Society. 
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Growth of Education in Indiz 


You have read that the East India Company came to India as 
atrader. The company took advantage of our weaknesses and 
became the ruler. Since the main motive of the company was to: 
earn huge profits, she did not take the responsibility of education. 
The government of East India Company, therefore, followed a 
policy of indifference in the matter of education during the early 
years of the 19th century. As a result traditional system of edu- 
cation in the form of Pathshalas and Madarsas in the temples and 
mosques continued. These institutions taught three R’s besides. 
religious education. This education, however, did not suit the new 
situation. 

Christian missionaries and the individual officers of the 
Company were the first to open schools and to start printing presses. 
Though their primary aim wasthe spread of Christianity yet their 
work proved a pioneering work in the spread of modern education. 


Beginning of Modern Education 


You have read that almost all the reformers had realized the 
need of modern education to meet the challenge of the modern. 
times and for the modernization of Indian society. Enlightened 
and enthusiastic Indians put pressure on the government to open 
educational institutions. Through the efforts of the ,adividuals 
government officials and other Europeans some advance was made 
in this direction. In 1817, Hindu College was started at Calcutta. 
Great reformist Raja Ram Mohan Roy played an important role in 
founding this college. Many liberal Europeans like David Hare had 
close links with this college, 

Hindu college played an important part ín creating intellectual 
climate in Calcutta. Soon it became the centre of radical move- 
ment, known as the Young Bengal Movement. Louis Vivian Dorezio 
was the leading personality of the movement. He was a Portuguese: 
Indian youth. He joined the Hindu College in 1826. He influenced 
the whole generation of the youths and taught them to think ina 
rational and scientific way. He also aroused a love for independent 
thinking, liberty and patriotism. Besides, modern education made: 


(115) 
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Indian stud-nts familiar with the revolutionary ideas of the French 
philosophers and the democratic thoughts of other countries of 
Europe. Many Indians also took the lead in establishing schools 
and colleges for imparting modern education. 
Educational Policy of the British Government 
After consolidating the British Rule in [ndia, they found that 
the work of administration had increased and it was not possible 
for them to get people from England for all the jobs. They required 
people to fill up minor jobs in commercial works and industries. 
Professional men like lawyers, doctors and teachers were also 
needed. To meet all these growing needs the British had to give 
up the policy of indifference towards education. Moreover this 
‘change in attitude was also due to the zeal of many British adminis- 
trative officers in spreading European culture, which to their mind 
was superior to all others. The demand for modern education was 
also strengthened by many Indians like Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 


In 1813 A.D. the British government decided to spend not 
less than one lakh (1,00,000) rupees on education. Macaulay 
advocated that this sum may be spent on the teaching of western 
learning with English as the medium of education. Some orientalists 
opposed this idea and advocated that the sum may be spent on the 
teaching of Sanskrit, Persianand Arabic learning. Some others 
‘wanted the teaching of modern and scientific knowledge through 
the medium of local languages. The government ultimately 
accepted the view of Macaulay and clearly stated that in future all 
funds, allocated for education, be used in teaching the native people 
a knowledge of English literature and science through the medium 
of English. Soon after the government started giving government 


service to English knowing people. This clear}: 
iti 9 meant that the 
British government did not take the y meant tha 


Y responsibility of spreading 
education among the common masse i i 
therefore, neglected. DEUM ae 
For the spread of education next s i 
. tep was taken in 1854, It 
TM inthe form of Wood's Despatch. Under this Despatch local 
nee along with English were made the media of instruction at 
E e school stage and English at the college stage, According to this 
espatch, the aim of education was the spread of western culture 
and to prepare the Indians for administrative responsibilities. 
Spread of education received the real 
momentum t the 
end of the 19th century A.D. The Indians cae 


; ae layed an im; t role 
in establishing the educational institutions, sige PR 


— 
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Influence of Education 

Though education remained confined to a small minority of 
people, yet it had important effects on Indian society. These effects. 
were; 


= 


. Education brought the Indian people into close contact 
with rational and scientific ideas and with science and 
technology. 


2. Education propagated the ideas of liberty, democracy and 
social quality. 

3. Though education was started to train people for minor 
administrative jobs, yet it facilitated the growth of knows 
ledge and the spread of the ideas of democracy, nationa- 
lism and socialism. 

4. Since education was open forall, it helped in levelling 
sectarian and caste disparities. 

5. Educational system introduced by the British was not 
designed to promote thinking in the interest ofthe 
Indians. It, however, created a group of people who felt 
themselves to be different and a separate class, Thus, it 
created a gulf between the English-knowing persons and 
the common people. 

6. Education helped in the rediscovery of the past. 

Rediscovery of the Past 
As the modern education developed interest in the correct 
understanding of India's past, attempts were made to rediscover the 


past of India with a view to enhance understanding of the present. 
Much efforts were made in this direction. 


First significant attempt in the rediscovery was made by 
William Jones. He came to India in 1783 A.D. He founded the 
Asiatic Society in 1789 with a view to inquire into the history and 
antiquities, arts, sciences and literature. The society collected old 
manuscripts in various languages. The collected material was 
published in the journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Many 
Sanskrit works like Bhagyad Gita, the Upanishads, the Vedas and 
Dharamsastras were translated. William Jones himself translated 
Shakuntla of Kalidas with much labour. European scholars 
deciphered ancient inscriptions and the areas for the study of 
Indian history and civilization. The society took steps to preserve 
monuments, paintings and sculptures. Sanskrit was studied on 
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scientific lines. Scholars of European countries, specially Germany 
and France took up the study of ancient art, history and philosophy 
of India, 


To justify to rule India, the British felt that the knowledge of 
Indian history, society, religions and culture was necessary. The 


government, therefore, gave encouragement to the study of Indian 
institutions. 


Knowledge about India's past gavea sense of pride to the 
people of India which in course of time developed in them the 
feeling of nationalism. 


"Modern Indian Art and Literature 


During the period of British rule Indian languages were sub- 
ordinate to the study of English. However, these languages were 
enriched in the 19th century. Writers tried new forms and modes 
inliterature. Novels and dramas of this period reflected the current 
problems. Historical novels and dramas were written with an eye 
‘on the present. Social and realistic literature took up the place of 
mythology. A change also appeared in poetry. Secular and 
national themes took the place of devotion. 


Traditions of Ajanta and the Mughal and Pahari painting were 
revived and developed. Later on new trends also appeared in the 
field of art which were influenced by western style. 


Points to Remember 


In the beginning the government of East India Company 
showed indifference towards education, 


With a view to spreading education, Christian Missionaries 
and individual officers started schools. 


. Under pressure of reformers, who had realised the need 
for modern education, Hindu College was started at 
Calcutta in 1817 A.D. 

4. Under Louis Vivian Dorezio, 


7 an able teacher of Hindu 
College, intellectual climate was 


created. 

. Modern education familiarized tfie Indian students and 
scholars with the revolutionary ideas of French philoso- 

phers and the democratic thoughts of the countries of 

Europe. 

Through the efforts of the Indians many schools and 

colleges were started to impart modegn education. 
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7. After consolidating the British rule, the British govern- 
ment started institutions to have people for minor jobs. 

8. In 1813 the British government decided to spend not less 
than Rs. One lakh on education. 

‘9, According to Macaulay's view, the government decided to 
use all funds in teaching to the native people a knowledge 
of English literature and science through the medium of 
English. 

10. British government neglected the primary education. 

11. In 1854 Wood's Despatch was the next step in the field of 
education. 

12. According to this Despatch, lotallanguages with English 
were made the media of instruction. 

13. Education brought the Indian people into close contact 
with rational and scientific ideas and propagated the ideas 
of liberty, democracy and social equality. 

14. Education helped in levelling sectarian and caste 
disparities. 

15. Foundation of Asiatic Society in 1789 helped in the 
rediscovery of India’s past. 

16. Rediscovery of India’s past developed a sense of pride 
among the people and developed in them a sense of 
nationalism. 

17, Historical novels and dramas were written with an eye on 
present. These dealt with current problems. 


Revision Questions 
"Essay Type Questions 
1. Describe the growth of modern education in India. 
2. Whatis meant by re-discovery of India’s past ? What was the impact 


‘of re-discovery of India’s past ? 


3. Describe in your words the influence of modern education in India. 


“Short Answer Questions 
4. What agencies helpe 


„during early 19th century 2 
5. What led to the controversy on the issue of education 1 


6. What was the main contribution of Wood's Despatch ? 
7. List three influences of the modern education. 
8. 


List main works of the Asiatic Society. 
findinthe field of literature which was pro- 


d in the spread of modern education in India 


9. What changes do you 
„duced during the period of British mle ? 


Practical Work 


1. Find out from your teacher the provisions of Wood's Despatch. 


8 | 
The Revolt of 1857 
First War of Independence of India 


The British came to India as traders. But in a short period 
ofovera century, through diplomacy of Clive, Warren Hastings, 
and Wellesley, the British East India Company acquired political 
power in India. The people of India did not, however, approve of 
the political slavery even after India fell into the hands of the 
British, Hardly a year passed without rebellion in one or other 
corner of the country. But the mighty revolt, which shook the very 
foundation of the British rule in India, occurred in 1857. The revolt. 
was, in fact, the result of people's complaint against the company 
administration and a demonstration of discontent and dislike against. 
the company rule. 


Historians have differed from one another on naming the 1857 
uprising. British authors have called it only a Sepoy Mutiny. 
Other historians have called it a conspiracy to overthrow the 
British rule. There is a third view that it was a popular uprising. 
against the oppressive rule of the company, The fourth and the 
most recent interpretation is that it was the first unsuccessful 
attempt for gaining independence. Whatever view we may accept 
but itis a fact that it was the greatest revolt and had deep rooted 
Causes. Some of the important causes are : 


1. Political. The policy of “subordinate isolation" had 
resulted in. the withdrawal of supremacy from Indian rulers. The 
Doctrine of Lapse instituted by Lord Dalhousie had helped the 
British to take over quite a large number of states, This policy of 
‘annexation was directly responsible for making Nana Sahib, Rani 


Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi and the Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah their 
staunch enemy, 


The British refused to grant Nana Sahib, adopted son of Baji 
Rao II, the pension they were paying to Baji Rao II. The British 
insistence on annexation of Jhansi incensed Rani Luxmi Bai who 
wanted her adopted son to Succeed her deceased husband. The 
last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah, was the most important. 
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political personality of that time. He was, no doubt a nominal 
Emperor because his influence was limited to four walls of the Red 
Fort. He had also become enemy when he heard that he would: 
have to abondon the Red Fort and later mughals would lose the: 
title of King. Annexation of Avadh by Lord Dalhousie, on the: 
pretext that Nawab had failed to improve his administration inspite: 
of warning made him also staunch enemy. 

2. Economic causes. Economic exploitation of the country’ 
and total destruction of economic structure by the British was the 
main reason of people’s discontent and sufferings. 


Farmers. Under Jand and rent policies of the British, 
farmers lost their lands to the money-lenders or the zamindars and 
they found themselves hopelessly involved in debt. 

Zamindars. On annexation of Avadh the British confiscated 
the estates of majority of the zamindars or talugdars. Elsewhere 
the British had auctioned the lands ef those zamindars who failed 
to deposit their rents in time. Thus these dispossessed zamindars 
became the staunch enemy of the British rule. 

Artisans. Indian artisans could not stand the competition 
of the British goods. They, therefore, left their work and found 
themselves jobless. 

Indian rulers were great patrons of art and literature. Dis- 
appearance of Indian rulers caused withdrawal of patronage andi 
support. Consequently, all those who were connected with art and 
literature found themselves deprived of any visible means of 
livelihood. 

Gradua] disappearance of Indian states deprived those Indians, 
who were employed in them on high administrative and judicial. 
posts, of any visible livelihood. That is why, these jobless Indians. 
were also unhappy with the British rule and were ready to rise. 
against it. 

3, Administrative Causes. British people could not become 
a part and parcel of the Indian society because they practised racial 
discrimination. Educated Indians belonging to middle and upper 
classes, particularly in the north, were hard hit by their exclusion 
from the well paid higher posts in the administration. 

The British introduced legal system based on the concept of 
equality before law. But in practice the system of judiciary was so 
complex that the poor always suffered. The moneyed class enjoyed 
and suppressed the voice of the poor people. 
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4. Socialand Religious Causes. The missionaries Were 
Ibusy imparting lessons in Christianity in schools, colleges, civil 
offices and military cantonments. Naturally, it offended the feelings 
.of the people in general and they formed groups to oppose such 
ypreachings. 


Some of the humanitarian measures like abolition of the Sati 
“system, legistation of widow's re-marriage undertaken by the British 
with the consent of a handful Indian also aroused the conservative 
religious sentiments of many people. 


Religious sentiments were also hurt by the introduction of the 
-railways because the high caste did not like that low caste should 
sit with them in the railway compartments. Similarly the introduc- 
tion of common messes in the military cantonments infuriated the 
high castes because they thought that their good habits and social 
«customs were being abolished at the point of sword. 


5. The Military Causes. The British army consisted of two 
types of soldiers—Britishers and the Indians. The British forces 
enjoyed special pay, higher rates of allowance and many other 
amenities which were denied to the Indian soldiers 


The Indian soldiers had a number of grievances and from 
time to time they had presented them before the officers. But 
nothing was done to satisfy them. The Indian soldiers wanted equal 
terms and conditions for similar jobs. They wanted the same rate 
of allowance as was sanctioned for the British soldiers. 


6. Immediate Cause. The most obnoxious thing appeared 
to be the biting of the cartridges smeared with some fat. It was 
thought that fat was that of cow and the pig. The Muslims and the 
Hindus refused to bite the cartridge as it was against their religion. 
"This was resisted to by the British officers. 


Revolt of 1857— Events 


It is believed that on 20th March Revolt of 1857 started from 
Barrackpur in Bengal where Mangal Pandey refused to use the 
greased cartridges on the ground that these cartridges contained coW- 
fat. Why did Mangal Pandey spark the action? There isa story- 
The story goes that a man of low caste wanted to drink at the hands 
of Mangal Pandey, who refused to handover his own utensil to him- 
"The low caste sarcastically remarked that he bit the cartridge smeared 
into fat of cow and the pig, but he was not ready to offer his utensil 
to a fellow Indian. Mangal Pandey was touched so much with this 
that he came back and reported the matter to his fellow soldiers: 


123 


It is said when he was forced to use the cartridge smeared with cow- 
fat, he shot dead an English officer. A little later Mangal Pandey 
was hanged to death and two Regiments placed at Barrackpur were 
completely disbanded. But the spark of rebellion spread through 
out the cantonments of the northern part of India. 

The main difficulty started from Meerut when on 9th May 
about 85 soldiers refused to use the greased cartridges. These 
soldiers were court-martialled and sentenced to ten years’ rigorous 
imprisonment. Consequently, their companions on 10th May 1857 
broke into open revolt. - 


Meerut Revolt. 

They shot down the officers and attacked: the jail and set the 
prisoners free. This was the beginning ofthe end ofthe military 
and civil administration in Meerut. 

The mutineers had not much to do in Meerut and marched to 
Delhi. When they reached Delhi, the 
‘sepoys of Delhi also joined and they 
soon occupied Delhi. The old Mughal 
emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar was put 
onthethrone. He was asked to take 
up the leadership in his hands. Bahadur 
Shah Zafar did not have the courage to 
take the leadersbip in his hands, but 
the circumstances compelled him to 
accept the leadership of the movement. 
For sometime, the capital appeared to 
be in complete control of the mutineers. 


The mutiny of 185 1, started from Bahadur Shah Zafar 
Bengal, had spread to Meerut and Delhi, and from there a wave 
passed. all over U.P., enveloping Aligarh, Nowshehra, Etah, 
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Mathura, Roorkee Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Moradabad, Kanpur,. 
Allahabad, Faizabad, besides of course the city of Lucknow, where 
the rebels had taken full control. 

Gen. Auson had himself gathered a considerable number of 
loyal soldiers in Ambala and advanced towards Delhi to suppress 
the Mughal Emperor and his supporters. Meerut had passed to: 
the control of the British after only a few days and the British force 
from there was also marching towards Delhi. Sir John Lawrence 
of Punjab had kept the province normal and from there too a force 
was advancing towards Delhi. This upset the old Mughal Emperor 
to such an extent that he fled from the Red Fort and took refuge in. 
the tomb of Humayun, from where he was arrested and later tried. 
and found guilty of rebellion and banished to Rangoon for life. 


Once Delhi was taken, the work of quelling the insurgents at. 
other places became easier be- 


cause there was no linking 
force for the mutineers. 

At Kanpur, Nana Sahib 
declared himself Peshwa and 
with the help of the Maratha 
Brahmin, Tantia Tope, had 
taken control] of the whole 
area between  Bithur and 
Kanpur. With the assistance 
ofloyal soldiers, the British 
force succeeded in capturing 
the city. Nana Sahib fled to 
Nepal and perhaps died there, 

At Lucknow, the insurgents 


raised the standard of revolt on 30th May, 1857, and made the life 


Nana Sahib. 


"T Lakshmibai, Rani of Jhansi. 
of the British difficult in the city. They were obliged to seek refuse 
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in the Residency under the lead of Sir Henry Lawrence. The rebels 
had to accepi their defeat because they were attacked by Campbell 
with the help of Jung Bahadur of Nepal! and his loyal Gorkha 
soldiers. 

Jhansi was another scene of heroic actions under the leader- 
ship of Rani Laxmibai who had ‘‘dressed 
herself in male attire as a Sawar.” The 
Rani, however, met the death ofa martyr 
fighting in the thick of the war on 17th June 
1857. Tantia Tope was arrested bya trusted 
lieutenant of Scindhia, Maan Singh, and 
was handed overto the British who tried 
him for rebellion, found him guilty of the 
charge and hanged him. 

Results of the Revolt of 1857 

The Revolt of 1857, though an out- 
break of a formidable nature, was bound to 
fail due to defective equipment and organi- 
sation of the insurgents. Though the revolt Tantia Tope. 
‘failed in achieving its aims, yet it produced for reaching effects. 

The Revolt of 1857 sounded the death knell of the East India 
Company and the administration of India was directly taken over 
‘by the British crown. By aspecial Act passed on August 2, 1858 
‘both the Board of control and the Board of Directors were abolished 
:and the office of the secretary of State for India was created. He 
‘was to act on tie advice of 15 members knovu as the India 
council. 

The Governor-General of India was given the title of Viceroy 
of India. 

Indian army was re-organized. The number of European 
forces was increased as a safety measure. The artillery was entrusted 
entirely to the care of the Europeans. 

The policy of annexation was given up and the Indian princes 
(Native rulers) were given the assurance that hanceforth their states 
‘would not be annexed to the British empire. 

Full religious freedom was guaranteed to the Indian people. 

The people were also given the assurance that henceforth no 
‘one would be debarred from getting any high post on the bas.s of 
this caste, creed or colour. 

The most valuable legacy of the revolt was the unity of the 
Windus and the Muslim. With a view to weaken the unity and to 
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make their own position secure the British began to foliow the policy 
of divide and rule. 


Another important effect was on the working of the mind of 
the people as a whole. The Indians who were already convinced of 
the futility of armed uprising were now fully convinced that any 
attempt in future with the help of arms was doomed to failure. They 
adopted, therefore, a fight of ideas, policies and movements. 


Points to Remember 


|l. The British people came to India as traders and through 


unfair means they acquired the political power in the 
country. 


2. Almost all sections of the Indian society were dissatisfied 
under the British rule. 


3. Revoltof 1857 was the expression of the prevailing dis- 
satisfaction. 

4. Indian rulers like Bahadur Shah, Nana Sahib, Rani 
Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi were staunch enemies of the British 
as they were dispossessed of their rights. 

5. Indian craftsmen, peasants, traders were unhappy due to 
economic policy of the British rulers as it aimed to safe- 
guard the interests of the British producers and merchants. 

6. Educated Indians were dissatisfied due to the racial dis- 
crimination. 

7. Activities of the missionaries and the social reforms intro- 
duced by the British made the Indians angry as they 
thought it as an encroachment upon their religious rights. 

8. Dissatisfaction prevailed in the military as the Indian 
soldiers were given low wages and no amenities of life. 

9. Immediate cause of the revolt wasthe biting of cartridge 
smeared with fat of cow and the pig. 

10. Revoltstarted on 20th March 1857 in Barrackpur when 
Mangal Pandey attacked his British officers, 

11, Bahadur Shah the last Mughal emperor was made the 
leader of the revolution, 

12. Revolt Started from Bengal had spread to Meerut and 
Delhi and from there it spread all over, U.P. 

13. 


Bahadur Shah, the last Mughal Emperor was made the 
leader of the revolution, Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi 
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Nana Sahib and Tantia Tope were the great leaders of 
the revolt. 

14. The Punjab and Nepal helped the British in suppressing. 
the revolt. 

15. As a result of revolt the rule of the Company ended in 
India and India was placed under the direct rule of the 
crown. 

16. After the revolt army was reorganized as it was the main 
source of trouble. 

17. Hindu-Muslim unity was the valuable legacy of the revolt 
but, the British disrupted it by following the policy of 
divide and rule. 

18. The Indians decided to adopt a fight of ideas, policies and 
movements rather than armed uprising. 

Revision Questions 


Essay Type Questions 

1. Describe briefly the main causes of the revolt of 1857. 

2. Describe briefly the main events of revolt of 1857, 

3. Give a brief description of the results of the revolt of 1857. 

4, Do you agree with the view that the revolt of 1857 was the First War 
of Indian Independence ? Give reasons for your answer. 
Short Answer Questions 

5. List the political causes of the revolt of 1857. 

6. What was the immediate cause of the revolt of 1857. 

7. List two eftects of the revolt of 1857. 

8. List the areas which did not take part in the revolt of 1857. 
Practical Work 

1. Onanoutline map of India mark main centres of the revolt of 1857. 
2. From some history book read Queen Victoria's Proclamation, issued 


after the revolt.of 1857. 
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Indian National Movement 
(1858—191 9) 


Rise of Indian Nationalism—National Movement 1858— 1919 
A.D. 


You have read that the growth of Indian nationalism started 
in the 19th century. Following factors contributed a lot to the 
development of nationalism in India: (a) Political unification of 
the country, (b) Destruction of India's old social and EU. 
systems, (c) Introduction of English language and the spread © 
western education and (d) Beginning of new social classes. Early 


beginnings of national feelings appeared in the form of social and 
religious movements. 


You have also read that Indian Revolt of 1857 popularly 
known as first war of independence failed for various reasons but 
it left far-reaching effects. Most valuable legacy of the revolt of 
1857 was ‘the unity of the Hindus and the Muslims. After the 


revolt the company rule ended and India came under the direct 
control of the British crown, 


British government introduced many ; 
economic. But soon it was realised that the B:itish rule was inimi- 
cal to the interests of almost all sections of the Indian society. The 
British introduced new land tenure system. But the peasants’ 
sufferings increased. Economic policy of the British government 
made the Indian industrialists unhappy, Educated Indians were 


unhappy because they were discriminated against the Europeans: 
All these sufferings made the Indians aware of the fact that the 
backwardness of the cou 


ntry cannot be wiped off unless thé 
British rule ended. 


-eforms-—social and 


Vernacular Press Act 1878 and the Arms Act 18/8 passed 

; during the Viceroyalty of Lord Lytton and the controversy over the 
Ilbert Bill 1883 during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon alarmed the 
Indians and infused in them a Strong desire to have an All Indis 


organization to secure their Political advancement. 
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Predecessors of the Indian National Congress 


A number of political organizations came into existence 
before the foundation of Indian National Congress in 1885. 


In 1855, the British Indian Association was formed through 
the merger of landholders' association and the Bengal British Indian 
Society. It was organised to present the Indian grievances to the 
British government. In 1852, the Madras Native Association and 
the Bombay Association were formed. All these associations were 
dominated by wealthy and prominent persons of those days. They 
worked for administrative reforms, involvement of tie Indians 
in the administration, spread of education and also sent long 
petitions putting forward Indian demands to the British 
government, 

In 1865, Dada Bhai Naoroji organised the East India Associa- 
tion in London to discuss the Indian question and influence British 
people to promote Indian welfare. Justice Ranade aad others 
organised the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha in 1870's. The- Madras 
Mahajan Sabha was started in 1881 A.D. These Associations 
mainly devoted to the criticism of administrative and legislative 


measures. 


In 1875, Surrendra Nath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose 
founded the Indian Association in Bengal. Its aim was to create a 
strong public opinion in the country on political questions and the 
unification of the Indian people on a common political programme. 

In December 1883, the Indian Association called an All India 
National Conference at Calcutta. Several leaders from outside 
Bengal attended the conference. It adopted a programme similar 
to one adopted by the Indian National Congress. It could, however 
not becomes an All India Association. Ultimately Indian National 
Congress was founded in 1885 and it merged with the Congress. 
Estimate of the work of the predecessors of the Indian 
National Congress 
formed prior to Congress were local and 
their membership and leadership were limited to a few people. They 
had limited field of work. But it will have to be admitted that they 
aroused the people on political , issues which made the work of the 


Congress easy. 


The erganizations 
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The Indian National Congress 

A retired English officer Mr. A.O. Hume and some Indians 
met in Theosophical Convention at 
Adyar and decided to have an All 
India Organization. Lord Dufferin, 
the then Viceroy of India, also encour- 
aged them to have such an organiza- 
tion. As a result of the efforts of these 
people, the Indian National Congress 
was founded in 1885 A.D. Its first 
session was held at Bombay in Decem- 
ber 1885. Only 72 delegates from all 
parts of India attended this session. 
Mr. W.C. Banerjee was the first 
President. They ear 1885, thus, marks 
the beginning ofa new era in Indian 
History. 


A.O. Hume 

The history of our National Movement starts with the founda- 
tion of Indian National Congress in 1885. The history of National 
movement can be divided into two distinct periods—the Pre- 
Gandhian (1815-1919) and the Gandhian era (1919-1947). The 
Pre-Gandhian period can further be subdivided into two phases. 
The period from 1885-1905 is known as the period of Moderate 
Nationalism and the period from 1905 to 1919 is termed as Militant 
Nationalism and communalism in Indian politics. 


Moderate Nationalism (1885-1905) 


The period beginning with 1885 to the advent of Lord Minto 
in India in 1905 is known as the period of moderate nationalism. 
W.C. Banerjee, Dada Bhai Naoroji, Firozshah Mehta, Surrendra 
Nath Banerjee were some of the important leaders of this period. 
At this time the National Congress represented mainly the middle 
class. Its delegates were mainly drawn from cities and most of 
them were doctors, lawyers, teachers and journalists. At this time: 
the National Congress was definitely- Pro-British. Its leaders had 


faith in the British sense of justice and fair pl 
Methods : Lon 


Usually the Indian National Congress held annual sessions. 
In these sessions they passed resolutions worded in prayerful 


language. Through the resolutions, they made moderate demands 
for the development of self-government, a large share for Indians in 
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the councils, reduction of military expenditure, promotion of Indian 
industries and separation of judiciary from executive. During this 
period the Congress, therefore, can be said to have used constitu- 
tional methods. They used, what one writer has beautifully put 

three Ps—Prayer, Petitions, and Protests. This policy obviously fad 
its limitations and its critics called it, “political mendicancy”. 


Surrendra Nath Banerjee Dadabhai Naoroji 
Achievements 

During the period 1885 to 1905 the Congress achieved not 
much in concrete terms. In 1886 the Congress got the Indian 
Public Service Commission constituted and got the Indiam Councils 
Act 1892 passed. Both these measures, however, disappointed the 
Indians. Yet one should bear in mind that the moderate leaders 


did a lot of spade work and through the use of press and platform, 


they created a political consciousness among the Indians. 
Militant Nationalism (1905-1919)—Extremism 

A section of the Congress gradually lost faith in t 
constitutional methods. They felt that i> 
mere requesting Or begging would not 
take the Indians anywhere. This section 
of Congressmen came to be known as the 
extremists. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala 
Lajpat Rai and Bipin Chandra Pal were 
some of the important leaders of this 
section. 

Tilak preached, through his paper 
*Kesari', his new ideals of self-help and 
national revival. He told the country- 
men that political rights will have to be 
fought for. The "Moderat:s think that 


he use of 
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these can be achieved by persuation. We think that they can be 
achieved by strong pressure." The preachings of Tilak made great 
impact on the young Indians who had now come to believe that 
teforms would not be secured by mere talking but by action. For 
preachings mentioned above, Tilak was sentenced for 15 months, 
‘but he gained all the more popularity and the number of his 
followers increased. Similar ideas were expressed by Bipin Chandra 
Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai in Bengal and Panjab respectively. 


Revolutionary struggle for freedom in countries like Italy, 
America, Ireland and Germany convinced the Indians that the 
resolutions and deputations would never bring freedom. 


Unpopular measures of Lord Curzon caused discontent and 
infused a great strength into the extremists, Soon this section 
became a powerful wing of the Congress and as such changed its 
ideas, policy and programmes. On Lord Curzon's scheme of the 
partition of Bengal, the Congress under pressure of the extremists 
passed resolution for boycott of British goods and promotion of 
Swadeshi movement. This happened at the Congress session of 


1905, when Gokhale, the President of the Congress condemned 
the partition and the 


reactionary rule of Lord Curzon. Conse- 
‘quently, there occurred a serious split in the Congress at the Surat 
Session of 1907. The 


Extremists rose to prominence during the 
period 1905-1919, though the Moderates continued to dominate 


the congress. 
"Factors Favouring the Rise of Extremism 


The following are some of the im; 


portant factors that led to 
‘the rise of extremism in India : 


j Firstly, economic distre 
‘coupled with callous and inhu 


‘more worse. 


Secondly, the spell of the whiteman’s invincibility was broken 
‘due to certain developments abroad. In 1896, the Abyssinians 
defeated the Italians. In 1904-1905 the Japanese humiliated the 
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Russians. Moreover nationalist movements in Persia, Egypt, Turkey 
and Ireland inspired the Indians. 
Thirdly, the humiliating treatment with the Indiansin South 
Africa, a British colony, created anti-British feelings in India. 
Fourthly, the revolutionary struggle for freedom in countries. 
like Italy, America, Ireland and Germany convinced the Indians. 
that the resolutions and depütations would never bring freedom. 


Fifthly, the leadership of 'Bal, Pal.and Lal' gave a tremendous. 
impetus to the extremists' movements. Bal Gangadhar Tilak's 
slogan, “Swaraj is my birth right and I shall have it", became the 
watch word of the new.group. Tilak was effective in creating dis- 
satisfaction among the Indians so much so that one writer calls him, 
‘the father of Indian unrest’. . What Tilak had done in Deccan, B.C. 
Paland Lala Lajpat Rai did in Bengal and Punjab respectively. 


Sixthly and lastly, the reactionary and repressive measures of 
Lord Curzon added fuel to fire. The partition of Bengal (1905): 
was his most unpopular act. The people saw through his game. 
The.scheme of partition of Bengal convinced the people, that it 
was a clever device to drive a wedge between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. 

Aims and Methods 

The extremists aimed at achieving Swaraj through self-reliance: 
and self-help. Leaders like Lala Lajpat 
Rai, on return from England, told the 
countrymen that the British were busy 
with their own affairs and therefore, 
“they would have to strike a blow for 
freedom themselves.” 

To achieve the objective, the extre- 
mists advocated Swadeshi, boycott of 
foreign goods, - national education and 
passive resistance. 


The Swadesbi and Boycott Movements Lala Lajpat Rai 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, one of the prominent Extremist leader, 
was preaching that the sufferings and troubles of the Indians could 
never be removed so long 8$ the British ruled over this country. 
Partition of Bengal (1905) was against the wishes of the people 
of Bengal. Hence anti-Partition movement was initiated op 
7th August 1905. On that day a massive demonstration against 
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‘the partition was organised in the Town Hall in Calcutta. ee 
the protest, the partition took effect on 16th October, 1905. E 
leaders of the Protest movement declared it to be the day © 
mational mourning throughout Bengal. 


Soon Bengal leaders felt that. mere demonstrations, public 
meetings and the resolutions were not likely to have much effect 
‘on the rulers. More positive action that Would reveal the intensity of 
Popular feelings and exhibit them at their best was needed. The 
answer was Swadeshi or Boycott. Mass meetings were held all 
over Bengal where Swadeshi or use of Indian goods and boycott of 
British goods were proclaimed and pledged. At many places public 
burning of foreign clothes was organized and shops selling foreign 
cloth were picketed. Students of Bengal played prominent role in 
the Swadeshi movement. The cry of Swadeshi and Swaraj was 
soon taken up by other provinces of India. Movements of support 
for Bengal’s unity and boycott of foreign goods were organised in 
Bombay, Madras and the northern part of India. Tilak played 
the leading role in spreading the Swadeshi movement to the rest 
of the country. At Poona session of Congress in 1906, Congress 
openly declared the attainment of Swaraj as its aim. It officially 
Supported the movement. Picketing of shop selling foreign goods, 
burning of foreign cloth and boycott of government schools 
and colleges became the order of the day. Students in large 


numbers took Part in these movements and even women did not lag 
behind, 


Revolutionary Activities 


A section of nationalists, 
methods of revolutionaries in Irel 
of terrorism. Police officials, d 
Were their main victims, The hig 
and pistols were Narinder Nath 


The Tevolutionaries were mainly active in Bengal, Maharashtra and 
"Punjab, In Bengal alone, between 1906 and 1917, there were 168 
Outrages that took the lives of 61 persons. Attempts were made on 
the lives of two Viceroys, Minto and Harding, 


The terroristic activities were organized outside India as well. 
Har Dayal's Ghadar Party organized in the U.S.A, was the most 
Prominent revolutionary group. Thee were a number of other 
Sroups in Europe. These groups smuggled arms and revolutionary 
literature into India, collected money for Indian revolutionaries 
4nd incited Indian soldiers stationed in Burma and Singapore. 


following the example and the 
and and Russia, resorted to acts 
istrict magistrates and approvers 
hest priests of this cult of bombs 


Ghosh and Bhupinder Nath Dutt. . 


fold’ policy—policy of repression, reform and division. In orde 
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Foundation of the Muslim League 


After the rise of the nationalist movement, the British had 
grown apprehensive about the safety and the stability of their 
empire in India. To check the growth of united national movement 
in the country, they decided to follow the policy of “Divide and 
Rule’. Only-a few Muslims took part in the work of Congress. Never- 
theless, it is an undeniable fact that a section of the Muslims from 
the beginning adopted an unsympathetic attitude towards the 
‘Congress though the Muslims in general were indifferent rather than 
hostile to it The Muslim community always thought the congress 
to be a Hindu body and feared it. The English made the best use 
of this fear of the Muslims and kept them far away from Congress 
by giving them concessions. In 1906, the separatists and the com- 
munal tendencies had reached its highest limits among the educated 
Muslims and big Muslim Nawabs and landlords. The same year 
Agha Khan, and Nawab Mohsin-ul-mulk founded the All India 
Muslim League. The main aims of Muslim League were to oppose 
all the nationalist and democratic demands of Congress ; to demand 
special reservations in government services for the Muslims and 
to demand a separate electorate for the Muslims. 


The British Attitude towards Congress 


The British attitude, to use a writer’s words, was of, “‘friend- 
ship in the beginning and bitter opposition later.” The period 
from 1885 to 1887 was a period of friendship. So m ch so that 
Lord Dufferin, the then Governor General gave a garden party to 
the delegates. But from 1888 onwards a crack developed in this 
friendship. Government officials were prohibited from attending 
Congress sessions, The Congress was denounced as the representa- 
tive of microscopic minority. 

«¿During the period 1905 to 1909, the British followed a three 

T to 

check or repress the activities, the British government adopted a 
series of stringent measures. The Seditious Meetings Act 1907 pro 
hibited holding of meetings likely to disturb public peace. The | 
Newspaper (incitement to offences) Act 1908 authorised the autho- 
tities to punish the publisher of any newspaper which published 
matter, which in their opinion was incitement to rebellion. The 
meetings, thus, were banned. Strict censorship was imposed om the 
press, Schools were derecognised and their grants withdrawn. p 
the chanting of ‘Bande Matram' in public was declared illegal. The 
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British policy of repression, however added to the bitterness of the 
youth and enhanced the popularity of the Congress. 


On the other hand, the British followed a policy of concilia- 
tion towards the moderates. To placate them, they came out with 
Indian Council Act 1909 what is known as the Minto-Morley Re- 
forms of 1909. "This act 


l. Raised the number of elected members in’ the Imperia? 
Legislative Council and the Provincial Assemblies. 


2. Introduced indirect election of the members, 


3. Provided separate electorate for the Muslims to safeguard 
the interest of the minority community. But the conscious 
nationalists soon found the reforms unsatisfactory as the: 
government introduced separate electorates for the 
Muslims. Moreover, the councils had no real powers and 
were not popularly elected bodies. 


National Movement during the First World War (1914-1918) 


The First World War broke out in 1914. In the beginning. 
Indian Nationalist leaders including Lokmanya Tilak decided to 
Support the war-effort of the British government. 
mainly in the mistaken belief that grateful Brit 
India's loyalty with gratitude and en 
on the road of self-government, 


This was done 
ain would repay’ 
able India to take a long step 


The Home Rule Leagues 


When the British 
their resources for fight 
that the British govern 


Bovernment was using the Indi 
ing the war, 


ns rOught upon it. A real mass 
political movement was, therefore, necessary, But mass agitation 


National Congress. Two Home 
: therefore, started in 1915. 
leadership of Tilak and the 


leadership of Smt. 


h ae The two Home Rule 
Progress and the cry of 
throughout the country, d Home Rule resounded 


The Ghadar Party 


The war period Witnessed the growth i 
of 
movement. In 1913 Indian E M RE 


n revolutionaries had established the 
Ghadar Party in United States of America and Canada. 
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The Ghadar Party was pledged to wage revolutionary war 
against the British in India. When First World War broke out in 
1914, the Ghadarites decided to send arms and men to India to start: 
an uprising with the help of soldiers and local revolutionaries. 
Indian revolutionories fixed 21st February, 1915 for an armed revolt 
in the Punjab but the pjan failed as the authorities came to know 
of it and had taken immediate steps. Leaders were either sent to: 
jail or hanged. 


During the war period, National Movement made two signi- 
ficant achievements. The modera:c: and the extremists united in the 
Lucknow Session of Congress held in 1916. in the same session the 
Muslim League combined with the congress. They demanded that 
(i) a majority of the m ; the legislative council be elected 
(ii) the latter be invested with wide powers (ii?) at least half of the’ 
Viceroy's Executive Council be filled by the Indians. 


Points :o Remember 


i. Inthe first half of 19th century, the British supremacy 
over India gave a rude shock to the economic and cul- 
turallife of India. 


2. Dissatisfaction caused by political and economic exploi- 
tation made the people aware of the fact that the country: 
cannot develop unless the British rule ended. 

3. A number of political organizations came into existence’ 
before the formation of the Indian National Congress. 
They created strong public opinion in the country om 
political questions and the unification of the Indian. 
people on a common political programme. 


d 


Since all the organisations formed prior to Congress were 
local, with limited; membership and leadership, people 
realised the need for the formation of an All India orga- 
nization. 

Mr. A. O. Hume and some Indians founded the All India. 
National Congress in 1885 A.D. 

History of National Movement can be divided into two: 
distinct periods namely the pre-Gandhian and Gandhian 
period, Pre.Gandhian period is further divided into: 
moderate and militant nationalism. 

7. During the moderate nationalism period 1885-1905, the: 
Congress had faith in the British sense of Justice and. 


ux 
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therefore, they passed and sent resolutions worded in 
prayerful language. 


8. Keeping in view of the achievements, a section of Congress 
lost faith in constitutional methods. This group known as 
extremists, came in power only after the partition of 
Bengal in 1905. 


9. The extremists aimed at achieving Swaraj throvgh self- 
reliance and self-help. They used Swadeshi, boycott of 
foreign goods, national education and passive ‘resistance 
for achieving their goal. 


10. A section of nationalists followed revolutionaries of Ire- 
land and Russia and resorted to acts of terrorism. 


11. The British attitude towards Congress was of friendship 
in the beginning but during the period 1905 to 1919 the 
British followed policy of repression, reform and 
division. 

12. The British government prohibited the government ser- 
vants from attending meetings of the Congress. Strict 


censorship was imposed on press. Many schools and 
colleges were derecognised. 


13. To win over the sympathies of the moderates, the British 
introduced Minto-Morley Reforms in 1909. It was, how- 
ever, found unsatisfactory. 


14. To weaken the Congress, the Muslims were advised to 
form a separate society and as such under Agha Khan, 
Muslim League was founded in 1906. 


15. In the beginning, the Muslim League opposed the policy 


of Congress but they combined with the Congress in 
Lucknow Session in 1916. 


16. Mrs, Annie Besant and Tilak started Home Rule League. 


* 
Revislon Questions 
"Essay ‘Type Questions 


1. Describe the causes responsible for the rise of nationalism in India. 


$ Or 
dd Describe the factors responsible for the emergence of nationalism in 
y f (Delhi Sec. Sch , 1980) 
2. Explain the following : eh T 
(a) Moderate nationalism 
(b) Extremism 
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(c) Swadeshi movement 
(d) Communal Electorate 
(e) Home Rule League. 


3. What led to the founding of the Indian National Congress in 1885 ? 

4. What for is the period from 1885 to 1905 called a period of mode- 
rate nationalism in Indian History ? 

5. Givea brief account of the achievements of the Congress during the 
‘period 1885 to 1905. 

6. Whatled to the rise of extremism in India in the beginning of 20th 
century ? 

7. Givea brief account of the British attitude towards Congress. 


8. The British adopted a policy of coercion-cum-conciliation during 
the period from 1905 to 1919. Explain what prompted the British to follow 
auch a policy. 


Short Answer Questions 


9. Explain the role of Moderates in the early phase of the Indian 
National Movement. (Delhi Sec. School Examination, 1980) 


10. List four factors responsible for the rise of nationalism in India in 
the late 19th century. 


ll. List four organizations formed prior to Congress. 

i4, What methods were employed by the moderates to achieve their 
goal ? 

13. Give four factors responsible for the rise of extremism in India. 

14, When and why was Bengal partitioned ? 
15. What were the ‘points of difference between the moderates and 
extremists ? y 


16. What were théláims of the extremists ? ja ces 
17. What methodg did the extremists employ to achieve their aims 
18. What were the main provisions of the Minto-Morley Reforms ? 


19. Why were the people dissatisfied with the Minto-Morley Reforms 2 
20. When was Muslim League founded ? 


dar a date line show the events related to India's struggle for frec- 
dom during the period 1885 to 1919. 

2. Prepare a pamphlet on Tilak's contribution to India’s struggle for 
freedom. 


m 
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Indian National Movement 


(Gandhian Era) 


Perbaps you remember that after 1913, the Muslims had come 
hearer to the National Movement. During World War I (1914-18) 
at the instance of Mahatma Gandhi, Indians gave full co-operation 
to the British government in their war activities. But after the war 
Indians were amazed to see the British attitude. Consequently, Mrs 
Annie Besant and Tilak started their agitation for self-government. 
The British government arrested the radical leaders like Tilak and 
to win over the moderates, they announced the Montague-Chems- 


ford Reforms. This was enacted as the Government of India Act 
1919. à 


Under Government of India Act 1919, Legislative Councils 
incial) were enlarged. Majority of their members were to be 
d. These Provincial governments were given more powers 
under the scheme of Dyarchy. Under this scheme, subjects like 
finance and law and order were classified as reserved subjects and 
were kept under the direct control of the Goveruor, Subjects, like 
education, public health were called transferred subjects. These 


subjects were under the control of ministers responsible to the 
legislature. The Governor was given the power to over-rule the 
ministers. 


(Prov 
electe 


At the Centre, the Act Suggested two houses : the lower house 
(the Legislative Council) and the upper house (the Council of 
States). The legislati i i 


have 26 nominated and 34 elected members, 


fact. that legislative council virtually had no 
governor general and the Executive Council. 

The Indian National Congress in a special session met to 
consider the reform proposal. 


l It condemned the proposal saying 
that it was disappointing and uns 


This is, however, a 
control over the 


atisfactory. 
( 140 ) 


' with the British government. The 
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The Rowlatt Act 


The British government used Tepression on the nationalists 
during the war period. When it found that the people were not 
satisfied with the reforms, the government decided to arm itself 
with more far-reaching powers. This arm enabled the government 
to suppress those nationalists who would refuse to be satisfied with 
the government reforms. In March 1919, it passed the Rowlatt Act 
though every single Indian member of the legislative council (central) 
‘Opposed it. Three of the members resigned even from the member- 
ship of the council. 


The Rowlatt Act authorised the Government to imprison any 
Person without trial or conviction ina court of law. This act also 
enabled the government.to Suspend the right of Habeas Corpus 
which had been the foundation of civil liberties in Britain. The 
Indians took this Act oppressive because it did not allow any Vakil 
(lawyer), any dalil (argument) and any appeal. 


Nationalist Movement and Gandhiji 


Perhaps you remember Gandhiji joined Congress during the 
World War period (1914-18), Gandhiji became virtually the sole 
navigator of the ship of the 
Congress after the death of Tilak 
(August 1, 1920). During] the 
period from 1920 to 1947, 
Mahatma Gandhi spoke the final 
word on behalf of the Indian 
National Congress in dealing 


period from (1920-1947) in 
Indian politics has, therefore, 
been described as the Gandhian 
era. 
"The Massacre at Jallianwala 

Bagh 

Mahatma Gandhi whole- 
heartedly supported the British Mahatma Gandhi 3 
during the World War I. The end of war, however, did not bring 
the promised freedom for the Indians. Instead the war brought more 
‘economic miseries for the Indian masses. The British passed 
the Rowlatt Act. Mahatma Gandhi was completely disillusioned. 
From a great co-operator, he turned a great non-cooperator. 
(He thought that the Indians were now ready for a mass movement. 
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i ean appeal to the 
He made the Rowlatt Act an jenes ue D d EL T 
people to observe peaceful hartal on ^p n Ed ib mast dedos 
(UM Nn De ae With a view CERE the peaceful 

3 ; à L i 

ey DRAN OR the popular leaders like Dr. Saifuddin 
o and Dr. Satyapal. On April 13, 1919 an unarmed but l.rge 
crowd gathered in Jalianwala Bagh, Amritsar, to protest against 
the arrest of the popular leaders. With a view to terrorise the 
people, General Dyer, the military Commander of Amritsar, sur- 
rounded the Bagh with his ariny unit. He closed the exit with his 
troops and then ordered to shoot into the trapped crowd with guns 
and machine-guns. The order was carried out. Consequently, 
thousands were killed and wounded. After the massacre, martial 
law was enforced throughout the Punjab. The people had to suffer 
most uncivilized atrocities. The Indians were shocked by the brutal 
and inhuman way the British behaved. 


The Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movement (1919-22) 


The British government and Allied Powers treated Turkey 
very shabbily after the First World War. Muslims of India regarded 
the Sultan of Turkey as Khalifa and paid high respects. To protest 
against the maltreatment meted out tothe Sultan of Turkey, the 
Muslims of India adopted aggressive anti-British attitude. Two 
brothers, Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali organised a mass move- 
ment ofthe Muslims. This movement is known as the Khilafat 
movement. Other important leaders of this movement were 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Hakim Ajmal Khan. i 


à The All-India Khilafat Conference held at Delhi in Nov. 1919 
decided to withdraw all co-operation from the government if their 


demands were not met. With this understanding Gandhiji launched. 
non-cooperation movement in A 


i pril 1920 and with this there began 
a new era in the Nationalist movement. 


Gandhiji was the heart and soul of this movement. The 
movement was based on Gandhiji’s ideas of Satyagraha i.e., non- 
violent non-cooperation to an unjust and an oppressive government. 
It had two aspects—positive and negative, The positive side of the 


programme aimed at strengthening. India internally through the 
constructive programme, 


Gandhiji himself used to point to five 
fingers of his hand and ask the people to practise five virtues— 
Promotion of Swadeshi particularly revival of hand spinning, removal 
of untouchability, sobriety (prohibition of alcohol etc), Hindu- 
Muslim unity and equality of women. The negative side’ of the 


—_~"S~-~—S— A 
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programme related to boycott of foreign goods, Government 
services, of legislatures, courts, educational institutions maintained 
or aided by the Government etc. It also included the surrender of 
titles, honours and picketing of shops selling foreign cloth. In short, 
it was the boycott of Councils, Courts, Elections and Government. 

Lawyers suspended their practice, the students in large 
numbers left schools and colleges and bonfires were made of 
English clothes. Mahatma Gandhi surrendered his title of Kaisar-e- 
Hind and many people followed him. 

i The movement was in full swing when the Prince of Wales 
visited India in 1921. His visit was boycotted. The Government of 
Lord Reading took various represive measures. Beating, lathi- 
Charging and firing were used indiscriminately. About 25,000 
persons were put into the jails. Among the arrested were C. R, Das, 
Motilal Nehru, Lajpat Rai, Maulana Azad and Ali Brothers. The 
Government, however, did not touch Gandhiji. 

It was under these circumstances that the Congress met at. 
Ahmedabad in December 1221. 
The Congress decided to start civil 
disobedience movement. Mahatma. 
Gandhi was appointed sole execu- 
tive authority of the Congress. 


But before the civil dis- 
obedience could be launched, the 
Chauri Chaura incident took place 
(Feb. 5, 1922). Twenty-two police- 
men were burnt alive in a police 
station at Chauri Chaura (U.P.) by 
an angry crowd. This incident 
completely upset Gandhiji who 
immediately suspended the move- 
Muhammad Ali of Ali Brothers ment. 

This action of Mahatma Gandhi was not liked by many Con- 
gtessmen, The Muslims particularly resented it, Mahatma Gandhi's 
popularity waned considerably. The Government also became bold. 
Gandhiji was arrested on March 18, 1922 and was sentenced to 6 
years’ simple imprisonment, Gandhiji was, however, released on 
February 5, 1924 on medical grounds. 


Birth of Swaraj Party K 
The sudden suspension of the movement led to a rift in the 


Congress. A section of the Congressmen led by Motilal Nehru and 
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C.R. Das organised a new party known as the Swaraj Party. The 
Swaraj Party advocated the programme of “council entry”. Its aim, 
however, was to wreck the functioning of the council by a policy of 
"uniform, continuous and consistent obstruction’. In 1923 the 
Swarajists secured majority -in the Central Provinces and Bengal. 
making it difficult for the ministries to function. Gradually the 
"Swarajists drew closer to Gandhiji. 


‘Communalism and its Dangerous Effects 


After the calling off of their non-cooperation movement, there 
was the growth of communal tension and occurence of communal 
riots. It was an unfortunate development. The Muslim communalists 
started the 'tabligh' movement to reconvert to Islam, persons who 
‘had adopted other religions. The Hindus started the *shuddhi* 
‘movement to reconvert to the Hinduism, persons who had adopted 
‘other religions. These movements created an environment of 
‘tension and communal riots. By this time the Muslim League had 
‘become a communal party. It demanded special privileges for the 
Muslims in provinces where they were in minority. In a similar way 
Hindu Sabha, a communal party, talked of special privileges for the 
Hindus in provinces where they were in minority. These communal 
‘movements hampered the growth of Nationalist movement, as they 


did not concern themselves with questions affecting common people 
poverty, equality etc. 


Many communal riots occurred in the country due to 
activities of the communal parties having the backing of the British 
government. On one such occasion Gandhiji undertook a fast for 
three weeks to restore communal harmony. 


‘From Swaraj to Complete Independence, 1927-1929 
For sometime there appeared no political activity after calling 


"off the non-cooperation movement. But soon the Congress adopted , 


the slogan of com^lete independence and started the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. Now the Nationalist movement had 
adopted a comprehensive programme for the social and economic 
reconstruction of Indian Society once independence was achieved. 


During this period two personalities appeared. In 192l 
Jawahar Lal Nehru, who had returned to India after completing his 
education in England joined the Congress. In 1923 he went to 
Nabha, a princely state, to join the demonstration of Akali Sikhs 
against the corrupt mahants. He was arrested and sentenced after 
the pretence of trial. Here he found that the condition of people 
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‘was no better than the British rule. Since then he became the 
champion of the rights of the people of princely ‘states. He made 
the movement of the people of princely states an integral part of 
the Nationalist movement. 


Subhash Chandra Bose 


Subhash Chandra Bose was another leader of this time. 
"Though he was selected to the Indian Civil Service, yet he plunged 
‘into the nationalist struggle. He organized students and youth 
-Organization throughout the country. Jawahar Lal and Subhash 
‘Chandra Bose, thus became the leaders of the radical wing in the 
nationalist movement and idols of the youth all over the country. 


The Simon Commission 

In 1927, the British government appointed the Simon 
‘Commission to look into the working of the Act cf 1919 and 
suggest changes. The commission had Englishmen without a 
single Indian representative. According to the resolution of Madras 
‘session of Congress, it was decided to boycott the Simon Commis- 
‘sion. When the commission arrived in India in February 1928, it 
was met with a country-wide hartal. Demonstrations were organized 
In one of the peaceful demonstrations, Lala Lajpat Rai was assaul- 
‘ted and soon after he died. Govind Ballabh Pant received a lathi 
blow which disabled him for whole life. 


Repression of Terrorists 

It was at this time Chandra Shekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, 
Sukhdev and others founded a new revolutionary organization. On 
April 8, 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw à bomb 
in the Legislative Assembly. Both surrendered and were taken into 
custody, All the prominent members of the revolutionary nons 
zation except Chandra Shekhar were arrested, Bhagat Singh an 


146 


Sukh Dev were sentenced to death. Their excution aroused a wave 

of indignation all over the country. 

Demand for Total Independence à 
The Congress at its annual session at Lahore (1929) VUE 

Jawahar Lal Nehru as the President declared the attainmen E 

complete independence as its aim. Gandhiji was once again aes 

to give lead to the nation. The 26th January, 1930 was celebra 

all over the country as the independence day and tricolour was 

hoisted at several places, 


Jawahar Lal Nehru 
Civil Disobedience Again 


In 1930, the Congress decided to launch the civil disobedience 


movement. On the 6th April of that year Mahatma Gandhi started 
on his famous Dandi March with a band of 79 followers, to break 
the salt laws. In a short time the movement spread all over the 
country. The people in general disobeyed the salt laws and boy- 
cotted the foreign goods. The Congress volunteers picketed liquor 
and foreign cloth Shops. The Indians took a leading part in this. 
movement. Thousands of Indians were arrested and imprisoned. 
In this tense atmosphere, the first Round Table Conference was held. 
in London and the Congress refused to participate in it. 


147 


It was through the efforts of Messrs Tej Bahadur Sapri and 
M.C. Jayakar, that the Congress and the Government came to terms 
and the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was made. As a résult of this settie- 
ment. all political prisoners- were released and ordinances were 
withdrawn. Mahatma Gandhi suspended the Civil Disobedience 
Movement and went to attend the Second Round Table Conference 
as the representative of the Congress. But he had to return without 
achieving anything. In the meantime, popular movement had 
started again in the country, Lord Willington who had replaced 
Lord Irwin as the Viceroy of India, started a policy of ruthless 
suppression He slapped the Congress leaders in the jail. Soon after 
his return from London, Mahatma Gandhi was also arrested and 
imprisoned. The Civil Disobedience Movement was again in fulh 
swing. At the instance of Lord Willington, the Government adop- 
ted stringent measures and popular movement was crushed by 
means of police firing, lathi charges and tear gas and by policy of 
ordinances, fines and confiscation. The Congress was declared an. 
unlawful body and its annual sessions were held on the roads of 
Delhi and Calcuttta in 1932 and in 1933. After his release in 1933 
Mahatma Gandhi suspended mass civil disobedience movement. But. 
the individual civil disobedience continued and Mahatma Gandhi 
was arrested again. He was released soon after and he finally 
suspended the civil disobedience movement in May 1934. 


Round Table Conferences 


The Government of England decided to convene 4 Round 
Table Conference in London in 1930 to discuss the Report of the 
Simon Commission and to decide about the future constitution of 
India. Its first session was held from November 1930 to January 
1931, There were seventy delegates from India. Some of them 
were either high officials connected with state administration or 
Rulers of the States. Most of the delegates were not the proper 
representatives of India and the people had no confidence in them. 
The Indian National Congress had already started a civil disobedi- 
ence movement and sent no representative to the first session of the: 
Round Table Conference. 


Second Session (September to December 1931) 


In 1931, the Congress made a settlement with the Govern- 
ment which is known as Gandhi-Irwin Pact. As a result of this 
compromise, the Congress sent Mahatma Gandhi as their represent- 
ative to the second session of the Round Table Conference. 
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Mahatma Gandhi was disappointed at the uncompromising attitude 
of the communal leaders participating in it. He also realized that 
the British Government had no desire to part with power. He, 
therefore, returned to India without attaining anything. 


Third Session 


It was held in London after the publication of the communal 
Award. It wasasmalland informal session and merély ratified 
all that whieh had been decided in the previous two sessions. 

It was Zs a result of the deliberations of the Round Table 
Confefence, the principle of Federation was accepted as the basis of 
the new constitution for India. It was decided to have an All-India 
Federation. The recommendations of the Round Table Conference 
were issued in the form of the White Paper by the British Govern- 
ment. The proposals contained in the White Paper were presented 
in the parliament in the form of a bill and were examined by a Joint 
Select Committee of the two Houses. Finally, this bill was passed 
by the British Parliament in 1935, and was known as the Govern- 
ment of India Act. 1935. 

‘Government of India Act 1935 


abe ane NE three main features of this Act : (1) Federation 
"ot British Indian provinces and the Indian States, (2) Provincial 
Autonomy, (3) A Federal Court. PEAR 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
Federal Executive 
There was to be a d i 

Defence: yarchy at the centre. The dsj 
"Governo 


: nents of 
External Affairs and Tribal Affairs were to be under the 


t-General and his th i 
ree advisers. The remaini epart- 
ments were to be administered by a cabine URS 


T. A tof 10 ministers. The 
ministers were appointed b 
4 y the Governor- ; 
responsible. to the legislature. paacnersigarda,ibey ei 
A Hee possessed discretionary powers and 
while Given I ms judgement. The two types of powers possessed 
fe Sadeh or General made him supreme over the legislature. 
E. Ea E toall the important posts, No law. could 
j ; 1s approval. He had full 3 
cial affairs in regard to taxation ER CUUD ToS ape 


and expenditure, 
Federal Legislature ji 


1 T was to consist of two Houses, Council of States and the 
egislative Assembly. The former was to consist of 260-members. 


It was to be a permanent body and its one-third members were to — 
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retire after every three years. Thelower House wasto consist of 
375 members and its life was 5years. Both the Houses possessed 
almost equal powers which were much restricted by the power of 
the Governor-General, 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
Provincial Executive 
It consisted of the Governor and the Council of Ministers. 


All departments were under the control of ministers who were 
appointed by the Governor from among the members of the legis- 
lature. The Governor also Possessed two kinds of powers, viz., 
discretionary powers and Powers in individual judgement. He had 
full control over the services and all the high appoizvnents were 
made by him. 


In the legislative sphere also he was all powerful. No law 
could be made without his approval or permission and he had con- 
siderable powers over financial matters. The powers of the 
Governor were so tremendous that they left very little scope for the 
ministers. 

Provincial Legislature 

There were bicameral legislatures in SiX provinces and one 
House in the remaining five provinces. The lower House consisted 
of elected members and had a tenure of five years. The Upper 
House wasa permanent body, one-third of its members retiring 
every three years. The powers of the legislature were limited be- 
cause the Governor had vast legislative and financial powers. 

FEDERAL COURT 

A Federal Court was established which had jurisdiction over 
the provinces and the native states. It was composed of a Chief 
Justice and two judges. It had both original and appellate powers. 
Its most important function was to interpret the constitution. 

HOME GOVERNMENT 

The India Council of the Secretary of State was abolished and 
instead, he was to have a few advisers. The Government of India 
was completely subordinate to the Secretary of State. While exer- 
cising his special powers the Governor-General had to consult the 
Secretary of State very often. 

Congress Ministries 

When the Government of India Act 1935 was enforced, the 
Congress decided upon a council-entry programme. It contested 
elections with other parties and got a majority of seats in seven out 
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of eleven provinces of India. Only after receiving an assurance 
from the British Government about the rare exercise of special 
power by the provincial Governors, the Congress formed ministries 
in seven provinces, These ministries passed some measures to im- 
prove the political and economic conditions of the people. 
Influence of Socialist Ideas 


All India Trade Union Congress founded in 1920 had the 
suppart of many national leaders of India. This organization worked 
for the improvement in the living condition of the workers. It also 
mobilized the workers in the cause of complete independence. 


"Towards the end of the. First World War the economic grie- 
vances of the farmers against the land-lords and the British govern- 
ment drew them intó the national struggle. In 1917-!8 Gandhiji 
took up their cause and started the Champaran movement. At the 
time of non-cooperation movement national leaders including 
Gandhiji advised the peasants not to pay the heavy land revenue. 
Jn course of time peasants organizations were formed which started 
Movements against heavy taxes and demanded abolition of zamindari 


system. Peasants’ participation in the national struggle made the 
movement a mass movement. 


Sete a Lal Nehru was deeply influenced by the ideas of Karl 
died pigs oct philosophers. His ideas of socialism in- 
zi Policies of the nationalist movement particularly in 

al and economic matters. In 1934, the Congress Socialist Party 


"was formed. It had the support of Jawahar Lal Nehru. 
The States People's Movements 


ext i pa wilk te surprised to know that before independence there 
TM des i India. These states were loyal to the British 
ES they owed their existence due to them. The life of 

people in these states was far from satisfactory. The people 


suffered from ec i ER TM ERE yn 
civil rights and sar mic and political disabilities, They enjoyed no 


was made to impr 
down ruthlessly. 


| 
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ofthe people of states. Since then abolition of princely states 
became a part of Nationalist movement programme and the aim of ' 
building a united India was firmly laid down. 


"The Nationalist Movement and the World 


You know that our Nationalist movement had the support of 
many people outside India. In the 20th century Indians established 
many organizations to propagate the cause of India's freedem. The 
India League in England was such an organization. It mobilized 
British opinion againist the British government policies in India. 
Besides the Indians were aware of the international issues. Indian 
National Congress got affiliated to the League against imperialism. 
The League worked for putting an end to imperialism cverywhere. 


At the time of the Japanese invasion on China, the Indians 
extended their support to China. Similarly when fascism became a 
danger to socialism and democracy, the Indian Nationalists opposed 
fascism and supported the people struggling against it. 


Indian National Movement During the Second World War 


In September 1939, the Second World War broke out. British 
government made India to join the war without taking the opinion 
of Indian people. At such a time the Congress demanded the estab- 
lishment of an Indian government in India responsible to the Central 
Legislative Assembly and the promise to grant freedom to India as 
soon as the war was over. The British government did not agree 
to it. The Congress ministries resigned in all the provinces asa 
Protest. Asa result the constitution was suspended in seven pro- 
vinces and the governor’s rule was imposed. The congress started 
the individual civil disobedience movement in 1940 but it was sus- 
pended next year. 4 


Failure of Cripps Mission 


In March 1942 the Government of England sent Sir Stafford 
‘Cripps to India with some proposals for giving self-government to 
India after War. But the various parties considered his proposals 
as unsatisfactory and rejected it. It also created a feeling of indig- 
nation and bitterness in the country and the people very much sus- 
pected the British intentions. 


“Quit India’ Movement of 1942 


After the failure of Cripps negotiations, the people felt dis- 
appointed and helpless. But Mahatma Gandhi at this juncture 
created fresh enthusiasm among the people by initiating his “Quit 
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India’ movement. The Congress demanded from the British govern- 
ment that they should leave India forthwith as it was the necessity’ 
both for the sake of India and for the success of the United Nations.. 
If this demand was rejected, the Congress would organise a mass. 
civil disobedience movement. The Government tookan immediate. 
action to check the Congress activities. Congress was banned and. 
all important leaders including Mahatma Gandhi were arrested. 


The arrest of the nationalist leaders provoked a wave of in- 
dignation among the people. Demonstrations were held at many’ 
places and the people resorted to the use of violence with a view to 
dislodge foreign rule. Police used firing, lathi charge etc., to 
suppress the moyement. In spite of the government’s ruthlessness,. 
the struggle continued throughout the period of Second World War.. 


In 1943, when Mahatma Gandhi started his 21-days fast, the 
whole country appealed to the Viceroy to release him. Three Indian 
members of the Viceroy's Council resigned in protest. Towards the 
middle of that year, there occurred a severe. famine in some parts of 
the country and the worst affected was Bengal. 


Organisation of India National Army (L.N.A.) 


History ot the Indian National move 


ment will be incomplete 
unless a reference is made to I.N 


Ss ‘A. The founder of I.N.A. was 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, one of the greatest leaders of Indian 


freedom movement. On account of his national zeal, the British. 
government interned him in his house in January 1941, But on 
January 26, 1941 he mysteriously slipped away from his house, To 
enlist Sympathy, he visited many countries, Visiting Afghanistan, 
Russia, Germany he reached Burma and Malaya. Ultimately he: 
Ieached Japan. In collaboration with the Japanese he organised the 
Indian National Army out of those soldiers whom the Japanese had 
held as war prisoners, He infused in them a 


one united force to lay down their lives for the liberation of their 
motherland, India. 


Lord Wavell’s efforts for settlement 


Lord Wavell Succeeded Lord Linlithgow as Viceroy in 1944 


he situation and rel ma 
Gandhi unconditionally. After i Se oT 
he announced for the setting up 
the leaders of all political partie 
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the Congress High Command and called a meeting of the prominent: 
Congress, Muslim League and Sikh leaders in Simla. In this con- 
ference Lord Wavell suggested that Hindus and Muslims should have: 
equal number of seats in his Executive Council. But the Muslim 
League objected to Congress including a nationalist Muslim even in- 
their quota, Hence, this conference ended in a failure. It was soon: 
followed by general elections. The Congress gota big majority in. 
8 provinces and most of the Muslim seats went to the League who- 
had contested elections on the Pakistan issue. 


Visit of Parliamentary Delegation 


By this time, Labour Party Government had been formed in: 
England. In order to solve the Indian problem, they sent a good-: 
will Parliamentary Mission to India in December 1945. The members- 
of this delegation went round the country and finally submitted their 
report to the British Parliament in February 1946, 


Visit of Cabinet Mission 


It was followed by a Cabinet Delegation which consisted of 
three important ministers of British Cabinet. They reached India- 
in March 1946 and started talks with different political parties. At 
this time, the Muslim League fanned the communal feeling in the 
country to establish their case for a separate state of Pakistan. The 
Cabinet Mission declared that the League’s demand for Pakistan 
was impracticable. As the Congress and the League could not 
reach a settlement the- delegation gave out their own plan. They’ 
suggested a three-tier constitution for India and also recommended 
the setting up of an Interim Government at the centre. 


The Congress agrees to the Mission Plan 


In spite of its dislike for the Cabinet Mission Plan, the 
Congress decided to accept the long term proposal of this plan. The 
League rejected it totally and stuck to their demand for a separate 
state of Pakistan. It created a serious communal situation in the 
country and large-scale communal riots occurred in Calcutta and 
later on in Noakhali where hundreds of villages were looted and 
burnt, 


Constituent Assembly and the Interlm Government comes: 
into existence 


In the meantime elections to the Constituent Assembly were 
held in the provinces, in accordance with the Cabinet Mission Plan. 
The Congress got an absolute majority with 205 seats out of 389. 
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At the invitation of Lord Wavell; Jawahar Lal Nehru formed 
the Interim Government and Mr. Jinnah rejected the offer. When 
Nehru formed an Interim Government composed of Hindus and all 
important minority communities, Jinnah became very furious. He 
engineered more communal riots and compelled Lord Wavell to 
invite the Muslim League to join the Interim Government. The 
League entered ‘he Government and made its smooth workmy 
impossible 
Mountbatten Plan or Partition Plan 


Finding the deadlook in the Interim Government, the Govern- 
ment of England declared that they would quit India by June 1948, 
and also announced the appointment of Lord Mountbatten as the 
Viceroy of India. After his arrival in India, Lord Mountbatten 
studied the political situation of the country and came to the con- 
clusion that the settlement could be made on the basis of an 
immediate partition of the country. He persuaded the Congress 


leaders to agree fora division of the country. He announced his 
plan on 3rd June, 1947. 


Main Features of the Plan 


(a) India was to be divided into two independent Dominions 
under the British Commonwealth of Nations. 


(b) The provincial Assemblies of Bengal and Punjab were to 
meet in two parts, one representing the Muslim majority districts 


and the other rest of the provinces to decide about the partition of 
the province. 


(c) In the event of partition decision they were to decide as 
to which Constituent Assembly, they would join. The boundaries 
Were to be decided by a Boundary Commission appointed by the 
Governor-General. 

(d) There was to 


be a referendum in N.W.F.P. and the Sylhet 
district of Assam. 


(e) The paramounty of the British Ja 
States were free to join India or Pakistan. 


(f) The date of B 
15th August 1947. 


Both the Muslim League and the Con 

I e gress accepted the 
Partition Plan, The Muslim majority provinces of Sind, Bilicbhtag 
and N.W.F. decided to form a separate State of Pakistan. The 
Muslim majority districts of Punjab and Bengal took a si 


psed and the native 


ritish withdrawal from India was fixed for 


milar 


a gn —— 
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decision and they were to be called West Punjab and East Bengal. 
The parts of these two provinces remaining with India were known 
as East Punjab and West. Bengal. Two Boundary Commissions 
under the chairmanship of Sir Cyril Radcliffe were appointed to 
fix the boundaries of the two Punjabs and the two Bengals. 


India attains Independence 


The Indian Independence Act which incorporated the partition 
plan of India of the settlement made by Lord Mountbatten, was 
passed by the British Parliament on July 18, 1947. It created two 
independent Dominions known as ‘India’ and ‘Pakistan’ and 
transferred all authority to the respective Constituent Assemblies 
which were to serve as their national assemblies or legislatures. The 
powers of the Governor-General were abrogated and he was to act 
as a constitutional head. 

On thé I5th of August, the 200 years' old British rule ended 
and India became independent amidst scenes of unprecedented 
jubiliations. At the desire of the Indian Government Lord 
Mountbatten was appointed the first Governor-General of Indepen- 
dent India. But the rejoicings were marred by the shocking 
tragedies of communal outbreaks. The Independence was obtained 
at a heavy cost as thousands were massacred and millions were up- 
rooted from their native soil. 

Points to Remember 
1. At the end of War 1914-18, the British Government gave 

Montague-Chelmsford reforms and the Rowlatt Act. 

After the death of Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi became the 

sole navigator of the ship of Congress. 

3, On April 13, 1919, the massacre at Jallianwala Bagh, 
Amritsar took place in which thousands were killed and 
injured due to firing under orders of General Dyer. 

4. Ali brothers started Khilafat movement as a protest 
against the treatment meted out to the Sultan of Turkish 
empire by the Britain. 

5. Congress also supported the Khilafat movement, 

6. On the recommendation of All-India Khilafat Conference 
held at Delhi in November 1919, Gandhiji started Non- 
co-operation movement, 


Gandhiji advised the people to practise five virtues viz. 
promotion of Swadeshi, removal of untouchability, 


2, 


a 


20, 


21. 


22. 


prohibition of alcohol, Hindu-Muslim unity and equality 
of women. 


Non-cooperation laid emphasis on boycott of foreign 
Boods, government services, of legislatures, courts and 
government schools and colleges. 


. Prince of Wales' visit to India in 1921 was boycotted. 
. Government used various repressive measures, but to no 


avail. 


. Gandhiji decided to launch Civil Disobedience but it was 


suspended due to Chauri Chaura incident. 


. Sudden suspension of Civil Disobedience led to a rift in 


the Congress. 


. Leaders like Moti Lal Nehru aud C.R. Das organised a 


new Party—Swaraj Party. 


. ‘Tabligh’ and 'Shuddhi' movements were started by the 


communal parties. These movements caused tension and 
riots in various parts of the country. It proved a great 
set back to the nationalist movement. 


. Jawahar Lal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose appeared 


as the leaders of the radical wing in the -Nationalist 
movement. 


. Simon Commission was boycotted at all places in India 


because it had no Indian member. 


* Chandra Shekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh founded a new 


revolutionary organization. 


. Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb in 


Legislative Assembly and got arrested. 


* Death of Bhagat Singh and Sukh Dey aroused a wave of 


indignation all over the country. 


Under the Presidentship of Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru in the 
Congress Session at Lahore (1929) Congress declared 
complete Swaraj as its aim. January 26, 
brated as Independence day. 


In 1930, Gandhiji launched Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment, Under this movement almost all the leaders were: 
arrested, ; 


1930 was cele- 


All India States Conference was formed with the Support 


DLL ee 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


2]. 


28. 


29. 


35. 


36. 


. In 1945, Parliamenta: 


. Elections were held and under Pt. Ja 


. Mountbatten sugge 
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of Jawahar Lal Nehru. It drew the attention of the people 
all over India on the miserable condition of the people in 
Princely States. 

Abolition of Princely States became a part of Nationalist 
movement. 

Indian nationalists kept themselves aware ofthe Inter- 
national affairs and supported the cause ofthe oppressed 

people every where. 

Gandhiji attanded the Second Round Table Conference 
but no good came out of it. 

On tlie recommendations of the Round Table Conference, 
Government of India Act 1935 was passed. 

Congress took part in the elections and formed ministries 
in seven provinces. 

A 1939, Second World War.started and the British forced 
ndia to join the War. As a protest the Congress ministries 

resigned. 

After the War Sir Stafford Cripps was sentto India with 
some proposals but those proposals were rejected. 


. In 1942, Gandhiji started Quit India movement. In this 


the British were asked to leave India forthwith. 


. The British used power to suppress the Quit India move- 


ment. 
ry Delegation came to India to solve 


It was followed by Cabinet Mission. 


the Indian problem. 
ggested the setting up of an 


The Cabinet Mission su 


Interim Government. 
wahar Lal Nehru 


nt was formed. 


Interim Governme 
sted the partition ofthe countr 


y in his 
plan on 3rd June 1947. 
Indian Independence Act was 
on July 18, 1947. 

According tO this Act, India and Pakis 
'existence on August 15, 1947. 


passed in British Parliament 


tan came into 
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Revision Questions 
Essay Type Questions 


1. Describe the main features of Montague-Chelmsford reforms. 


2. What was Jallianwala Bagh incident ? What was its impact on Indian 
National movement ? 


3. Why was Khilafat and Non co-operation movement statted ? 


4. Describe the main features of Government of India Act 1935 ? 
5. Explain in what way the Governor-General was supremé over 
legislature. 
6. Deseribe the main features of the ‘Quit India Movement’, 
(All India Sec. School Examination 1980) 
7. The period from 1920 to 1947 has been described as the Gandhian 
era in Indian Politics, Why is it so ? 


8. Describe Gandhiji's contribution to the Indian Nationa) 
Movement ? 


Or 


€ role of Mahatma Gandhi in the National Movement fron, 
(All India Sec. School Examination 1930) 
(Delhi Sec. School Examination 4980) 


Describe th 
1920 onwards. 


Short Answer Questions 
9. What was Rowlatt act 2 


10. For what reasons was Khilafat movement started ? 


11. List five virtues Suggested by Gandhiji, 
12. Under what circumstances did the S 


13. What was the aim of Swaraj Party ? 
14. Wha: for was Simon Commision boycotted ? 
15. Why did Lord Wavell's efforts fai] ? 

Practical Work 


1. Ona Date line show the 
2. Dramatise the 


waraj Party come into being ? 


events referred to in this chapter. 
Congress session of Lahore 1929, 


APPENDIX ON MAP WORK 


The teaching of history in our schools assumes great impor- 
tance to-day. It has to be geared to the fulfilment of certain 
objectives, understanding and cultivation of skills, attitudes and 
interests. The subject, as we all know, cannot be taught by talking 
and chalking orily. In order to give a clear picture to his students 
about the people, place, time and ideas, a history teacher has to use 
different teacling aids in the class such as maps, charts, diagrams, 
models, slide: and pictures etc. These teaching aids are the real 
means to clear various concepts of times, places, and people of the 
past which ultimately contributed to the growth and development of 
present day human civilization. 


Of all the teaching aids, maps and charts are the most 
important visual aids. They are simple and easy to handle. With 
the help of the map, subject matter can be easily understood. For 
example, if the teacher gives an account of imperialism in Asia and 
Africa, he can show the various places on the map of the world to - 
his students which came under the domination of the imperialist 
nations in a particular period. At the same time, he can explain to 
them as to how these places were occupied by such powers. Thus 
the map of the world would provide the students with stimulating 


learning experiences. 


While it is the aim of the teacher to explain the historical 
happenings with reference to their place of occurrence, it is also his 
objective to develop the skill of using and locating these places 
correctly on the map. In this activity, the teacher would give 
necessary suggestion and guidance so that there is more and more 
participation of students in this skill work. Map being a compul- 
sory question in the Secondary School Examination, the following 
suggestions would be helpfulin doing map work in history. 


1. The students must know the direction of a particular country 
ie. whether it is in the East, West, North and South and 
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further that it isin the North-West, North-East, South-West 
and South-East. Once they know | the direction, it would 
be easy for them to locate the places, 


» They should be aware of the longitudes and latitudes and 


facilitate them to locate and mark these places Correctly on 
the outline map provided to them in the Board examination. 

* The students must be given an idea about the different conti- 
Dents of the world and important countries located in such 
Continents, The following are the different continents and 
important countries in each continent. 


(a). ASIA. It is the largest of all the continents and covers 
nearly one-third land of the globe. It is mostly situated 
in the northern hemisphere. Some of the coldest as well 
as some of the hottest lands are to be found in Asia. The 
important countries of the Asian Continent are, USSR, N. 
Korea and S, Korea, Phillipines, Indonesia, China, Japan, 
Thailand, Malaya, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Burma, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, 
Bangladesh etc, 

(b) AFRICA. {tis the second largest continent. It is three 
times as large as Europe. It is the only continent which 
is nearly cut in 1/2 by the equator. Its important countries 
are: South-West Africa, Bechuanaland, S. Africa, 
Mozambique, Angola, Kenya, Abyssinia, Italian somali- 
land, Madagascar, Morocco, Algeria, Nigeria, Libya. 
Egypt, Tunisia, Cameroon, Togoland, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone etc, 
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» Belgium, Netherland, 
; » Sweden, Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Germany (F, Republic), E, Germany, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Spain, Portugal, France, 


i Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece 
etc. 
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(d) AUSTRALIA. Australia along with the island of New 
Guinea, Newzealand and many other islands which lie 
scattered over the face of Pacific Ocean, is by far the 
smallest of the continent. Australia with Newzealand 
and adjoining islands is also called oceania by some geo- 
graphers. 

(e) N. AMERICA. Next to Asia and Africa, this is the 
3rd largest continent in the world. It is shaped like a 
triangle. Its important countries are: Canada, United 
States of America, Mexico, Costa Rica, Cuba, Jamaica 
etc. 


the narrow Isthmus of Panama which has been cut through 
by the Panama canal. Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Equator, 
Surinam, Venezuela, Colombia and Argentina etc. are 
the important countries in this continent. 

THE ANTARCTICA. The continent is totally isolated 
and is covered by ice. It is uninhabited but is gradu- 
ally being explored. 


— 


(g 


Students are advised to locate the above countries along with 


sely increase their general knowledge as well. 


| 
(f) S. AMERICA. S. America is joined to N. America by 
their capitals on the map of the world. This practice would immen- 
! 4. 
à 5. 


Certain countries emerged as newly independent states, hither- 
to unknown, only after the Ist and the 2nd World Wars, 
namely ; Ethiopia (earlier it was known as Abyssinia), Yugo- 
slavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Soviet Union, Federal Republic 
of Germany, The German Democratic Republic, the Peoples- 
Republic of China and the Nationalist China, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) and the Republic 
of Korea (South Korea) etc. Students should be acquainted 
with the location of such countries. 


There were also some countries in Africa and Asia which had 
become independent after the 2nd World War, These countries 
won their independence through long and hard struggles 
against imperial powers. The international opinion also went 
against the continuation of imperialism in Asia and Africa. 
For example, the first one to win independence in Asia was 
India. Alongwith India, Pakistan another independent state, 
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came into being. Thereafter Burma, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Malaya became independent. As in Asia, so 
in Africa, almost several countries Such as Ghana, Guinea 
in West Africa, Nigeria, Congo, Kenya, /Nyasaland, Uganda, 
Rhodesia and others gained independence. 

6. In map work, students should locate only those places which 
are asked in the examination. Insertion of unnecessary details 
and multiplicity of names and Places should be avoided, This 
would only create confusion. 

7. Students are expected to be fully aquainted with the subject 
matter. For example, they must know as to which countries 
came to have communist government after the Second World 
War and so on. 


8. If there is a map question on colonies, students are advised to 
use certain symbols or colours to show the colonies of different 
European powers on the map of Africa or Asia. For example, 
the following imperial powers held the following important 
colonies in Africa and Asia in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 

AFRICA : 
(a) Portuguese —Angola, Mozambique. 
(b) British —Bechuanaland, South Africa, Rhodesia, Nyasaland 
Nigeria, Egypt, Kenya, Sierra Leone. 
(c) French — Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Senegal, Madagscar, 
(d) Germau— Cameroon, Togoland, German East Africa, 
South west Africa. 
(e) Italian—Somaliland, Libya, Eritrea, Cyrenaica. 
(f) Belgium— Congo. 
ASIA: (a) Portuguese— Goa, Daman, Diu in India. 
(b) French—Pondichery, Chadernagar, Mahi in India, and 
Indochina and Laos in South East Asia, 
(c) British—India, Burma, Malaya, Peninsula, Ceylon and 
Hongkong. 
(d) Russian— Tashkent, Samarkand, Bokhare in Central Asia. 
(e) Japanese— China, Korea, Formosa, Manchuria. 
(f) American — Philippines. 
(g) Dutch — Indonesia and other islands in South East Asia. 


In the All India Secondary School Examination and the Delhi 
Board Secondary School Examination, the following questions on 
map have been asked, year after yeer. j 
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11. 


MAP QUESTIONS IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL 
EXAMINATION 


Show one colony each of Portugal and Britain in Africa. 
(A.I.S.S.E., 1977) 


In the outline map of Africa provided to you, mark two 

colonies each of the British, the French, the Portuguese, the 

Italians and the Germans in 1914, giving their names. 
(A.LS.S.E., 1978 : D.B.S.S.E., 1983) 


In the outline map of Africa provided, show the British 
Possessions in 1918 with their names. (A.L.S.5.E., 1979) 


Show in the outline map of Africa provided two colonies, each 
of Britain and Portugal alongwith their names. 
(A.LS.S.E., 1981) 


In the cutline map of Africa provided to you, show the British 
Colonies on the eve of World War I. (A.LS.S.E., 1982) 


In the outline map of Asia provided to you show four countries 
which were occupied by the Japanese during the Second World 
War. (A.LS.S.E., 1980). 


Show one colony each of Japan, Holland, France and U.S.A. 
in Asia, (A.LS.S.E. 1980) 


In the outline map of Asia provided to you show four countries 
which became independent soon after the Second World War. 


(A.LS.S.E., 1982 ; D.B.S.S.E., 1985) 


Show on the outline map of Asia two colonies each ofthe 
British, Dutch, the French and the Japanese in Asia before the 
First World War. (A.LS.S.E.; 1985 ; D.B.S. Sec. Exam. 1984) 


Locate four important centres of 1857 revolton the outline 
map of India (Meerut, Delhi, Lucknow and Jhansi). 
(A.LS.S.E., 1985) 


In the given outline map of Europe, locate the countries—three 
Allied and three Central Powers at the opening of World War 
I(Allied—France, Russia, and Britain, Central Powers— 
Germany, Austria, Hungary and Italy). (A.LS S.E., 1983) 


Some more map questions. 

Mark three colonies held by Britain in Asia, for security of 
their empire in India (Burma, Malaya archipelago and Sri 
Lanka). 

Markthree important Portuguese colonies in India (Goa, 
Daman & Diu). 

On outline map of Eurpoe, mark the following countries : 
Great Britain, Germany, France, Russia, Austria, Italy, Serbia, 
Turkey, Belgium, Poland, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania, Finland. 
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